Brief History Of
April 3, 1974, Tornado (2)

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been
collected and arranged in chronological order. These items were collected,
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in
2023.

There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3
deserver special mention. Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc. Credit to the source
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this
information. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them
would have to be from one of three possible sources. The Courier-Journal, The
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission
from the source.




May 2011, Note

Until April 25 to 28, 2011 there has been no question that the April 3, 1974 Tornado
outbreak was one of the largest ever. History will tell us in the future but it appears
the 2011 outbreak may surpass the 1974 outbreak.
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Tornado outbreak
saw 305 twisters in
72 hours
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PRESPECTIVE

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) says at least 305
tornadoes were reported during the great
outbreak of April 25th to 28th, 2011.

Those are the latest statistics issued on
Thursday by the agency, although the
National Weather Service continues to
survey storm damage throughout the
southern United States.

The April 2011 tornado outbreak was the
largest since the event of April 3rd to 4th,
1974, when 148 twisters occurred in a
single outbreak.

Although accounts vary, there were
approximately 318 to 329 fatalities

reported during the entire 72 hour period, w
ith 309 of these between 8 a.m. on April
27th and 8 a.m. on April 29th.

The biggest loss of life occurred in
Tuscaloosa-Birmingham, Alabama, with at
least 65 fatalities. The tornado that
barreled through this area had a maximum
width of 1 1/2 miles and a track 80 miles
long according to storm survey teams.

Five states had more than 20 killer
tornadoes each including in Mississippi,
Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee and Virginia.
A total of 14 states, including Ohio, had at
least one tornado reported during the

three day period.

NOAA says at least 2 of the tornadoes were

y EF5 and 12 where EF4 based on

preliminary reports. An EF5 tornado can
have winds greater than 200 m.p.h. and
can cause total destruction as was
observed in Alabama. Less than .01
percent of tornadoes ever become this
severe.

A review of storm reports shows around
948 tornadoes have occurred since the
beginning of 2011 with nearly 875
occurring in April alone (preliminary

Adv reports)
The most amount of tornadoes in a single
year was 1,817 in 2004

While April begins the official severe
weather season in the Plains and

Midwest known as "Tornado Alley", the
month of May is historically the worst month
ever and weather experts are predicting
ancther severe weather outbreak on
Monday and Tuesday across the Plains.

Source: NOAA, National Severe Storms
Prediction Center

l_ WKYC-TV




April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday”

Following is a state-by-state tab-
ulation of the death toll following
the savage onslaught of more than

100 tornadoes:

Algbema’ ..o 4
0ol . . 16
llinois ____________ 2
Indiane 45
Kentucky . il S
Michigen ... 3
N. Carolina T
Ohio i i i
Oklehome 1
Tennessee . .46

Total 308

JEFFERSON

WISCONSIN

MICHIGAN

ILLINOIS

KENTUCKY

Nashvlile

TENNESSEE

/ va‘lle
I1SSISSIPPI

‘ GEORGIA
ALABAMA

Map showing states and cities
hardest hit by tornadoes on April 3,
1974. Below, stripped magnolia trees
in Northfield section of Louisville,
Kenrucky.

COUNTY —Five

dead, 250 injured; National Guard

summoned;

water

problems re-

solved after 12 hours; 425 homes
destroyed, 175 severely damaged;

some

estimates

indicated 900

homes were uninhabitable.



April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday”

Mop by Steve Durbin )



April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday”
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April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday”

Courtesy http://www.crh.noaa.gov/Imk/?n=tornado_climatology_jefferson_ky

National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office

Louisville, KY

Site Map News Organization

Jefferson County




April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday”

Courtesy http://www.crh.noaa.gov/Imk/?n=tornado_climatology_jefferson_ky
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F-scale 74

Deaths.

Injunies:

Path width. 200 yards

Pain length:

Tima: 437pm

Grazulls narrative. Moved northeast from the Kentucky State Fairgrounds in Loutsvilie. Dozens of buddings and hundreds of frees were destroyed in Loulsville. Adout 3 dozen
expensive homes were destroyad in aMuent sudurds of norheast Loulsvlie. Adout 425 homes were destroyed in Jeferson County, and 25 were damaged in Oldham County
Losses on one Olaham County farm amounted to $200,000.

Noted discrepancies: SPC and NCOC list tiree fatades. Grazulls 2. Storm Dafa 8. SPC and NCDC Uist 225 injunies, Grazulls ksts 228, Storm Data 243 SPC lists 3 path length
of 18 miles. NCDC 18 miles, Grazulis 21 mées. SPC ists a path width of 10 yards (obviously Incorrect). NCOC 30 yards (obwously Incomrect), and Grazulis 200 yards.



September 19, 1993, The Courier-Journal, 125th Anniversary. April 4, 1974.
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112 killed, damage in the millions
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April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal:

Tomadoes rip Kentucky, Indiana;
112 killed, ¢

Half a dozen or more tornadoes ripped
and slashed through Kentucky and In-
diana yesterday afternoon, leaving he-
hind at Jeast 112 persons dead, hun-
dreds injured and damage estimated in
the milllons of dollars.

In Kentucky, where 69 were reported
killed, the hardest hil areas appeared to
he in Meade County with 24 dead, where
Brandenburg was described as “devas-
tated;” sections of Frankfort, hit several
hours fater; and eastern Louisville, where
a twister in mid-afiernoon tore a path up
to 100 feet wide and several miles long
through & densely populated area.

In Indiana, three tornado systems ripped
through south, southeastern and east-
central Indiana, leaving at least 19 dead
in widely scallered areas ranging {rom
Branchville, in the extreme south, to
Charlottesville, a tiny Hancock County

eastern Indiana from Perry Couniy north
along the river to Switzerfand County,

In Cincinnati, five persons were re-
ported Killed as tornadoes cut northward
from Kentucky into Ohio, (Story, Page
A24)

At lcast 20 died at Xenia, Ohio, Gov.
John J. Gilligan ordered 250 National
Guardsmen into that city, where the
highway patrol reported several more
deaths, the total number of which remain
unconfirmed,

The Price Hill and Montford Heights
sections of Cineinnati, as well as subur-
ban Bridgetown, Hamilton and Middle-
town were hardest hit by the tornado
winds.

In Louisville, Jefferson County Judge
Todd Hollenbach imposed a county-wide
curfew from 7:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. today.

With power cut off to Louisville’s only

Rest of A Artlcle missing—

Yesterday's tornadoes and their
aftermath . words and pictures,
Pages A 2.7, A 11, C 1 and B 185,

community abopt 25 miles east of In-
dianapolis,

Kentucky and Indiana, with at least 43
dead throughout the state, were the hard-
est hit of nine states in the Midwest and
South raked by the ‘lorpadoes, which
moved into Ontario hefore dissipating.
Al told, more than 170 persons were
killed by the twisters in the US, and
Canada.

Kentucky Gov. Wendell Ford called
it “probably the most tragic day in the
history of Kentucky" Ford ordered Na-
tional Guard units into stricken areas of
the state and said Army suthorities at Ft.

pomping station, the water company was
frantically trying 1o restore service as (g
reservoir supply dwindled, and there was
a threat the eity would be dry by morn-
ing. Officials had glready announced that
city, county and Catholic schools waould
be closed today, and Hollenbach appealed
to non-essential industries to close also,

In Frankfort, a call went out through-
out the state for emergency drug supplies
to treat the injured,

Ford called Kentucky's plight “an ex-
treme state of emergency” and announced
that federal disaster teams were already
on their way,

In Meade County, at least 24 persons
were killed, according (o Kentucky Siate
Police, when a lwister in midafternoon
tore through Main Street from Broadway
1o the Ohio River, wiping out most of the

Nesn o [
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Knox and Fr. Campbell had been author-
ized 10 move to help.

Ford said sightseers were impeding
rescue efforts around the state.

Gav. Otis R. Bowen mobilized Indiapa
National Guard units in six coumies —
four of them in the heavily devastated
southeastern areas of the state.

Hardest hit of the Indiana communities
was Madison, a city of 13,000 and the
county seat of Jefferson County, Ind.

The Jefferson County, Ind., sheriff re-
ported at least five dead and hundreds
of injured, mostly in a 15-block hilltop
section overlooking downtown Madison.

One death and 40 injuries were re-
ported in the Daisy Hill Road area near
Borden in northwest Clark County, Ind.

The main line of destruction stretched
parallel to the Ohio River along south-

cily's business district, Emergency shel-
ters were set up for the homeless, and
Louisville Gas & Electric Company an-
nounced it was cuotting off gas service to
the two because of the many leaks.

State reports included two persons in-
jured fatally near Elizabethtown, 10 in
Louisville, 4 in Warren County, three
north of Irvinglon near the Meade-Breck-
inridge County line, one at Samuels in
Nelson County and a woman in Simpson
County.

In Louisville, the twister hit at 4;30
p.am., 8§ many persons were leaving work,
1t touched down at Standiford Field, rip-
ping a roof from the terminal building
and tossing it onto a parking lot, then
slammed into the Kentucky Fairgrounds,

See 112 ARE DEAD
Back page, col 6, this section



April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal:

: ? et Piwte by Frack Mipmst
Looking south from Eastern Parkway, Bardstown Road in Louisville was filled with tornado-downed poles.

LOUISVILLE: At least 10 persons killed

The toraado thal drow a diagonal gash
across Loutsville and eastern Jofferson
County yestorday kitled at [east 10 per.
sons, injured more than 300 and caused
a virtual drying up of 1he city's water
supply,

o lote-afternoon twister knocked out
awer to the pumps of the Louisville
‘nler Co, leaving the community with

an cight-hour supply thet rrpidly dwin.
died to a trickle despite radio and tele
viston hroadceast pleas for water conserva-
tion,

At midnight, the gauge on the water
company's walerstorage facillty was at
its lowest reading, bul there was hope
that power would be realored and The

pumping of water restarted duclng the
night

Ahoat 9 pam,, the company began shut
ting off water maina to &l sreas exoop
downtown Louvisville, which a spokesman
deseribed 3 0 “high fire risk area”
Shortly after that, residents staried re
porting that they were withoul water,

The tarnadn toached down aboul 430
pam,, slashing across the efty from the
snuthwest comner of the city tn the north
st

it hit first near the Kentucky Falr
& Exposition Center but reserved most
of its worst property damage for the
oider Crescent Hill area of the city and

the expensive residentlal areas north of
Brownsborn Road.

Statety trees Dning many of the mnjor
steepls in the easters part of the cily
were tppled, blocking hameward-bounil
workers and clogging theoughfares.

Emergency  vehicles  had  difficnltaes
threading their way around the stalfed
traffic, fallen trees and downed power
lipes.

In an effort o keep upnepessary
aftic off the steoots, Jeltorson County
Judge Todd Hollenbach put a curfew
into effect ot 730 pm. for the esstern
part af the city. Later, the curfew ares
was widened 1o inelude the entive county

The countywide curfew was lifted

Rest of Article missing—

hriefty (o Jet nighl workers gel to thelr
homes, but it remalned ih effect in the
oasterns part of (he city and wius 1o have
remained in effect until & am. (oday,

Aldermmanic Prosident Crolghton Mers
shon and Hallenbact: said they will direct
the ¢lty #od county palice to set up road
hlocks loday at the mujor roads leading
tio the areay most beavily damaged by
thy storm

Thoy anld they are concerned  abomt
Ipoting and wil) tireet the police to admit
no ane o the alffocted arca unless they

See TEN
Back paze, col, 5, this section



April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal:

Rest of Article missing—

KENTUCKY: At least 69 are dead

after series of tornadoes strike

From AP and Stalf Dispatches

A chain of tornadoes that ripped across
Kentucky late yeslerday afternoon left
at least 24 persons dead in Meade County,
according to state police, and cut a swath
through Louisville, killing 10 and result-
ing in injuries to at least 300,

The twisters were responsible for at
least 68 deaths in the state, most in the
north-central portions. According to Ken-
tucky State Police, among the fatalities
were two persons killed near Elizabeth-
town, three north of Irvington, three in
Franklin County, and one at Samuels
Four deaths were reported in Warren
County and another at Temperance in
Simpson County, where twisters also
touched down.

Berea police reporied thal three per-
sons were killed in the Madizon County
community of Cottonburg.

One person was killed at Junction ity
in Boyle County near Danville, and four
in Chinton County, in southeastern Ken-
tucky near the Tennessee horder

The U.S. Weather Service in Lowsville
reported that two storm celly moved east
across the state, into the Bluegrass and
mouniain areas,

T
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MRS. BARBARA JAGGERS stands stunned in
the remains of her famiiy's home on Stannye

The bodies of those persons killed in
Meade County were taken to a mekeshift
morgue established in Central Elemen-
tary School at Brandenburg. The fatalities
ranged in age from tiny babies 1o the
elderly,

More than 40 other persons wore re-
portedly taken to a clinie jn downtown
Brandenburg. where many injuries were
described as serious

Some of the more serjously injured
were taken to hospitals in Louisville and
Fi. Knox.

Ft. Knox public information officer L{

Col. Frank Wasko said at 10:30 last pight
48 persons from the Brandenburg area
had been admitted to Ft. Knox's Ireland
Army Hospital, He said most of the in-
furies were lacerations or broken bones.
In addition, he said 51 persons were
treated and released and one person died
at the hospital and another was dead on
arrival,

Wasko said the Army transporied the
injured {from Brandenburg to Ireland by

See AT LEAST
Back page, col. 1, this section

The calm after the storm

Fuenished By the National Woather Service

LOUISYILLE orea~Partly doudy and cooler
with o sfight chonce of shawen tedoy, ol
clotidy ond cooler temorrow; high toduy neot
40, low tomight in mid-30s, high tomortew n
mid. 304, Precipitation prabobility, 20 per cent
today

KENTUCKY—Portly eloudy and cosler thiough
temarsow; high in 60s, low n 30s.

INDIANA~Muth cooler with chance of showe
ers; high near 30, low In 304

High yesterdoy, 79; low, 53 |
Yeor agae yesterday: High 51, low 41
Sun: Rises, 624 pm ;i

Moaoni Rises, 3086 pmy sets, 446 am

vly, 709 pm.

Weather mop ond datails, Poge € 12,

$1a81 Photo 5y Larry Spitzer

Drive in northeastern Jefferson County while her
younger daughter, Leigh Ann, 7, cries in disbelief.



April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal:

Tornadoes killed 26

Over the pun 20 yoars, the US. Wea-
ther Service has reported more than

storms that bore tormadoes In Xentucky,
Betwoen 1943 and 1074, 26 persons have
been reported killed hy torcadoss in the

Toe most serfons receat outhreak of
occurred

¢ In 1068, snother series of killer torns-
strack Northorn Kentueky.
The most devasating storm Ia the

toue
on March 27, l"? H'Ilhl!mn R
persons, according o  sewspaper
muice B the tiose. An wadetermined
number of others Jost their lves in
thet gamo storm in other port of the

hed down in l#utmlh first

e subscription and contributions Lront

138 the city snd stale govermmnen! specded

relief

Without the Ned Cross e federa!
fands, the work of restorstion was yir-
tually complete two monihy after (he dis
aster.

Tho storm struck at il pm and 1 yery
little time desteoyed u ruilroad wlablvo,
five churches, two public halls, ;huv

plants, 10 |
bacco warehouses, and 332 homes, acenis-
1ng 1o ane souree,

1890 was the year In which Lowlwvilie's
, the Columbia Building st
Fourth and Man sirests. was comploled
The torsado missed 11 by twn blocks It
;umdn ‘he "f:; l:nl tho cily r.m-u 2

»et, pav the way for Lraqouis,
Oh and Shawnee parks.

Tornado vietims: Partial

list of the known ded(l

Here s & portial st of the known desd [, 2 ), M3 W7

from yeste: L]

Walter Brooks, me qo (lm. of 6404
Gleawood [tosd, died of
heart abtack, seconding to Deputy Coro
ner Hobert N. Adams. Brooks, who uu
dead on arrival st Genoral Hospital a
T:16 p.m., was lakem to Haxdy's Shively
Funeral Homo. 4101 Dixie Hmhm
Charles Floming Speacer 64, of
m Old Hrownshoro Rd, dbod muﬂuly
severe hesd injuries, according 1o
L'Ne! Deputy Corner Billy G Wi
Wilkey said he lesrnod that Spencer Had
been pinned In his car when a tree, which
was Bloun over by e tornsdo, ?ll on

Lane. Sponcers bndy will b

At 1230 am

a‘ m

B:”ﬁ.&'f“ 3

of Hamover, Ind, aod e

Wit

today
rector of Gomers]l Hoswilal

e i, 6,9 334 S
r
c»-.' vv '.u; ¥ Pee

her, 1), Ha
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. N‘.n-.ll - iangarca. 1
Jas jary \_Eamwr WCaie, an

Peeits &u-u Marwrer, i B e
n
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T
list of paticots treated as o rusilt of 1
tormado

8 Bhixtawd

iprks,

e

My el W1
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Theoe seecly woie SRaMd bl Fewamd baer Oe

Conte Toparts mid  excanion Chenowoth
According t reports at the time, the trains were run Lo Loulsville from weveral sk Pesricn’s, 148 Brockinridge Lane
tormado came from the southwest &5 did  points | Mmd Iniliama, Bringlog Mark Lawson, 4,
yoMandays, 1L cot & large awath of de. thousands to $he Jarmada secnn Ternice Orr, of 1834 Xnollwvod, wers
struction  from the Porland srea of According to Weslher Service sialis dead oo arrival at Genersl Hospatal
mwmmm ties, April s the muast Ull;l) month l-'-' e
ville, Ted;, and dostroying the Louisville I0tnadoes to oceur in the Biargrass staie, David Copplo, 13, of Lexingtoa,
2 AN L and the most feegquent time  peried for ML 2 died after heing Laken (o Goml
“Pmputy dnuc 16 almest $23 = 0SS Sea v umm'mmm ore teealed at Noeto
mn s wWore Lreal LLE n-
The statistics adso show 1hat, although
milllos, {ofaataes ar blo, st wmy olevation Children’s Hospitals
The 1890 storm created a refugoe peob-  or Ia apy terrain, @ 1o 90 per oot of Suns Tichear, of T00 Wetster.
lees with more than 4000 citizens left them have occorred in western and cen e Whitsen astl b i Coty
homeless. But fands ralsed through pud-  tral pertions of Kentucky

LIND Tavter b 4 i ¢
Maty Wiigon. TL of 408 Kies
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LG&E gives top priority to restoring
power to emergency-connected units

A Louisville Gas & Electrie Co. official
said last night the company is giving top
moﬂty to restoring service to agencies

t perform critical services.

The spokesman, H, Curtis Craig, said
that after yesterday's tornado, workmen
first i&oacentnted on three out-ofservice

e Veterans Administration Hespital
on Zorn Avenue got electrical service
back at 7 p.m., and Suburban Hospital's
power was restored at 8 p.m., he said.

Workmen were still trying o restore
service to Our Lady of Peace late last
night. Craig said he hoped that its service
would be restored today,

Craig said the company has received
about 4,000 calls from customers, adding
that many homes will need new wiring
md gas piping to get their service re-

stored because of extensive damage.

Crgig, a vice president of LG&E, said
top priority was given to reaching the

Louisville Water Co, with makeshift

lines,

LG&E also serves the extremely hard.
hit Brandenburg area, where, according
to Craig, crews were dispatched (o cut off
the flow of gas and electricity,

Craig said company crews, normally off
duty at 3:30 p.m. yesterday, were working
through the night and helping police and
firemen in areas where live wires were
down and gas lines had popped.



April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal:

Searchers...Hunt for buried tornado victims to start at dawn

By GLENN RUTHERFORD

Courier-Journal stal Writer

At dawn today Jefferson County Police
officers  will begin  a  house-to-house
search for tornado victims who may be
buried under the rubble of their homes
in devastated eastern sections of the
county,

And according to County Police Chief
Russell McDaniel, there’s *“a good
chance’” the search will reveal additional
casualties,

“Our men made quick preliminary
searches during the daylight hours righs
after the tornado hit,” McDaniels said
last night at the county police command
post at the Broadway Baptist Church,
4000 Brownsboro Road.

“There was just no way we could make
a thorough search really quickly,” Me-
Daniel said, “We checked all the houses

ments, in an attempt to keep looters out
of the mangled homes.

“The looting started shortly after dark,
and when the people saw the police cars
arriving, they dropped what they were
carrving,” McDaniel said. He said that
as of 11 p.m, last night, he knew of no
arrests of looters,

County patrolman Jack Coan said last
night that he and several other patrolmen
had checked homes on Club Lane that
were almost totally destroyed, but were
unable to find any injured people.

“We went to one house in particular
afler we got a_call asking us to check
there for an elderly lady,” he said. "We
found where she'd taken the telephone
into a closet, and the rest of the house
was pretty much destroved, but that closet
wasn't touched, So if she did go in there,
she's all right, but we couldn’t find her.”

Vosbomibay »

for injured people, but we didn't have
time to move the rubble and really
search thoroughly. And after nightfall,
it was just too dangerous to go poking
around in the debris with hot wires down
all over the place.”

McDaniel, who took an aerial tour of
hard-hit  housing  developments  oif
Brownshoro Road in the county police
helicopter, said the tornado’s path was
“about a half-mile wide and five or six
miles long.”

“I've nover seen anything like it," he
said. "IU's like you'd take your finger
and make a path down a blackboard,
Just sKipping in a few places.”

“There were some houses that we saw
... well, if anyone was in them, they're
probably dead,” he said,

The hardest hit areas in eastern Jef-
ferson County appeared to be the sub-

County police officials said 80 per cent
of the 404 patrolmen on the force were
patrolling the tornado-stricken area, and
120 National Guardsmen were also on
hand.

"We've pretty well sealed the zero
area,” McDaniel said, referring to the
area hardest hit. "This is a tragedy, but
we were Jucky in many ways, If the storm
had hit a couple of hours later with a
crowd in Freedom Hzll, we'd have had
3,000 people killed or injured. And if it
had hit 30 minutes later. it would have
caught us right in the middle of the peak
rush-hour traffic.”

A restaurant on Brownsboro Road was
considerably damaged by the storm and,
in an effort to buoy the spirits of those
who may have seen their homes damaged
or destroyed, opened its bar for free
drinks shortly after the storm had passed,

suden Plartosmad this seetinn of wonllond s Lovisille’s Clvrshee Pk shumg  heoden 1l

divisions of Rolling Fields, Northfield,
and Indian Hills,

In various sactions of each of these sub-
divisions, houses were totally destroved—
some left without so much as a4 foot of
bricks remaining together.

Though a curfew was in effect until 6
a.m, today, most area residents chose fo
stay with neighbors who escaped the hell
that came shortly after 4 p.m. yesterday.

“Wewve got shelters set up at Ballard
and Trinity High Schools, and here at the
church (Broadway Baptist), but most of
these people have already been taken in
by friends and neighbors,” McDaniel
said.

By 6 p.m. yesterday, county police and
National Guard patrolmen were stationed
at various points along Brownsboro Road
and inside the leveled housing develop-

And several people in the welltodo
arcas off Mockingbivd Valley Road were
mixing drinks in their yard outside their
demolished homes.

“My mother was pulling at the base-
ment door, Lrying Lo get downstairs, but
the pressure from the storm wouldn't let
her get it open,” said C, S. Radford Jr.
“She never did get the door open and
when she looked up, half the house was
gone.”

Radford's mother, Mrs. €, S, Radfoed
Sr., was fucky, ss were most of {the people
in the storm's path. Most people woren't
injured, But a few were, and MceDantel
said he thinkz the death toll from the
storm may go higher sfier this morning’s
housedo-house search,

“I fear there may be more victims bur-
ied in the rubble,” he said.
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Louisville-area hospitals treat 225 victims of tornadoes

By PAUL BULLEIT
Courlar-Journal Stalf Writers

An estimated 223 persons had been
taken to Louisville area hospitals late last
night with injurles suffered in the tor.
nado, and the handling of patients went
smoothly despite the heavy load.

All hospitals have an emergency-alert
gystem which they practice in the event
of a real disaster. Most off-duty personne]
got to their hospitals despite the difficul-
1y of travel,

Security guards at hospitals were hard
pressed to contain visitors seeking word
of relstives or [riends. Many persong
went [rom hospital to hospital in Search
of word.

About gix hours after the storm struck,
50 persons had arrived at Suburban Hos.
pital, about 50 at St. Joseph Hospital, 45
at Louisvilie General, 30 at Kentucky
Baptist, 13 at Methodist Evangelical, 8 at
Norton-Children's, 25 at Jewish, and one
al 88, Mary & Elizabeth,

More patients were arriving Jute last
night. Of those coming to hospitais, some

of Mrs. Chapell's daughters, Tammy, suf-
fered a skull fracture and wag in serious
condition last night at General Hospital,
Mrs. Chapell's husband, Jeff, was at work
in Louisville at the time,

Dr. Don Thomas, director of emergency
services at General Hospital, couldn't
reach the hospital from his home in St
Miatthews, but he set up an emergency
sla(t'ion in that area, a hospital spokesman
said,

Dr. James Bacon, of General's emer-
gency services, estimated there were
from 25 to 30 physicians available for
duty at the hospital shortly after the
storm struck, Many persons appeared at
the hospital to volunteer their services.

General, the principal teaching hospital
for the University of Louisville School of
Medicine, can call in dozens of faculty,
interns and residents al a few moments
notice.

Mr. and Mrs. L, J. Turley, of 103 Cres.
cent Court, were in their apartment
watching the Gomer Pyle television show

Twister spares Jeffersontown,
but water supply is scarce

were treated and refeased, and some were
admitted for surgery and other treat-
meni.

“Paul Gross, admmistrator of Suburban
Hospital, the newest in the Louisville
area said he could see the tornade com-
ing as he looked from an upper-floar win-
dow. Through the loudspeaker system, all
employes were asked le pull draperies
and take other precautions.

The tornado missed the hospital, hut
damage in the ares was heavy, Gross said
off-duty nurses and other personne] were
called in. The hospial 5 in the St, Mat-
thews area at 4001 Dutchmans Lane

“This was our first rcal test in a disas
ter situation, and evervthing went
smoothly," Gross said,

Among the patients at Jewish Hospital
was James Linton, 43, of 614 S. 43d St.
Linton was driving on 171 near the Jef-
ferson Freeway when he saw the storm
coming, He leaped from his car snd got
into a colvert, but a tree limb struck his
leg. Extent of his injury was not known
last njght.

when suddenly “glass was all over the
place,” Both were treated for cuts at Gen.
eral Hospital.

Pearlie Waterman was doing yard work
at a house on Lexington Road late yester-
day afternoon when the tornado touched
down there, The workers “ganged around
a hig tree" for protection but as they
hugged it desperately, the tree split wide
open,

Pearlie and her cousin Adem Hensley,
of Floyd Street, ran away, but Hensley's
arm was imjured. He was treated at Gen-
eral Hospital last night.

Yesterdsy Randall Andrew was stand-
ing in his yard in Hanover, Ind., when he
and some of his neighbors saw & "twister”
coming,

His neighbor, the minister of the Han-
over Hill Pentecostal Church, suggesied
that they seek shelter in the church three
miles away, They followed the minister
into the basement of the Bedford stone
church huilding, As Andrew, his wife
Bonnie and their [6yearold son Bud
stood in the southwest cornee of the

Steve Copple, 14, of Lexington, Ind,,
was one of about a dozen 30 children who
fled from a bus taking them from Scotts
burg Junior High School to their homes
nesr Lexington.

Steve, treated last night at Jewish Hos-
pital for an arm injury, gaid he and the
others jumped from the bus and at-
tempted (o seek shelter in ditches along
the road. Flying debris struck them, in-
juring Steve and some others.

“It semed like it would never go
away," he said, speaking of the storm.

The pilot dog of Mrs, Carol Ann Cha-
pell. who is blind, may have saved the lives
of her and her three young children two
mil:s ’east of Palmyra in Harrison Coun-
1y, Ind.

Mrs. Chapell said she gathered her chil-
dren in o corner of her trajjer when she
heard the wind, The dog, a retreiver,
pushed closely against them. As the
slorm hit, the dog, Jan, was blown or
sumped on top of the huddiing figures,
An air-conditioner fell, striking the dos.

The dog was not badly injured, but one

church, It came down in a heap on their
heads, Down the road, the Andrew's
house stood untouched. )

“I picked a bad time to go to church™
Andrew said last night as he and his son
waited at Louisville's General Hospital to
learn about the condition of Mrs. An-
drew, “T hope | weke up after a while and
find this didnt happen.”

Andrew deseribed the tornado: 1t just
looks fike the whole world iz mad atyou
and it's going to do something about 7
David Colebank, 27, of 2065 Eastérn
Pkwy., was Just ahout heme from the
store when the storm struck his neighbor.
hood at 4:50 p.m, N

He jumped out of his car and “wrapped
himsell" around a tree hetween two
buildings only & hundred yards from his
apurtment, As he held on ke saw the wind
tear Lthe backs off of several houses,

“IL was ke looking into a row of doll
houses when i was over.” Colebank was
cut on the head by a falling roof tile and
was treated at General Hospital and re-
leased,

/J
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Jeffersontown was spared yesterday by
the tornadoes, but Mayor Herbert S.

Meyer said radio messages asked
would have “a serious emergency” caused
by a depleted water supply,

Mever said the largest of the city's
three storage tanks had fallen from 225
feet to 15 feet seven hours after the tor-
nado hit the Lowsville area. Meyer said
this was because “our people are filling
their bathtubs and other extra containers

PSRN

hecause they've heard we have a prob-
lem " -

Maver said radio messages asked
people to be very frugal with the waler
because we might have o get along for
quite a while on what we've got.”

He said the city's two smuller storgge
tanks were “even lower” than the largest
one, He said Jeffersontown has  litlle
hope of getting more water “as long as the
Louisville pumping station is ruined.” g
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Aged woman’s eyes focus on what’s left: Nothing

By DICK KAUKAS
Courier-Journal Statt Writer

The old womin stood in the middle of
Glenwood Road late yesterday afternoon,
her face flushed, her voice quivering, her
cyes focusing on nothing,

Electrical wires cut acros sthe road
near her feet. On both sides of her were
the houses that had once made a neigh-

horhood, a strect lined with places where
people had lived,

By 6 pm. yesterday, it was not like that
anymore.
~ The old woman had a small suitcase
in hey hand. She was leaving her house.
She wasn'L sure when she'd be back,

The tornado had hit 1t sometime after
5 p.m, She sald she had felt it coming,

“It just seemed to go calm for a see-

ond," she said. “1 was out on my front
porch, and 1 saw the debris coming, fly-
ing everywhere.

“I got back inside and when | reached
the bottom of the basement stairs, I heard
the windows breaking, smashing. 1 never
heard such a noise, It was terrible. It was
just trrible.”

Her house was like the others in the
6400 block of Glenview Road, just east
of its intersection with Lime Kiln Road.
They looked as if they had been sub-
merged in a surging wave that had lifted
huge sections of roof and wall, leaving
only debris and shells behind.

Brick had been ripped from the sides
of buildings, chunks of roofs wete gone
or lying in neighbors' yards. Windows
and inside walls were missing, and inside
the rooms chairs and tables had been
smashed into corners,

Dirt and fine pieces of yellow or red
insulation coated the wreckage, and
sheets of newspaper and twisted pieces
of metal were lying against shrubs, like
an ocean had left them behind when it
receded,

“There's a $150,000 house on the
ground over there.” William Lippy said,
“The estate with the columns, ItU's gone”

Lippy walked up the street 1o his house
at 6415 Glenwood. He stood beside it,
picking up some of the debris that had
been hurled into the ground, wondering
how anything could have been strong
enough to tear down the walls, rip off the
roof, lift the swimming pool liner {rom
the water onto the side of the hofe that
had held it.

He said all the clothing in the house

Shelters set up
at g'hurches
and schools

Emergency shelters were set up at
several area schools and churches last
night in the aftermath of the tornado that
cut through Louisville, but apparently
most people from the devastated areas
resolved to stay with friends or relatives
or to remain in their battered homes.

was gone. It just took them and threw
them off somewhere.™

His wife and their children, Tina and
Revin, bad been driving home from the
gracery store just before the tornado hit,

Mrs, Lippy said she thought there was
something sirange shout the sky to Ihe
east. "I suid, 'Kevin, look at that funny
cloud. It was so low." " All three of them
made it lo the bagement. Her husband
was al work.,

“1 didn't think to open the windows,"
she said.

“It's the scariest thing T've ever been
through," Kevin Lippy told a friend
standing beside him

Dr. D. P, Hall of 6414 Glenwood was
walking down the road, walking slowly,

Shelters included the Southern Bap-
{ist Seminary and Ballard and Waggener
high schools and Highland Junior High.

Early in the evening, the shelters were
vsed mainly as gathering points for fam-
ilies looking for children or other rels-
tives,

A Red Cross worker st Ballurd said
more than 100 people came to the school
offering their own homes as shelter for
the homeless,

Mrs, William F. Lippy, of 6415 Glen-
wood in the hard-hit Northfield sub-
division, was at Ballard looking for her
children. Only two of her seven children
had been home with her when the tor-
nado hit,

She said that after coming upstairs
from the lower level of the house she
though the {ront doors had been blown
off. Instead, the whole upper level of the
house was gone — the livingroom, kitch-
en and four hedrooms.

Another emergency shelter was estab-
lished at the Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, 2825 Lexinglon Road,

By about 10 pm., 21 persons had gath-
ered at the shelter, They were fed meals
of peanut hutter and milk by wives of
students. The food was contributed by
seminary students, sinee eleetricity was
-;;H at Ih'« shelter and refrigeration was
mpassible

and then he turned to fook back at his
house 1f wasn't as bad as the one beside
it, but there -still had been a lob of
damage,

Hall said he had jus! gol home before
the storm hit, "L heard it rosr, and my
wife wemt to the basement. I just sal
there in my library, sat there thinking
that 1 had just got home and that 1 didn't
wanl to go down there, Then 1 couldn't
get the basement door gpen.” K

He said they hadn't been hurt. 3

By 6:30 pm. last night, police Had
covered the damaged area with patpoi-
men and squad cars, Firemen were obit-
ting through the trees that bad faifen
onto Lime Kiln Hoad just south of Glen-
Wi

-

4

Gilbert Sanders. head of custodial ser
vices al the seminary, said there were
150 to 200 beds made up and ready for
{woplt in the community who were home-
e85,

Sanders sald the short supply of water
wius his biggest worry. He said & caterer
privides meals “inlo the hundreds every
day" on the campus and assumed that
he would supply food for the homeless,
o0,

An emergency medical elinic had been
set up on the ground floor of a4 seminary
building and two University of Louis-
ville medical students were staffing i,

Mike McCall, one of the two UL medi-
cil students, said that persons with seri-
ous injuries had already been taken to
General Hospital. The only injured per-
son there around 9 o'clock last night was
a weman who had slipped down some
slairs,

Warren Hickman, a volunteer emer-
geney medical technician, said he had
taken two seriously injured persons from
the seminary to General. “A broken
shoulder tonight is not a serious injury.”
he said, One of the persons he evacuated
had “glass impaied in his skull.”
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Tornado — 10 miles of ruin, misery by Martin E. Biemer, The Louisville Times.

By MARTIN E. BIEMER
Louisville Times Statf Writer

Louisville picked herself up, brushed
herself off and rolled up her sleeves to-
day—and began a massive cleanup after
the city's most devastating tornado in
more than half a century.

President Nixon today declared Ken-
tucky, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee and Ala-
bama national disaster areas, making
them eligible for a wide range of federal
disaster-relief benefits.

Almost miraculously, only three deaths
were attributed to the Louisville twister,
which swept a 10-mile-long path across
the city and its eastern suburbs yesterday
afternoon,

In addition, two people injured in
storms in Indiana died in Jefferson Coun-
ty hospitals, and a man suffered a heart
attack and died in his yard in Louisville
after the storm had passed.

In a day of storms from Alabama to
Ontario at least 337 people died nation-
ally. It was the country's worst tornado
disaster since twisters killed 271 people
on Palm Sunday, April 11, 1965.

For Kentucky, it was the worst tornado
disaster since March 27. 1890. At latest
count 87 peopie had died because of ves-
terday’s tornadoes in Kentucky, according
to Civil Defense authorities in Frankfort.
In 1890 at least 76 lost their lives in
Louisville alone.

Indiana's death toll in yesterday's tor-
nadoes stood at 62—far fewer than the
141 deaths reported on Palm Sunday 1963.

In Louisville, 44 people were admitted
to hospitals yesterday for treatment of
storm-related injuries, Many of them

Storm section

Coverage of vyesterday's
storm is concentrated in a
special section, which begins
on Page Bl.

came from Indiana and from the Branden-
burg, Ky., area, where damage was se-
vere,

Louisville hospitals reported they
treated nearly 150 more people for rela-
tively minor injuries.

Property damage in the city and county
was extensive: the only estimates were
stated as “millions of dollars.”

One official said it appeared that about
700 homes were “damaged beyond re-
pair.”

As the cleanup got under way, there
were these major developments:

» ity and county officials announced
that a curfew will be reimposed in storm-
damaged areas from 7 p.m. today to 6
am. tomorrow. Only those people who
have businesses or homes in the areas
will be admitted. Guards will be posted to
prevent looting.

» The Louisville Water Co., which
couldn’'t meet water demands last night
after the tornado demolished electric

See TORNADO
Back page, col. 1, this section
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Tornado plows a field of woe
through the city and county

Continued From Page One

lines leading to the Crescent Hill pump-
ing station, hoped to have normal service
restored to most of the county by mid-
afternoon. Water company officials urged
citizens to continue conserving water and
warned them to boil or purify all drink-
ing water until further notice.

» Gov, Wendell H. Ford met with fed-
eral, state and local officials to plan how
to administer special federal disaster re-
lief programs.

v The Louisville Gas & Electric Co,
(LG&E) restored electric power to the
water compuny pumping station and had
crews at work around the clock to try to
restore power to deamaged as well as un-
damaged areas. Utility officials sayd it
might be several doys before all the dam-
age is repaired.

w City, county and parochial school
officizls said they would try to reopen
most elementary and secondary schools
tomorrow, They said arrangements would
have to be made to take care of students
who attended the schools that were
damaged or destroyed by the storm,

» Street and road crew officlals said
it might take three days 1o clear all the
roadways blocked by debris.

w Telephone service was still dis-
rupled in areas touched by the storm, and
restoration of service appeared to depend
to a large extent on the progress of other
cleanup efforts.

» The Jefferson County Air Pollution
Control Board declared a storm emergen-
cy, which allows open burning of storm
debris if the fire is approved in advance
by the Fire Department.

» LG&E 'said there were scattered
natural gas service interruptions in areas
that suffered storm damage. Restoration
of this service also depends to a large ex-
}ent on the progress of other cleanup ef-
orts,

The tornado that struck Louisville
during yesterday afternoon’s rush hour
apparently was the same one that hit
Brandenburg a few minutes earlier, kill-
ing 30 people.

John Burke, meteorologist-in-charge at
the National Weather Service station at
Standiford Field, said the twister was
tracked on weatherserviece radar.

He zaid it apparently lifted into the air
after leaving Brandenburg, passed over
West Point and Kosmosdale, and may
have clipped the top of the hill in
Iroquols Park,

“It touched down in the parkin
right here at the airport,” he said,

lot
IlA

piece of roof from the west wing of the
terminal blew off."

Then, Burke said, it continued to swirl
“along the ground or very close to it" in
a northeasterly path across the city until
it appeared to lift into the clouds some-
where northeast of Brownshoro Road and
Lime Kiln Lane,

Burke said the swirling winds ‘in the
funnel probably reached “200 'o 300
miles per hour” as it smashed across the
city,

The extensive damage began at the
Kentucky State Fairgrounds and con-
tinued through Audubon Park, Calvary
Cemetery, along Eastern Parkway to
Cherokee Park, through the. park ang
aver or past the Interstate 64 tunnel, up
Grinstead Drive, past the Louisville
Water Co.'s filtration plant, and then
through the suburbs of Rolling Fields,
Indian Hills, Northfield and arcas be-
tween them.,

More damage was reported northeast
of Northficld, near the entrance to the
Barbour Manor subdivision near Barbour
Lane and Brownsbhoro Road.

Guardsmen help police

Kentucky National Guardsmen joined
all available police officers in helping
with rescue operations and in patrolling
the damaged areas last night.

County Judge Todd Hollenbach and
County Works Director Scott Gregory
took a helicopter tour of the city and
county today, and Gregory estimated that
700 homes were damaged beyond repair.
He said by a rough count 380 of those
were in the county and & lttle over 300
in the city.

Hollenbach said it looked as if someone
had taken a sickle and cut & swatch across
the community. He pledged that “every
citizen is going to be given very person-
alized concern to every problem |rectly
or indirectly related to the tornado.”

“Wc‘ra going to rebuild this com-
munity,” he said, “We're going to design
a program that will enable us to make
contact with every citizen that's been af-
fected."”

Hollenbach said that the county will
continue to provide "maximum security
in all areas affected" and continue to
maintain roadblocks cordoning off the
areas at least through today and “prob.
ably longer than that."

As of this morning, Hollenbach said
that the primary consideration was to
keep all lines of communication open be-
tween governmental and service agencies.
He said that pending the development
of a more complete plan, all residents
needing help with problems or informa-
tion should contact Civil Defense head-
quarters at City Hall, 589-4230.

Hollenbdch praised the publie’s re-
sponge to the disaster, saying it was
“great and encouraging.” He also praised

the performance of the community's utili-
1y companies In ecling quickly to re-
store basic services.

Local officials met with Gov. Ford
and federal officials this morning to dis-
cuss what sort of disaster aid is availahle.
Later, all city and county department
heads were to meet to coordinate their
efforts.

Aldermanic President Creighton E.
Mershon, acting mayor in the absence of
Mayor Harvey 1 Sloane, echoed Hollen-
bach's comments.

"We're in pretty good shape in that
we've got every conceivable department
out working,"” he said.

Mershon said the city also will secure
the damaged areas as well as passible,
One of the first prioritics, he said, will
be get major city streets reopened. "We
can't clean it all up immediately, but at
least we'll try to get every artery open’

Search for victims continues

Sloane, who is vacationing near Quebee
City, Canada, was expected to return to
the city later today. Mershon said efforts
to arrange for a plane to {ly the mayor
home last night had failed

Acting Civil Defense Director Elden
Durand said the main task today will be
the continuing effort to clear the streets
and the rechecking of the damaged areas
for tornado victims,

Durand said trucks, other equipment
and manpower have come from many
sources, including the city departments of
sanitation, works, street repair and parks.
About 70 volunteers from the University
of Louisville, the Red Cross, the Kentucky
Rescue Association, the Salvation Army,
and the U.S. Coast Guard are helping out
in the emergency, he said.

Durand said that temporary Civil De-
fense headquarters are operating al the
County Works Yard on Hubbards Lane
just south of U.S. 42 and at the Broadway
Baptist Church, on U.S, 42 near Cheno-
weth Lane. Another was scheduled to be
in operation later in the dasy further
north on U.S, 42.

A Red Cross shelter unit has been set
up at Highland Junior High School, 1700
Norris Place.

Ron Tavlor, director of disaster ser-
vices for the Kentucky Division of the
American Red Cross, said the Red Cross
also has four or five mobile feeding units
cruising the hardest-hit areas in the city
and county to provide food to victims, po-
lice and military Kemonne

Taylor added that the Red Cross is sur-
veying the damage done by the tornado
s0 that a decision can be made wheve -
services are needed most and how best
to provide them.

Shortly after the storm, police began
to receive scattered reports of looting.
One person was arrested—a 18-year-old
man stopped st Frankfort and McCready
avenues about 10:20 p.m. and charged
with disorderly conduct and with violat-
ing a 9 pm. emergency curfew,

|
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Two new developments caused addi-
ap y little d

ond

of the vcity and twistey

another
sighted near McNeely Lake in the south-
ern part of the county.

The tremor was part of & shock felt

miles
was not

over an area of some 70.000
in the nation’s midsection and
connected with the weather.

The twister sighted at McNeecly Lake
apparently never touched down in Jef-
ferson County.

Meteorologist Burke said the tornado
that hit Louisville was first sighted at
3:49 p.m. yesterday at Hardinsburg, Kv.
He gaid it moved “very rapidly — about
60 miles per hour" to Irvington, then to
Brundenburg, and then to Jefferson
County.

“We hlew the sirens about 10 minutes
before it hit here,” he said.

Burke said a tornado does not Jook like
a funnel cloud unless there is a lot of
moisture and debris in the swiriing
column. He also said the twister may have
touched down before he saw it oulside
the weather-service station at Standiford
Field.

Phato by Charles E, Bailey Jr.

Storms did this damage to a rail-
road crossing at Frankfort and
Hillcrest avenues in Crescent
Hill

wWas

Residents

By RICHARD KRANTZ
Lewisville Times S1aft Writer
Water was expected to be restored to
most Louisville-area homes and business-
es by midsfternoon today, But health of.
ficials warned area residents to bail or
purify their drinking water at least until
fomorrow morning

The warning to boil or purify water
came from the Louisville and Jefferson
County Health Department, and is effec
tive until tests of water purity can be
completed.

(Instructions on how to purify water
appear on Page BI1l,)

Meanwhile, all indusiries and schools
were asked by the Louisville Water Co. to
shut down today in order to help rebuild
the water supply, Schoaols were closed

Water-company officials said industry
might be able to resume full operation
after 7 p.m. today. They said the water

warned

to purify water

company now has {ull electric power to
resume its full pumping capacity.

Electrical power also remained out in
many tornado-struck areas of Louisville
and Jefferson County. It may take dags
to restore service to all homes left stand-
ing, according *o a spokesman for Louis
ville Gas and Electric (LG&E) Co.

Police sald all main roads in Louisville
were passable by this afternoon. Traific
in tornado-torn areas was being restricted
to residents of those areas, however.

As dawn broke over Louisville, the
crippled eity seemed to face several days
of struggle before its daily life returped
to a semblance of normality,

Water shortage was the most eritical
problem that threatened the city immedi-
ately following the devastating tornado,

Louisville Water Co.'s pumping facili-

See PURIFY
Back page, col. 1, this section
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ties shut down totally for nearly 12 hours,
as the storm severed all electrical power
leading to the central pumping facilities
at 3018 Frankfort Ave, in Crescent Hill

Crews from Louisville Gas & Electric
Co. worked through the night in an effort
to restore power to the pumps through
a temporary electric line.

Power restored at 4:25 a.m.

Power finally reached the pumping fa-
cilities at 4:25 a.m., and the first water
pump went back in operation at 4:47 am,,
according to spokesmen for the water
company. .

The electrical power was enough 1o
bring 50 per cent of the pumping capacity
back to the water system. But that capaci-
ty had to be restored slowly during the
“morning hours in order to keep water
‘mains from breaking under s sudden res-
toration of pressure, a water-company
spokesman said

Roiling of drinking water was described

as a precautionary measure made neces-
sary because the water lines went dry dur-
ing the night.
" Without pressure in the lines, impuri-
tes could seep into the system and be car-
-ried in the water as it began flowing
again, sald a company spokesman.

Water was to be tested during the day

as it Jeft the pumping facilities. Until the
testing Is done, the water purity is uncer-
‘tain, said Frank Campbell, a water-com-
-pany vice-president.
* With three water pumps in operation,
120 million gallons per day could be
pumped, This is about equal to the city's
nqgnal daily water use, a firm spokesman
said.

Industries can't operate

But industries cannot begin operating
again until all the city reservoirs and stor-
age tanks are refilled, said Paul Coulter,
the firm’'s assistant chief engineer,

Almost all the reservoirs and tanks
were depleted during the night, as many
persons apparently stored available water
in bathtubs and other containers, said a
firm spokesman.

As water is restored to houses today,
the residents are advised to delay flushing
their toilets until a steady stream of water
first comes out of household faucets,

The sudden pressure of flushing a toilet
could “blow commodes off the wall,”" said
one of the water firm's engineers.

Most disruption of electrical power was
to households in the eastern sections of
the city and county, rather than to busi-
ness and industrial areas, said a spokes-
man for Louisville Gas & Electric Co.

Curtis Craig, an LG&E vice-president,
said six electrical substations were
knocked out of service, including two in
Crescent Hill and one each in the High-
lands, Audubon Park, the Harrods Creek
area and Skylight, Ky, in Oldham County,

Some of these areas will got electricity
restored by switehing current around the
affected substations, said Craig But cer-
tain sireets may be withoul service for
days, as new poles must be erected and
new lines strung, Craig said,

He said he could make no accurate esti-
mate of how many customers now lack
electrical power.

He acknowledged that some grocery
:tores and homes will suffer spoilage of

perishable food, and that some persons
will be unable to cook meals.

Other homes will be without heat, he
said. Even gas furnaces cannot operale,
because their thermostats require elec-
tricity, Craig said. i

Craig said that past storms in Louis-
ville have deprived n greater number of
customers of electricity, but service resto-
ration probably wiil be slower this time
because of the severe damage.

He said that a stockpile of 1,000 power
poles will likely be used up In the effort
to restore service,

Some workers from utility firms in
other areas will help in Louisville, Craig
spid. But this outside help will be min-
imal because areas surrounding Louis-
ville were also hit by storms, he added.

Telephone service to an estimated 21 .-
000 customers was interrupted, according
to a spokesman for Sputh Central Bell
Telephone Co.

The eastern and southern sections of
town were the hardest hit, with 53 cables
which serve entire areas torn down, Many
wires to individual homes also were down.

Full service was nol expected to be re-
stored today, but phone crews will con-
tinue working around the clock until the
job is complete, said a spokesman.

The firm asked that phone calls be
limited only to those necessary,

Many customers who thought they had
disrupted telephone service were merely
experiencing the effects of overloaded
cireuits, said a spokesman. This made it
difficult to get a dial tone to place out-
going callg, he said.

Long-distance calls jumped by an esti-
mated 300 per cent last night, a spokes-
man sald.

700 work to clear streets

Efforts to clear Louisville streets last
night involved about 700 men in the city
departments of public works, sanitation
and parks.

“Our main thrust iz to get the main
traffic arteries open first through the city
street system, followed by the main
arteries in the parks,” said Lawrence Mat-
Lingly, cit{ director of public works.

“It will be a three-day operation to
make streels passable” Mattingly esti-
mated, The whole cleanup operation
could take “weeks and months,” he said.

Mattingly sdvised homeowners to clear
up debris in order to make their houses
accessible, but don't throw debris in the
curbs, he said.

He said homeowners should keep de-
bris piled in their yards until notified that
cleanup crews can pick it up,

Mattingly said many volunteers have
offered to help with the cleanup work.
He called it a “marvelous response.”

Contractors have called in offering use
of their heavy equipment, and truck-
rental firms have also called in offering
trucks, he said.

Scott Gregory, director of public works
in Jefferson County, said he expected
about 100 volunteers to work with his 73
employes,

He said he couldn't estimate how long
it might take to get trees and other debris
cleaned up in the county.

He noted that last year it took three
weeks to elear up storm damage in only
a small section of Audubon Park,

“It looks like an atomic bomb in the
eastern portion of the county,” he said.
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Boone and ‘best fren’ remain on guard at park entrance

The stwtue of Diaiwl Boome, heiding the 10 he calied *my best fren”
sty unicatiad ws If guarding the Cherokee Road-Eastern Parkway o0
trance tn teerndo-splistarerd Chernbae Pack in the sastem seqten of Liu
wville. In ths phets |ocking eass wp Cherokne Roud, most of the fimbet

(st blocked the rmad has teen cloared to the wides sad tendenty of the
aron a1 b ovrying beloegingy fimm ther damaged homes. Work-
mar's helmeta ghw evidence of mamve roed- and debracisscsce elfocts
under way taromghout the day,
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Kentucky, Indiana declared disaster area

By BILL PETERSON and
EDWARD BENNETT
Louisville Times Statf Writers

President Nixon today declared Ken-
tucky and Indiana major national disaster
areas, making them eligible for a wide
range of federal assistance to areas in the
two states struck by tornadoes.

The White House, responding to re-
quests from the states’ governors, an-
nounced the action as the President was
being briefed on tornado damage by fed-
eral officials.

Ohio, Alabama and Tennessee were
also declared disaster areas.

The action makes individuals and com-
munities in the five states eligible for
emergency housing, food stamps, low-in-
terest business and housing loans and a
host of other types of assistance.

The President had no plans to visit the
disaster areas.

Gerald Warren, deputy White House
press secretary, said the President had
made arrangements to leave early Friday
to attend memorial services for French
President Georges Pompidou before the
disaster struck.

Later visit not ruled out

“I'm not ruling our a trip at a later
date,” Warren added.

The White House, he said, set federal
disaster machinery into motion at 7 p.m.
vesterday just after the tornadoes
slashed through Kentucky and the other
states. By 2 a.m. today, disaster officials
were either on the scene or en route to
the hardest-hit areas.

There was the possibility that other
states, including Georgia, Illinois, North
Carolina and Michigan, might be declared
national disaster areas later today, War-
ren said.

Sen. Marlow W. Cook, R-Ky., briefed
the President on tornado damage in the
Louisville area and throughout Kentucky.

Also attending the meeting with Mr.
Nixon were Sen. Robert Taft Jr., R-Ohio;
Thomas Dunn, administrator of the Fed-
eral Disaster Assistance Administration,
and James Lynn, secretary of the U.S. De-

.

partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

After the meeting, Lynn said Mr. Nixon
had ordered him and FDAA administra-
tor Dunn to fly to the disaster areas to-
morrow, They were instructed to see that
“all the resources of the federal govern-
ment” are marshaled to aid relief efforts.

“He assured us there would be ade-
quate f{inancing available for whatever
assistance is needed.” If federal funds run
short, the President said he would request
a special appropriation from Congress,
Lynn said.

Lynn said he and Dunn would arrive
in Louisville tomorrow. “We want to be
in a position to make as many decisions
in the field as possible to get things mov-
ing,” he said.

The President, Lynn added, “had a
great concern about housing. He said
whatever housung is available, let's
get it.”

Dunn said federal disaster officials will
concentrate on opening up “one-stop ser-
vice” centers in hard-hit communities. He
estimated there would be 30 or 40 of
these in wvarious places throughout the
disaster area, one in each community
where possible.

“We told the President these centers
will be opened by noon on Saturday” in
some localities, said Dunn.

Earlier, Kentucky Gov. Wendell H.
Ford also said he was ‘“taking a hard
look"” at what state funds will be avail-
able to victims.

He said the Kentucky Housing Corp.
may be able to help finance home rebuild-
ing. A newly created school-disaster fund
of $1 million will aid communities in the
reconstruction of educational facilities
once the systems’ own insurance and
bonding capabilities have been explored.

He said he would consider calling a spe-
cial session of the Kentucky General As-
sembly to appropriate state funds, but
added, “I'm not really interested in doing
that until all other resources have been
completely exhausted.”

The governor praised the speed with

See KENTUCKY
Page B10, col. 4
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Kentucky, Indiana termed disaster areas

Continued from Page Bl

which emergency aid was organized last
night, saying National Guard command
posts were set up in Louisville within 30
minutes after the first strike of the tor.
nado.

He said every state highway emplove
had been called out and dispatched to
help clean up. He added that even state
foresters were called for duty,

Ford arrived here at about 9 am. to.
day via helicopter, accompanied by an
aide and state Adj, Gen, Richard Frymire,

The governor and his entourage flew
over the damaged areas of Frankfort, the
rural aress between here and the capital

and large sections of Louisville and Jef-
ferson County.

He said the purpose of today's meeting
was Lo coordinate governmental efforts
and to begin pinpointing just what sort
of services and money would be available,

Frymire said 750 National Guardsmen
are on duty today all over the state, with
about 300 in the Louisville area and 200
in  hard-hit  Brandenburg in Meade
County.

He said the Guard's efforts locally
would be to securc the damaged areas
from looters, He calied tonight the “erit-
ical time" for establishing a firm boun-
dary of security.

Federal officials explained today that
when & major disaster has been declared,
all available resources of federal sgencies
can be marshaled to provide a wide range
of relief.

These include:

» Making federal equipment, supplics,
facilities and personnel available to slate
and local governments,

» Distributing medicine, food and
olher emergency sssistance through such
agencies as the Red Cross and the Salva-
tion Army.

# Donating federal
supplies.

» Performing emergency work on pub-
lic nronerty

equipment and

‘Even when you see if,
it's hard to believe it

By RICHARD DES RUISSEAUX
Loyisville Timas Slafl Writet

The aky Is laced with invisible patholes
as the singlewngine plane bounces soath-
west from Bowman Field.

1t I the moring nfter.

The sun glints off the muddy, curiing
Ohio: tse hase is fading. Ten miles ahead

Fat the river's bank is 0 small, rursl town.
Brandenbury. Or whit is left of 11

You can see the exrnape clearly from
the air. It is an awesome, frightening
visage, Seeing what a tornado has done
5 not necessarily to beliove it

It iy as if Puul Bunysn had been on a
drunken rampage. Mammolh (trees
koocked flal, pointing in opposite direc-
tions on either side of 1he path of fury.

A mangled pickup truck sits on top of
an overiurned aulo in the middle of »

pond. They are there; it cannot be
denied. But how?

A bBome, flatteped toits foundation by
the swirling funnel, is pothing but a Junk-
plle, In the cenfer of what was the first
floor, n bloe pickup truck has been
parked by the twister.

At the golf course, electric carts have
been spun around like toys, and a glant
chunk of roofing is draped over 3 u'le‘

| phone wire- From the air, it looks like
& silver sheet hung out to dry.

The town's main street has heen demol-

f ished, The tornado came down the road

heading for the river, and boildings on

both sides were leveled. ) )

Whon the funnel resched the river it
probably popped up and skipped over
to the Indiana side, where it set down

On the job

In addition to the reporters writing
bylined stories. Loulsville Times staff
members Teresa  Morrls, Valerie
Wright, Ellen Schuhmann, Clay Ryee,
Clarence Matthews, Pat  Howington,
Richard Halverson, T. C. Jefferson,
Ken Neuhauser, Logan Shaw, Mere-

| dith MeGrath and Larry Keefe helped
gather information In The Times'
storm coverage.

again briefly and depositod o Little dobris
and uprooted a fow Lrees

The marauder's trail wae 200 tn 200
yards wide and at least 2 miles long.
Crumpled cars and trucks and school
buses marked the route,

Rubble wax strewn overywhere
bricks. boards, fench window frames,
water heaters, walls, n the dead were
not spared; the tormado cut through the
graveyvard, tearing up tombstones,

A thousand feet below, the little men
end womoen gatbered with their midget
machines, wedded to » mopumental task,
to put together what the tornadoe hud torn
asunder,

-

Cherokee park is dead.

The tornado that touched down at
Standiford Field vesterday afternoon and
sliced northeast acrosy Jefferson County
was merciless.

Onee proud, stately and unbending, the
ark's sentinels now foak like victims of a
iring squad, oxecuted swiftly, callously

and efficiently,

Hogan's Fountain and the shelterhouse
still stand, but not much else does, It is a
besartbreaking sight,

In the Indian Hills area off Browns.
boro Road, solld, expensive brick homes
have been destroyed as easily ac a child
knocks down wooden blocks,

In cne aval block, a house &t the north
end is almost untouched, save for an up-
. All the rest have been

The Northficld ares, just boyond the
Watterson Exprossway, looks like a pile
of matchsticks from the air. Swimming
pools zro filled with boards; the houses
are mangled beyond belief.

From the Fairgrounds to 171 and US,
42 i runs, A 10-mile furrow of disaster.

It Is an unforgettable sight, caused hy
an incomprehensible force, a furlous
buzzsaw that gouges, chops, chews and
Epews Ity way across the earth

You are lucky If you were nol in its
path,

You are Juckler if you were in its
path and lived to see the morning after.
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Affer mafh Of memor ies . « « Excitement, gratitude and a saved

Larry Menow wiss playing gof at the

Cherokee course with 1wo compaaions.
They dived fae a diich. Senow admils,
“We were 100 scurod 1o move. Troes were
cuming down sll over. It's just a miracle

By JOUN FETTERNAN érag 3 woman feem szother ear and gt
Asmsavite Times Sta¥ Wrfher
Ooe Segucy of the storm will bo hun.
dredy of individual, uoforgectable mem-
ories.

Foyryearold Joseph B Gathrighe 111
found excitemen! in the storm. He wax 4 cut on his h 4
Almost gheeful. “Waler was running out They'll epdedeate Hruee's biribday 1o
of all the pipes,” he sadd. Mumpnts after day at (he Bame at 404X Mawsie Ave,
his mother dashed 10 the eeilar with Mim The cake 3¢ a Lttle the worse for the

his home at 1827 Knoliwood Road was trip. we weren't hit by sy thlug”
.mﬁ :: ;lr:zm‘h;’;a:d;m:(dm‘f .}:: m hit. Tho room Im which 1¥ey bhad been “I think we eam oal |t.” Longacro u_hl
the tormado Wwouthed many Losuville lives sitting was destroyed. I don't thizk thero is any glass n it °
wputately — and s vastly differont . .

Mrs. Frasees Wilinder and her sen,
Richie, wore in their home st 1000 Stev-
ons Ave. They foll the Bouss shift off ita

ways.
Seme fhimgs (bt Mappened when the

tornado strack, and 1o its aftermath Don Clddford weat Foe the Hoor of hiy

Bruce Losgacre will be 10 10dey Asd

ho will Mave & cake. Some w118 SUlz Ave e T:ﬂl'.ed » etmch foundation. It Tatmed all the way across
Gerhard Tockbont Jr. was wearlsg & He aed his father, Willam M. Ling. down aver hin, Then erawled out safrely. tho room” Mrs, Wiander sasd Then she
gotf cap snil holding & drink as be sal on witw, worn hringing 15e cake home i their went  eutside "um.«a wete  destroyed:
Nis terraer. His back was toward hig deve car when a heavy timber piereed the rar, o ytcx were down. Sad Mrs. Wilinder:
wdstod hame at 170 Westwind Rosd “To Then 4 paoel truck ssarod over the car 1t Wiy sach & shick 10 come oul kad e
Bell with material r il Falber 20d g0t were on the Noorboand A lfow people gopped o ook al o all tvis l'tﬂﬂldﬂ.‘ n soeh & shevt period
“We 1, didn't wet We're still and all (he ear windows wern knccked mackinghird, tying dead in & yard ln the of time, Well Y'm just thankful to beo
Bere” out Longagre came out of his er to Highdascs. alive

birthday cake

A man, not identified, was in the bar
in Nardy's Shecwood inn, 1516 Bardstown
Road. Bricks from the sido of a three-
stors house fell through the roof and
pinned him to hiz chair- 1t took firemen
ahout an hour to free him,

Joshua Oyeksn, a student at Southern
Baplist  Theological Seminary from
Nigers, was driving on Grinstead Drive
with hls wife, Beatrice, and their som,
Julius, 4. He saw trees flying through the

alr, “1 knew It was crazy to get out” he
pald, s they stayed in the car. Oyekan

See TORNADO
Page B0, col, 1

Tornado etched many indelible memories for some

Continued frem 1age BI

recalled: “Belng scared or nol being
weured didn't como Lo me. 1 saw God in
action”

Amid Lhe hustie al Louisville General
Hospilal oo woman wis brought in and
quietly taken to another ward. She wa
A4 mateynity came

Passershiy noticed that Daniel Boone's
satue at the Intorsection of Eastern Park-
way and Cherokee Road romained upright
and apparestly enscathed, Hut behind

Mrs. Lynn Seiller and her dog, Zipper,
hiked this morning along badly ruvaged
Cross Hill Road, in one of Crescent Hill's
nicest sections, She stopped to stare
across the tops of Cherckee Pack’s splin:
tered tree trumks, and lstemed to the
whice of chain saws and the growl of
bulldozers,

She was amaxod that, for the first time
in the four years she and her hushand,
Bill V. Sedlier, have lived nt 2316 Cross
Hilll Road, she could sce downtown Louis
ville,

“it's vory sad,” she sald “I'ne park will
pover he the same.”

Laura Gividen, 14, of J08 Westwood
Drve, Middictown, was rifiug  along
Frankfort Avenue. In the car were her
mother, Mrs. Sarsh Gividen. and hor two
giders Leslie, 12, anl Liss, 9 Laura
remembers;

1 eaw black clouds in Ihe sky. They
were moving In & etrele; ey weren't
funnel shaped. Shingles from  boyses
slarted flying =t the windows of our eap,
Them Lhe ear turned over. We eadod oy
sitting on the criling of car car.”

Ther her mother started “takiog rol|
cell. She wid, Laura® Liss? Leslie
Everyone arswered, ‘Mom " "

_ Then they elimbed out with eniy minar
injuries,

-

A socisl worker, Virginin Kisphoke, 22
of 1210 Everett Ave. heard that people
were being mimilted to Suhurban Hos-
pital. “When there is a4 disaster, poople
are upsel and very distraught, 5o 1 camo
to the hespital to help out hy ealming
down the friends und relatives of the vic
tims," she said,

Rebecra Oak. 28, of 210 Chenoweth
Lane, was drzlving home fram her job
downtown. 1 wks driving forward o
frownshoro, The wind pleSed the car up
ond 1 stacted to po backward. T turned
it off and tried to open the door, but |
conldn’t  because  the wind was oo
strong.” When (he wind subsided, sha
still couhin’t get out fur awhile because
of falling eclectric wires. “So 1 hoddled
under the dashbosrd. I thought I was
going o dic.”

Then her car was picked up by & second
Slagt of wind and tartied inte a froot
yard. She got rides in a police ear and
with & passing motorist, trying fo gzet
home to her son, Jobn.

She finally got home, but had o go tv
2 hospital for treatmens of & knep Injury,

-

A lady shopper in Shillite’s st Oxmoor

said. “Ouy shoe clerk mid his mother had
just called and said, ‘Don't come home,
There's a tornado in St Matthews' ™ He
sugpesied evervbody pu upstairs whera
there are no windows. Customers went
upstairs, the lights wenl oul Emergency
Lghty came o, When the customers came
downstairy, they found the doors Iocked.
A policemun jet them through a door into
the areade

A mocktie flutwered from s tree in Dar
rell Swope Jr's yard a1 107 Westwind
Road, “God only knows who that belongs
to or what bappencd 1o his bouse™
Swope saxd. Swopo's home suftered minor
damage. 1 way doimg my income tax,
sitting ut my living room table" be sid.
“All of u sudden the glass blew out and
the paper uned forms went everywhere™

Kentucky, Indiana termed disaster areas

Continved from Page Bi

which emergency sld wrs organized last
night, saying Natiosal Guard command
poeis were sel up in Lovisville within 30
minates afier the firat strike of the tor-
nado.

He sald every state Righway emplove
had been callod out snd dispatched to
help clean up. He added that evea state
foresters were called for duty

Ford srrived heze at about I sm to.
day vin belwopter, accompaniod by an
axlo and stute Ad), Gen, Richard Frymire,

The governor and hiz entuurage flew
over the damaged aress of Frankfore, the
rural areas between heore and the capital

and large sections of Louksyille and Jof-
ferson County

He said the purpose of today's meeting
was W coordinate governmental efforts
and to begin pinpomnting Just what sort
of serviees anil money would be available,

Frymiro said 780 Natiomal Guardsmen
are on dutly today all over the state, with
about 360 in the Loussville area snd 200
in  hardhit  Hrandenburg In  Meade
County

He sald the Guard’s offorts locally
would be to secure the dumsged areas
from lootees, He called tonight the “crit.
ical time" for establishing a firm boun.
dary of security.

Federnl officials explained today (hat
when a major disgster has been declared,
31l avsilahle resoutces of federal agencics
can he marshaled Lo provide 3 wide range
of relief.

These mneclude:

s Making federal equipment, supplics,
favitities and personnel available to gtate
and Jocal gavernments

» Distributing  medicige.  food  and
other emergency assistance through such
ugencies a3 the lted Cross and the Salva-
tiom Army,

» Dopating  federal
aupplles,

» Poclarmlug emergeney work on pulh-
Isc praperty.

equipment  anid
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By EDWARD BENNETT
Leuhvite Tumes Sralt Writer

Don Schwartz had heard the warnings
on radio and just managed to gel back
inside after frecing the two dogs tied up
sl his 100l and constructivn equipment
rental basiness on Preston Highway.

J P. Barnat!, & coowaer of the General
Rubber & Supply Co. a few doors down,
was out on a business call. But, having
seen tornadoes In Oklahoma, he had a
premonition when be learned of the alerts
and called Yo warn his employes,

Up the street, Jerry Steler was In the
service statlon where he works. He Jooked
out the window toward the Fairgrounds
and :ju;: the swirling u?ou.d’ ln;l: pmt

n flying through the sair, Nex 3
while hasnnd a coworker fled to a back
yoom, his mother was huddled in their

ot

About five hlocks sway at the corner
of Hess Lane and Delor Avenue, Mrs.
R A DuVall was trying to open her back
door to Jet in ane of her dogs. The door
wouldn't budge sgainst the rising wind.
Then she heard “this whistle” and the
sound of shattering slass,

All of these people were among the
first to see or yulfer the ravages of yes-
tecday wfterncon’s tornado. They were
Nving and working in the Preston High-
way and Audubon Park area Just east of
the Fairgrounds. And, ltke the bulk of
thelr nelghbors, they were among the
group that can count itself hoth cursed
and blessed by the storm: Their property
suffered, bul they and their employes
were sparod,

lm?:din(ely after beginning itz course
ot Freedom Hall, the tornado swept

irea hit by wind

across the North.South Expressway and
spread a swath of destruction about &
block long on Preston Highway, It tarned
neighboring Audubon Park into a littered
maze of uprooted and broken trees,
scarreld homes add  smashed  garages.
Then the tornade dipped sgain to atlack
homes. churches and schools along &
streteh of Hess Lane.

Schwartz' Soutbern Reotals, Inc, at
3120 Preston Highway, was about in the
center of the tornude’s path.

From the rear of his lot. standing on
a large conveyor belt that was lifted and
moved about 100 feet by the wind, there
was a clear, atraight view of the heavily
damaged Freedom Hall and of tho portion
of Interstate 85 wheve trucks and cars bad
been overturned,

Signs are scattered

Scattered pearby were signs that once
rested in the Falrgrounds complex along
with onegp.prominent expressway bill-
boards, now bent into squat teepees of
twisted metal
Across the sirect was & long live of
damaged shops nnd stores, thelr plate.
glass windows shatiered, their facades
marred, their owners and their friends
beginning the clean up with boards,
hammers, brooms and boxes. In the tele-
phone wires above, pleces of guitening
were tied In knots.

Down the streot a bit, at 3140 Preston
Highway, was the southern edge of the
destruction, lylng on the property of the
Edw. Oehrle and Coal Co,, some-
where between the firm's truck garage
that was leveled and its large silos that
were left standing.

.

buildings and trees

“there's pothing left now hut to tear it
all down and start over.”

Although twisted, deformed and sag-
glog, the old frame (ront office 1is
ironically still standing.

“I was going 10 have it torn dawn next
month anyway, and it's the only one left
standing,” Schwartz said.

Similar luck shone on Barnell's em-
ployes following his wxening call, he
said. Most of his workers were told Lo
come to the firm's front office after he
telephoned, and they did, although some
were lsughing at all the fusy, be said.

Afterward, surveying his colla L 300-
foot long, 25,000 squsre-fout bullding snd
the cars buried under the rubble,
Barnett noted, “The only thing that sur-
vived was the office, where most of the
people were. Nobody got hurt, except for
one fellow who got cut an the face,

“Everything else was totally demol-
tshed,” he sald, including an inventory
worth aboat $500,000 that wss ravaged
by both the wind and then waler from
broken flre sprinklors.

“We'll just have to rmee the whole
building." '

From the Preston business district the
winds went an to asssult Audubon Park,
the heavily treed residentisl area ac
ross the streot. Trees, either uprooted or
broken, were everywhere. Gutters and
slorm windows were ripped off, screened
porches gone, windows shattered and
garages smashed in several blocks.

At the western end of Audubon Park-

Fred Allen Jr. wnd his family were
watching TV in their living reom at 039
Audubon Parkwoy shortly before the
winds hit, They heard the warnings and
the power weni out. Then. after what
Allen said was & “beck of &n argument™
with one son, lhey hoaded toward the
basement,

When they emerged, the front windows
of their house were shattered, the chim.
ney was gone and scveral trees were up
rooted. The gerage was smashed by one
tree and the screened fromt porch was
rippod apart, with the celling lifted Into
an are 4nd one of the pieces of wood
stieking through the window at which
Allen had been sitting.

“I couldn't care less,” he said. “I'm just
50 ‘fhd everybody's all right and that we
had enough sense to go to the basement,

“I can tell you one thing though, I'm
in the insurance business and this 1s one
claim that'll be processed quick."

Hoss lane s hit

The torpado then roared aver to Hess
Lane, where, sfier collapsing many gar-
ages and tegring at roofs and gutlers, it
hit homes, schools and churches.

One side of the rvof of the Audubon
Baptist Church, at 1048 Hess Lane, was
Lifted off, but somebow the underlying
sanctuary and its ceiling remained un-
scathed, although windows on both sides
of the building were blown vut,

Across Hess Lane one of the John J.

way virtually nothing escaped some dam-
age. Bul again, according to police and
firemen in the area, there were no serl-
ous Injuries repnﬂecf.

Audubon Elementary School's two wings
was demalished. Its roof, mixed with
assorted books and papers, was scattered
ina glbylml field and its rooms were full
of rubble and piles of desks.

Audubon Park: City’s 1st residential area hit by wind is a tangle of broken buildings and trees

Not far up the street was the northern
edge, just about at 3034 Preston where
Steier's mother huddled, The enly sign
of dedtruction thore was a hole in the
roof, where one of the heaters from
Bamott's rubbor  company 3t 3118
Preston had landed. Next door, al the gus
atation where Steler works, only some
litter In the porvice area bespoke say-
thing unusual,

Schwartz's business was s sprawling
one, a small rickety frame office in front
with a two-story concrete-block building
strotching out behind for nearly the
length of a football field. R

“T heard on the radio that it was oa its

and 1 wont out to let the dogs loose,”
wartz recalled. “I didn't want them
trapped out there,

“It b:lmunod so fast. The nolse got
real terrific and high, and I no sconer
got back inside thun the windows started
popping in—pop-pop-poppop—one at a
time, starting at the back and coming
towards me.

“I just jumped in there, and every-
thing waa flying past me. 1 got down on
the foor and figured everylhing was
going to come down on me."

But he was lucky. Schwarte had
chosen as his refuge the one portion of
his long bullding whose celling was re-
inforced. When the winds finished, the
top story of the building had been
knocked completely off, all the windows
were blown in and equipment both inside
and out was strewn about,

But he came out unharmed. "I didnt
e:& up with a scratch on anything,” he

said,
The rerial company represented 13
years of his lifo, Schwartz said, and

Acrass Pindell Avenue the tornado tore
oft nearly twofloors worth of a corner
of &t Stephen Catholic School, after
damagzing the church’s roof The storm
then continued its course through George
Rogers Clark Park ond on east to where
"lbe destruction betame even mofe com:
plete

The Duvalls” home was hit just before
the schools and churches. Mrs, Duvall
deseribed ber bome as “what used to be
2028 Delor Ave"

Mrs. DuVall had just returned home
and had heard the wartings on the car
radio, Everything “gol real still" she
said, and she decided to feed the dogs
Then vame “this whistle, like a plane,”
the wind that kept her from opening the
door and the dog from moving and the
sound of shattering glass

“T went down and got In the corner of
the basement like you're supposed to do,”
she said, “1 was all right until it was
over, then 1 was like z dishrag.”

When she came up, the rvof of her
house was gone along with many of the
belongings in the front rooms of the
house. A sholgun had been snapped in
balf and glass fregments from a window
had slashed through s closet door. A
Ray Harm print was gone, but beoks in
# living room bookcase were unmaolested
and a family heirloom -—a pewter muz
from Ireland — was untouched. .

“All In all, we were really fortunate”
said M. DuVall, "All the materia) things
can be replaced, but life can't be, I guess
something fike this brings you o your
senses about what's reslly important

Her Basset hound also survived. The
dog was found about a block from !ls



By DENNIS POLITE
Louhvilie Times Saalf Wiiter
Nothing was left of parts of Cherokee
Park except memnnes of whal il hod been
like The omce lush greon foresl siood
denuided,

Bardstown Road between Eastern Park-
vay-and Homnycastle Avenue was strewn
with telephone poles, trees, roofing and
Jpuier dehris,

At the comer of Femwood and
Stesens svenues a woman cried almost
nosontrollably. Her howse was hard hit
Thére was nothing she could do but point
to it — broken windows, missing doors
and all—and ery aven louder.

This was what wis left of some of the
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The Highlands: Only Pearl Harbor was worse than this, veteran says

Higklands vesterduy after tornadic winds
and rains swept through.

The srests were littored with people's
dream  houses, Cars were ymushed by
frees that once gave shade.  Garuges
were Jeveled

Owen T. Gilbert, & man in kis 60, sald
his vears In the Navy and experience with
hutricanes and typhoons had net pre
pared him for this,

Ho sail enly Pearl Harbor had been
worse.

“I was standing in the frant door when
my wile says we better go to the base.
ment," Glibert said.

Betore he could move to Join bor, the
tarnade strack. The door 16 the basoment

B T et (b wenhige sty Beeee Arveet b e Biglasde petmpe myig o e v b -

flew off and went down the hasoment
stops behind Mrs, Gilbert.

A tree In the front yard of Uielir hoase
al 1028 Stevenx Ave fell aeross the lawn,;
a utility pole fell perpendieular to it

Last night the Gilhetts oald lJook
throogh the celling of their bedroom and
sot the dark sky.

When the tormado struck Githert said,
so much plastes fell from 1he walls and
celling that be had to call 1o his wife
Monies before he could determine where
whe was,

Alta Avenue wae 2 disaster. Troes
came 10 rest REAInst Lie bouses on the
usually quiet street

Bonnycaxtle Avenue was crisscrossed
by fallen treex.

1is, veteran says

castle Ave, sald she and her husband had
the television set on and the movie was
interrupted for a tarnado warning,

The kitchen window waa up, ahe xsid,
and her husband asked, "What's that
noixe?™

“The wind," she said she replied.

He said they had betier get to the base-
ment, and suddenly the lights went out.
Thay crouched in a cleset under the hase-
ment steps, There was a sudden stiliness
and then a “horrible, harrible moise of
many freight trains; then another w»-
Jence," which gradually gave way 1o more
noise.

Their liviag room, front hedroom and
upstairs weore damaged,

When they came up from the base.
ment, someone’s roaf was on their lawn
apid wires wore across the front of the
house.

Other assorted Junk lttered the front
of the house,

“I can't got over the quickness of the
destruction,” Mrs. Bernardi sald.

Yesterday morning she said she read
about the pedple in Campbellsburg Ky.,
and was feeling sorry for them bocause
of the tormado that ravaged that Henry
- ‘?s“\”m w' happeai

oa don't think of it ng 0
you,” she said. 1

The family Is locky no one was hurt,
she said. Their four children who still live
st bome were all away,

A tormado “makes you stop and think
::ou! l:hu the real values of life are
she sal

Families leave ares

As night closed in and Louisville police
and firemen secured the area, fambies
started leaving their homes,

They moved quietly through the dark.
ened sireels with their essentials in bun.
dles or in small packages.

Younger people helped older people
over wires and tree limbs,

Lights were nonexistent in the area.

Candles, lanterns and flashlights flick.
ered here and there.

Esrller, people stood in lines to get to
one of the few phopes in the ares that
atill worked

Gene Paulln sadd he and Charlle
Kramer were working at Althaus Broth-
ers, a plumbing firm at 1523 Bardstown
Road, when the tornado streck.

They heard a noise at the back deor
that didn't woaind right, Kramer said, and
they went to investigate.

“Thet was it." he sald. A sign on top
of the bullding flew off A sturefrant
that had just been finished earlior in the
day ways hit

There was the sound of gless shattering
and the wind started blowing inside

There was no time to think of what way
bappening. said Kramer. “It was ton
fast.™ Ho had not secn anything 1o equal

Sume people walked wround in 3 daic
They bad seen nothing llke it before, they
gaid. 'They sbandoned their ecars alenp
the streets, alleyz and aveaves of Lhe
area, Some people tried to drive through,
but there was almost no way oul.

Along Eagterm Parkway fram Barde
toun Road to the entrance to Cherpkee
Park, at lesst half a dosen cars were
flattened,

A young woman sat an the parch of ane
house mnd told how she atandoned her
car eight blocks away and walked Bomne,

She spoke in dishelief of what ghe Tl
sten,

Mrs, Thomas Bernardi, of 1840 Bonny-

Bellormine
r

lh:: in his 58 years, the Loulsville native

sald,

"It looked like a2 bomber went
through” when he looked st Bardstown
Road after the tarmado,

Tennds conler is hit

The enurts at the new Teanis Center
at Bellarmine College on Newburg Road
:i"' filied with players when the toraado

L

Glass partitions were sucked {mward
by the wind. One girl was cut on the leg
Plryers took shelter next to the nets.

The wind ripped away the aldes from
two arcas of the center , Lights fell from
the ceiling.

Across the road at Our Lady of Peace
Hospital an occasional windaw was blows
out, and a few troes were downed.

"We were lucky,” W, D, Collins, #2
ministrator, szid

The wind cut a path from the hospital
fo the Tonnis Centor,

At Eds Market, 1613 Norris Place,
Mary Taylor, wifo of the owner and clork
Lois Pluckebaum were on d.u?'.

They heard the Clvil Defense alren,
Mrs Tavlor said, und she asied her ¢lerk
what the sound was. The clerk said )t
probably was the Fire Department

They walked over {o the front door

“I said, “Look ot the sky, it Jooks like
it's on fire," M. Tavlor said

Then there was a “rouring like =
ocean."

The two women ran (o the middie of
the store and stooped. Thers was & loud
pop. The front window was gone

The noise was so indense thal Il msds
her ears pop, Mrs. Taylor said.

When it was over, tYhry walked to the
front door, Except for the window, tie
sore wan't dxmaged,

The nelghborhood. however, was devas
tated. Rools were wrapped around tree
Telephoae poles stoed pskow
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Northfield: Most homes torn apart but no serious injuries are reported

By JOHN FETTERMAN
Louisyitle Times Stalf Writar

In the Northfield-Glenview Manor area,
which sat in the northeast corner of
where US, 42 and the Watterson Ex-
pressway meet, most of the homes were
torn aparl.

Apparently, most of the people in that
area when the storm hit were women and
children. It was not yet coming-home time
for the fathers. But there apparently were
no serious injuries in and around the
many new or nearly new homes.

Mrs, Llovd A. Tervell, of 2302 Glenview
Ave, ecradled her T-month old daughter,
Katherine, Their house was wrecked,

“We went to the basement,” she said,
She nodded toward her infant dasughter,
“She slept through the whole thing.
Didn't even know it was happening.”

Next door, Mrs. Joe Weaver gingerly
led her black poodle;, Rags, through the
rubble of her yard. Mrs. Weaver also
went to her basement when she heard a
teiecast tormado warning.

She also heard the wind approaching.

“Here it comes, 1 thought, For ages, it
seemed.

“1 looked out the basement door and
thought, ‘Boy, that’s really churning now.'
55un barely got back inside the basement

oor."

She looked at the shell of her house
as if in complete disbelief, “My husband
is coming in from Ohio this evening.
What a shock."

Across the road at 2303 Glenview Ave.,
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Emmerich clambered
out through the uprooted trees strewn
across their vard. They stood and looked
up and down the street.

“We're  all  right,! Emmerich said,
“We were in the basement, 1 went to the
front window snd saw the funne! coming.
We went Lo the basement."

Soon after the funnel passed, he dashed
outside. “Il blew my gas meter off." He
looked down ai his soiled sport shirt and
slacks. “1 hud to dig out to get the gas
shut off. The fumes. I smelled them,”

Neighbors  wandered apprehensively

no serious injuries are reported

whined, looking for doors that were no
Jonger there.

“Duke” was a casualty of the holocaust
}mltd struck the 6th-class city of North-
1eld.,

The dog was discovered hy county
policemen as he sadly limped on three
legs around the corner of a wrecked
house.

His right front leg was broken and
bleeding, County Patrolman Kar! Ander-
son managed to get the large English
Selter Lo lie down on his side, and blood
could also be seen dripping from a
wound in his stomach.

An elderly lady screamed for a veter-
inarian. She rughed off, calling hack to
nearby officers that one lived not too far
away and she was going to get him.

Apparently she or the pelice were
successful. Some 30 minutes later, witer
Duke had been placed on o wooden
shutter blown away from a neurhy house
and wrapped in a sheet, he was carried
away to a nearby home, .

His owner, however, may have diffi-
culty locating Duke today.

But Duke is being taken care of and
probably spent a more comfortable night
than did many Northfield residents.

On Newmarket Drive, Mrs. A W.
Greene went to the basemont amid the
roar of the tornado, She crouched under
a pool table and emerged unhurt. The
storm drove a large timber through her
front door like a knife through hot butter,

The people you talked to quickly asked
if you were going somewhere where a
working phone was available. Nearly
everybody had somebody to be called.
“Tell them we are OK. Please.”

Fourteen-year-old Daphne Cochran
stood in her yard at 5 Harwood Road. She
was trying to smile, but there were tears
in her dark eyes. Upstairs her father, Dr.
211119 Cochran, was moving about a front

om.

Daphne watched. The front wall of the
tw house was sheared away 50 that
Dr. Cochran seemed to be moving in a
grotesque stage set.

As twilight came to the neighborhoed,

from yard to yard, usually with the sume
question:

“Is everybody all right?"

The question was repeated by the
suburban fire department and emergency
units that flocked to the area,

Some people poked among the debris
listlessly. Then they'd pick up a posses-
sion, carry it for a brief time, discard it
and repeat. A book here, a piece of cloth-
ing there.

Mrs. A. H. Espich stood for awhile with
a rolled up blanket under her arm. Her
house was a tangle of bricks and wood
half buried by picces of trees. She had
a cut on her head and another on her leg.
“I was home alone. [ didn't get to the
basement."

Then her husband joined her, “1 feel
kind of shaky,” Mrs. Espich told him.

Police tried, with some success, to keep
peopie who did not live there outside the
area. The residents steadily became a
growing parade of quict people walking
back and forth studying the havoe,

Helicopters buwzed overhead. DOgs

many people were gone. A huge red sun
set almost in the direction from which
the storm had struck.

And the greater fear gave way to les
ser fear. People had discovered that the
shattered lumber from their homes held
bare nalls, A doctor gave a tetanus shol.

Police sealed off the neighborhood,
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Indian Hills: The wind divested it and Rolling Fields, but not the residents’ spirits

By ROB KASPER and
FRANK W. CLIFFORD
Lavisville Times Sratt Writers

Standing in front of the rubble of his
$65.000 house at 422 Pennington Lane,
Peyton T, Talbolt smiled.

“You know, we just mailed out the in-
vitations to our Derby party yesterday,
We usually have about 80 people, But it
looks like that party will have to wait."

Talbott's musings seemed to be indica-
tive of the mood of residents of the bat-
tered Rolling Fields and Indian Hills

. area.

The tornado struck hard here, mashing
wone man, Charles Fleming Spencer Jr,
in his car and killing him, and leveling
(houses that cost $30.000 to $75,000,

Al Lightfoot and Brownsboro roads,
firemen pried open Spencer's collapsed
car with crowbars to remove the body,

ida," said George Anderson who, with his
son, Ross, were examining the crumpled
house in the 3700 block of Edmond Lane,

“This might be 2 little hard to explain
when 1 phone her in Florida," Anderson
laughed.

In addition to the quips. another kind
of humor, a sort of things.outefkilter
humor, surfaced after the storm.

Grown men, for instance, looked laugh-

able as they pedaled their childeen’s
small bicycles up and down the hardhijt
areas along Brownshoro Road,
"S1 just got on Old Faithful" Bobby
Hatcher, of 2603 Lindssy Ave. said, re-
ferring to the aged, pink girl's bicycle he
rode.

“1 got worrted abeut my relatives up
here on Chenoweth . . . and the phones
didn't work . . . so I got out Old Faith
ful,” he explained.

But last night this neighborhood looked
for bits of humor amid the bricks, boards
and trees,

“Not a bottle of booze was broken”
quipped a clerk al Beam Liquor [ne, 3654
Brownsbore Road, as water dripped down
from the store’s damaged roof,

“Me and another boy just opened the
back doors of the shop and held open the
{ront doors . , . didnt have much dum-
age." said the clerk who chose to Identify
himself as “just Jack "™

“We were watching it (the tornado)
and we were gonna make a bet on wheth-
or (L would throw the VW bus inte those
apartments,” he said peinting  scross
Brownsboro Road.

“But it hit so fast, we didn't have time
to get the bet down”

“The way | figure 11" Jaek continued,
“Louisville has missed ail the hig snow-

Later Hatcher und his daughter, Dee,
sat in the kitchen of the looked-for rela.
tives, and laughed with them about the
bike,

Miuch of the joking seemed to be u sigh
ol relief.

“My real valuables werent in  the
house," said L. P. Spears 111, explaining
that his wife and children were not in the
family house at 420 Pennington Lane
when the tornado gutted it

Spears, a banker, said ne spent 30 min-
utes looking for his wife and children
before he found them st a relative's
house.

As darkness moved into the nelghbor-
hood Talbott and Spears stood in front of
their flattened homes, sipping beer, wiit-
ing for National Guard troops to guard
the area and tried to keep smiling,

storms and other Lornadors, and we were
just due for this ™

Thiz morning a search for missing per-
sons began.

In the light of day, the streets hardest
nit zeemed Lo be Canoe Lane, Pennington
Lane, Country Lane and Duff Lane. Many
of the houses on Canoe and Pennington
lunes were destroved.

Next to the ligquor store last night,
Ronald Parker, owner aof Orplea’s Cookie
Jar, u bakery at 3632 Brownshoro Road,
took a swig of beer as he showed a re-
porter around his water-drenched shop.

Y1 got throe wedding cakes that are
supposed to be ready for Saturday ™ Park-
er said, adding that he was “just gonna
pray” that he wouldn't disappoint brides
and grooms.

“We were housesitting here while the
weman who owns this house is in Flor.
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By BERL SCHWARTZ
Loviaville Times Staff Writer

The rubble of flattened houses sils
next to relatively ungcathed residences in
the Crescent Hill section of Louisville,
where vesterdsy’s torpado made one of

z its hardest hits,

Hundrets of structures were damaged
during the storm's savage few minutes in
the hilly old neighborhood.

Some were only battered by the wind,
receiving broken windows and ripped
roofs, Others were partially crushed by
upronted trees,

But each block In a large area of the
storm's path had houses that were totally
wiped out,

A sireteh of 50 or more houses and
small apartment buildings on Grinstead
Drive between Bayly and Stilz avenues
received varying degrees of damage,

The Intersection of Frankfort and Stilz
avenues was particularly hard hit. A rail-
road car was turned on its side on Louis-
ville Wuter Co. property at the corner,

Homes on Claremont Avenue at its Fen.
ley Avenue end were brutalized as the

High School at Grinstead and Peterson
Avenue. Large trees were felled on the
large lawn of Seuthern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary that sits en top of the

ill along Grinstead.

The seminary's 10 buildings ail re
ceived roof damage, » spokesman said
Four of the campus' five steeples were
toppled, numerous  windows were
smashed and many trees were uprooted,
he said.

Trees and power lines fell across Grin-
stead, making it impassable for cars and
dangerous for pedestrians.

When it was over, residents wandered
along Grinstead, reporting their harrow-
Ing experiences.

Mrs. William Denker, whose house al
2707 Grinstoad was badly damaged, said
only her granddaughter's seream alerted
her, her husband and three other grand-
daughters. She suid they hsrely made it
:‘n:o the basement before their house was

.

A doren structures were hit on Stilg
between Grinsgtead and Frankfort.

Large windows were knocked out the
water company buildings, The massive

twister swept off the Crescent Hill Golf
Course on its way to the more affluent
area of Indian Hilis,

Crescent Court, nestled between Frank.
fort Avenue and Grinstead Drive, re-
ceived severe damage,

Wooden homes are torn up

Large wood-frame homes at the Frank-
fort end of Hillerest Avense were torn
up, 4s they were on Pennsylvania Avenue,
one block east,

A resident sald the tornado hil about
4:40 pm, It was first sighted near the
Intersiato 64 interchange at Grinstead
Drive and Lexington Road, evewitnesses
said.

Motorists near the interchange pan-
fcked, running from their cars to seck
shelter,

One driver, Charles Masterson, 38, of
Bardstown, Ky, said be was on Grinstead
northeast of the Lexinglon Road inter-
section when the tornado hit,

“I saw it all eoming Everybody was
panicking. | couldn't drive forward, so |

iron fence nlong Frankfort Avenue wos
teaning at u 30degree angle, with debris
caught wlong its bars,

Al the Fonley end of Cliaremaont Ave.
nue, Debbie Barrell, 16, described her
cvperience as she and her family saved
what they could fromy their demolished
home at 279 Claremont,

“1 was in my bedroom (upstairs) sil-
ting at my desk looking out the window ™
she said, “when I saw a flash of light 1
started downstairs, bul the walls werse
starting o go. I ran into my closet and
stayed there.”

The floor held up

Somehow, she said, the {loor bencath
her ¢loset held up. When it was over, she
satd she slid down what was left of the
stairs 1o the rubble helow,

A twao-story house at 273 Clarémont be-
fonging to Cathleen M. Mulkern was
demolished. She was with neighbors down
the block when it happened

Fdith Ssmpson said she was pinned be-
neath furniture on the first-floor of her
brick house at 275 Claromuont when the

Crescent Hill: “1I saw it all coming....Trees were falling all around. 10 got trapped...”

backed up until 1 realized | was backing
into the eye of it,

“T'rees were falling all around. 1
a0t trapped between two trees, so 1 ran
from my car, 1 tried to get into two
houses, but | couldn't, so I ran back to
my car and Inid down under my dash.
board. The gilass was flying over my
head.”

Masterson cailed himself lucky as he
examined the damage to cars along
Grinstead that were hurled off the street
and onto lawns.

Many cars turned over

Other drivers returned (o their cars,
many of which were turned over and
crushed by trees.

The tornado whipped out of Cherckee
Park, wreaking destruction in hills and
valleys between Grinstead and the park.
At least one house was flattened on
Raoleigh Lane. An elderly woman was res-
cued from the rubble.

From Crosshill Road, observers looked
down the steep hill at Grinstead, Part of
the roof was ripped off of Barret Junior

Baptist @
Seminar

top flooy wus torn away. She sald two
boys rezcued her:

Rusinesses  along  Frankfort  received
varving degrees of damage. The Head
Rest Restausant, of Frankfort and Stile,
was gutled but Jeft plending,
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Decision expected
fonight on pup’ls

in damaged schools

By LES WHITELEY
Louisvifle Yimes StaMd Wriler

Most public and parochial schools in
Lopisville and Jefferson County will re-
open tamorrow, but school offictals had
still not decided at 2:30 p.m. today what
to do with some 2,100 elementary puptls
left without schools by yesterday's tor-
nado,

County sthool offfeials announced that
all county schools, with the exception of
Audubon, Chenoweth and Dunn  cle-
mentaries, would reopen tomorrow after
having been closed today.

Those three schools were either demol-
ished or so devastated by the tornado
that school officinls said they could not
be reoponed befare next fall, if then.

Schaol offictals met today to decide
how to accommodate the 1500 students
attending those schools and suggested
that parents listen to radio or television
for an announcement tonight,

Cily school officialy said Longfellow
tlomentary, a school of close to 400
pupils which incurred damage to its roof
,m5' botiers. would remain closed tomor-
row, but that most other city schools
would reopen,

At 2:30, they said they were still dis.
russing with Civil Defense officials the
possibility of Keeping some schools in
Crescent Hill closed because of extensive
storm damage in that area,

Like county school officials, they said
announcements will be made on radio and
television tonight

Father Thomas Casper, superintendent
of Catholie schools, said Catholic schools,
with the possible exception of St Ste-
phen, Martyr and St Agnes, would re.
upen tomorrow, They were also damaged
hy the twister,

(lasses at the following secondary
schools, which were ck today, were
1o resume tomorrow: Spalding College,
Bellarmine College, Jefferson State Voca-
tional-Technical School, Spencerian Col-
lege, Sullivan Business College and Jef-
ferson Community College. A University
of Loulsville official sald at 2:30 that UL
planned to reopen tomorrow unless asked
not to by city or county officials.

Remaining closed tomorrow  will be
Southern Baptist Theological Seminury.

Preshbylerian Theological Seminary was
still without eleetricity at 2:30 today and
a spokesman said no decision on reopen-
ing had been made

Dunn Elementary, st 4299 Brownshoro
Road, recoived the most damage. The §$14
million school was opened in the fall of
1972,

It had an enrollment of approximately
650 students.

Ramsey estimated damage to Audubon
Elcmentary, 1051 Hess Lane, at “between
60 and 70 per cent."

"I 15 completely useless now,” he said,

“We may be able to save one wing, but
1t will essentiaily have to be rebuilt from
the ground up."

Audubon had an enrollment of about
550 students,

Chenoweth Elementary, 3622 Browns-
horo Road, was “not as badly damonged
as Audubon," Ramsey said, “but it i= he-
yond use the remainder of this year, I'm
afraid, It will require extensive rebuiid-

)

Chenoweth had 560 students.

Audubon, which cost $435,000,
Chenoweth, which cost  $427,000,
opened in 1854,

Replacement costs at today's prices for
each of the three schools probably would
be close to $2 million, Ramsey said,

City school Supt. Newman Walker said
that Longlellow Elementary, 1825 Duker
Ave., suffered “considerabie roof dam-
age” and that its boilers were inoperable,

Becauge the heating season 1s almost
over, Walker said, the boiler damage is
not too worrisome for now, bul that the
school will have to be closed for some
time for roof repairs.

Longfellow, with an earollment of be-
tween 350 and 400 students, was buill in
the early 1900g, Walker said,

Two c¢ity junior high schools—Barret,
at 2561 Grinstead Drive, and Highland,
at 1700 Norris Place—suffered minor
damage from the storm, but probably are
usable, he said.

A second-floor classroom at St Step-
hen, Martyr, at 2031 Pindell Ave., lost
two walls to the tornado, but did not
otherwise appear 1o be heavily damaged,
a spokesman said,

He sald the roof above the damaged
classroom is betng supported by a “single
thin column.”

"It (the school) will have {0 examined
for structural damage,” he said. "I think
you can say we definitely won't reopen
tomorrow, but we should know for sure
by then If we can use the rest of the
building safely.”

The school has 408 students in grades 1
through 8.

Library rooms and the gymnoasium at
St. Agnes, 1800 Newburg Road, were ex-
tensively damaged, a spokesman said, and
windows were blown out of most class.
rooms,

She said there appeared to be no major
structural damage to the classroom ares,
however, but a large amount of rubbie

and
were

glass, roofing and gutters — must be
cleaned up.
She said she doubted whether the

school could be reapened tomorrow, but
probably could be back in operation by
Manday. The school has an enrollment of
dbout 475 pupils in kindergarten through
the 8th grade.

Between 60 and 70 persons. — adults
and children — were in the building
when the tarnado hit, but wore able to
get into a hallway during the storm, she
said, No one was injured.
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The county’s $1.4 million Dunn Elementary Schoal ot 47 99 Brownsboro Road received extensive storm damoge.
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Note: The son in this article “Edwin” was a graduate of Waggener High School and was murdered
in Louisville in 1976.

Pastor sets up aid cenfer
despn‘e personal tragedy

By FRANK FOX
Lovisville Times Staftf Writer

While converting his church into an
overnight Red Cross refugee center last
night, the Reyv. Edwin F. Perry and his
two sons, Carl and Edwin Jr., paused
briefly to reveal a personal tragedy.

Mr. Perry, who has been pastor of the
Broadway Baptist Church at 4000 Browns-
boro Road for the last 25 vears, arrived
at his home in Rolling Fields yesterday
evening to find his wife, June, just barely
conscious, lving on the floor in what used
to be a den on the first floor of the two-
story parsonage at 3717 Edmond Lane.

The minister and his two sons all ar-
rived at the house within minutes of each
other, coming from separate locations in
the city.

Mr. Perry was on his way home from
Kentucky Baptist Hospital where he had
been making his daily rounds when he
heard on the radio that the city of Rolling
Fields had heen struck by a tornado.

Had warned his mother

His older son, Edwin Jr., had talked
to his mother earlier yesterday afternoon.
He had warned her that weather condi-
tions looked ominous.

It was just minutes after he talked_with

her from his apartment at 175 N. Keals
Ave., in Crescent Hill, that Carl Perry
estimated the tornado struck his parents’
home.

“She was conscious long enough to tell
us that she hadn’t had time to get to the
basement,” Carl Perry said. “She said she
heard it coming and crawled under the
dining room table. We found her in the
den.”

According to Mr. Perry, his wife suf-
fered a crushed right arm and cuts all
over her body. She was taken to Suburb-
an Hospital unconscious, but Perry said
he understood she was resting well the
last he heard about 8 p.m. vesterday.

The house is gone, leveled as were
seven others on the dead-end street, Mr,
Perry said.

“All that's left is a couch. We found
the dog sitting on it, scared but un-
harmed. Everything else is gone. Twenty-
five vears of records, sermons, irreplace-
able Hnnos Mr. Perry said,

“Our biggest task now is to provide for
others who neced help. The best thing we
can do now is to make this as comfortable
a facility as we can. We have a lot to do,”
he said.
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‘Kentucky tornado-death toll is

By JERRY HICKS
Layisvilie Times Statl Writer
' A hombardment of tornadoes lashed
through Xentucky yesterday. killing at
least 87 persons and injuring hundreds
more.

State officials speculated thal more
hodies would be discovered loday as res-
cue workers scarch debris and rubble left
by the devastation.

The tornadoes brouzht death in al least
13 counties in Kentucky, Hardest hit was
Meade County, with a reported 40 dead,
mostly in Brandenburg, the county seat,

Both State Police and Civil Defense of-
ficials placed the early death total at
77 and the Brandenburg toll at 30. But
State Palice listed fataltties in 15 coun-
ties, while the Civil Defense figure was
13.
| Civil Defense revised the figures before
| noon, and reached a new total of BO

dealhs,
‘That included 5 in Jefferson, although
. Times reporters could account for only 3.

State Police had reported these ftgures:
Jefferson County, 10; Madison, 7; Clin-
| ton, 8, Pulagki, 4; Franklin, 3. Breckin-
ridge, 3; Wayne, 3; Warren, 2: Hardin, 2;
Nelson, 1; Cumberiand, 1; Lincoln, 1;
Rockeastle, 1, and Simpson, 1.

Revised Civil Defense figures show 10
deaths in Madison County; Lincoln,
6: Clinton, 4; Pulsski, 4; Franklin, 4;

Breckinridge, 3: Cumbcerland, 3: Wayne,
3; Warren, 3; Hardin, 2, and Nelson 2.

Civil Defense figures show no deaths in
Simpsen or Rockceastle countics.

State Police, Civil Defense workers and
local law officials began at dawn today
the arduous task of searching for others,

Gov. Wendell H. Ford, working by
candlefight in his Frankfort office last
night as he directed the state's efforts to
aid the victims, called the Kentucky di-
lemma “an cxtreme state of emergency”
and announced that federal dizaster teams
were already on their way to the stale
from Atlanta,

The secrelary of the Army has aunthor-
ized the use of helicoplers and other air-
craft from Ft. Campbell and Ft. Knox hy
Kentucky authoritices for disaster relief,

State officials worked through the night
trying to supply hospitals with needed
generator energy, after the tornadoes left
large sections of the state without power,

King's Daughters Hospital in Frank-
fo1l had 1o send most of its injured to
hospitals in other counlies More than a
hundred victims were rushed to Frank-
fort after a series of tornadoes struck
south of the city about 5:45 p.m. Many
were taken to Lexington and Shelbyville,
often in station wagons deiven by volun-

teers,

Most of the Brandenburg vietims were
taken 1o Ft. Knox's Treland Army Hos-
pital. Most hospitals in that section of

Kentueky reported that they needed more
drugs for treatment, and that they had
no reom for all the injured.

Almost all state agencics wilh uni-
formed manpower, such as the Parks and
Fish and Wildlife departments, were on
duty all night long helping with ‘raffic,
alding victims and making an attempt to
enforce the curfew ordered by Ford,

Ford called for the Nationa! Guoard
souon after the first fornadoes made a
swath through the state, Guardsmen are
stiil on duty today and will aid with
searches and cleanup,

Many county roads were blocked most
of the night with fallen trees, downed
telephone poles and debris.

Major highways in the state remained
clear.

State Civil Defense staff member Larry
Arnell said highway crews were husy all
night trving to clear other roads. Roads
thut could not be cleared were simply
blocked off by police.

The destruction of properly was so
widespread that state officials believe it
will be some time before a close estimate
of the dollar value of damage is known.

In several counties, twisters many limes
Teveled all the houses along a road or in
a subdivision. One state official sald
house trailers seemed to be the first to
go. But tornadoes also destroved brick
and stone houses, uplifted churches and
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smashed cars bevond repair,

; put near 90 by Civil Defense

Veterinarians in these counties were
kept busy during the night, one official
said, tending to injured livestock.

One man who lives just southwest of
Frankfort said a twister uprooted every
tree in a SC0-acre field of evergreens near
his house.

Churches, public buildings and schools
were converted into shelters for victims
whose homes were desiroyed.

The American Red Cross helped find
gheller for many, and established food
centers and provided bedding

Lack of communications during the
troubles added to the migery of many.
Hospitals were unable to give immediate
reports on patients to Iriends and family
waiting outside the emergency room
doors.

For several hours after the first tor-
nadoes struck the Louisville area, around
4 p.m., no calis could he made into the
cily except for extreme emergencies,

State officials say that the power fail-
ure in many of these communities caused
some panic

There was no power in Frankfort until
about 11 p.m,, although the Civil Defense
office in the Capitol, where the state’s
ciforts were centered, had gencrator
power,

Ford barked orders from his office on
the first floor of the Capitol, showing
irritation when hig outer office became
crowded with people who were there sim-

ply because they had no place else to go.
Newsmen also used Ford's offices as a
center for information,

Phone calls could be placed to the goy-
ernor’s office, but the phone didn't ring,
stifling communications between Ford's
workers and the stricken areas.

The huge, majestic Capitol was like a
dark dungeon, the only sources of light
coming from the Civil Defense office in
the basement and from candles in the
governor's offices.

Few cars were on the streets in Frank-
fort. State Police had blocked roads into
the city in an effort to get people to
comply with the governor's curfew.

National Guardsmen were responsible
for preventing looting, and there were no
reports of widespread looting in stricken
arcas, Many homes were demolished and
none of their furnishings or valuables
could be recognized,

The paths of tornadoes in the Frank-
fort area ran parallel to Interstate 64 and
crossed Versailles Road (U.S, 60) in the
eastern portion of the county,

Heaviest hit were the community of
Jett and Tierra Linda Subdivision (both
on the southeast side of Frankfort) and a
large section of roads about 4 miles
southwest of the city, along Lawrence-
burg Road.

Many people wandered around in front
of their lomes half in & daze, wondering
what they would do.

Paul Wooldridge, who lives on Jones
Lane in that area, said he had lost every
thing he owned ~— house, barn, cars (he
races stock cars) and a pen of deer.

“1 don't have anything !left. There's no
sense going back to try 1o salvage some-
thing. There's nothing to salvage,” Woold-
ridge said.

Elbret McMaine and Marshall Harley
were extremely fortunate last night. By
some fate, their homes were spared when
a twister destroved virtually everything
else for six or seven blocks along Ever-
green Road in the Frankfort area.

But their neighbors across the road,
Richard and Arlene McKinley, were
found dead, blown more than 300 yards
from where their house had sfood,

Harley and McMaine found the bodics
by following the path of debris. And they
found the McKinley children, both less
than 2 years old, lying on the ground,
crying loudly,

“It was the most pitiful thing that you
could possibly imagine,” McMaine said,
“l1 don't know why we were spared,
really. The thing came right over our
house and hit the McKinley house, just
picking it right up.”

There was plenty of warning that Cen-
tral Kentucky might have been facing
tornado danger. At 2:20 p.m. yesterday,
the U.S. Weather Service reported heavy
hail near Kentucky Lake in Western Ken-
tucky, with high winds moving castward,
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Only this page had information on tornado.
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April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone

The Northfield area of Louisville
suffered  massive damage in  the
twister's havoc-wreaking winds,




April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone

The most destructive series of tor-
nadoes to hit the U, S, since 192%
claimed more than 300 lives and
caused property damage estimated at
$500 million, in eleven states. Louis-
villians woke to scenes of unbelievable
devastation and counted themselves
fortunate that more people were not
killed in the stoom’s holocaust
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At Bauer’s Resmaurant (helow) on
Brownsboro Road, and at a residence
on Blankenbaker (right) the freakish,
mindless character of tomado destruc-
tnon can be easily scen.  In both pic-
tures heavy doors seemed to withstand
the furious winds berter than roofs.
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Mrss. Fielding Woodward of 200
Travois Road had just driven hom
that Wednesday from shopping
prepatation 1o receive Derby goesn
parked her car in the garage, and ¢
wered the house when she heard wha
soutided o her like a freight train

Her son, Bucky, was upstairs asteeg
in his room; he had stayed hame froa
school with a cold, The noise he
mother heand waked him also but b
decided thar it was 1o Joud w0 v
train poises, it must be a jet plane
He looked oot his bedroom window
tw see trees bending over from
furce of the wind, just as his moche
called vur, "Buocky, wake up, This ¢
it A wrmado, Bucky, This as it.”

Mrs. Woodward and her son madi
lh\'lr Way w lhc basement in time u
crouch in u corner while they heart
wood splintering, glass breaking, al
the terrible noise 2 ormado makes a
it hurls debris in its twistng funnel
The pressure on their ecars was (e
mendous as plaster and dust fell o
them. It was over soon, but 1o My
Woedward and Bocky as o moe
people wha are hit by wornadoes =
ioseemed o last an eternay

When  the noise  subsided, Mn
Woodward began to inspect the dam
A4 She and her husband, a Louds
ville attorney, had lived in their com
fortable home for 15 years. She wa
heartsick ar whar she mighe find
she lcfe the bascnent, even as s
was grateful that she and her sw
were unharmed

Walls had collapsed, plumbing fix
tures ripped out, doors blown fa
from the rooms they once closed off
Most of the fumituee in the Tivigg
room was intact, but the china cab
inet doors were gone, neatly removed

Upstairs, the mattress on Budg)
bed had been blown from his room
out the window, and into anothe
bedroom.  Incredibly, the sheers wen
downstairs and the bedspread wa
found 1angled in a tree two houss
away

See next page
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Outside, more than half the bricks
had been blown off the house, and
hittered the vard along with debris
rom ncachy houses, The Woodward's
irees, beautiful old trees, were broken
andd stripped, limbs scattered in sick
cring piles of rubble.

Ibe garage had collapsed onto Mrs,
Wondward's car, She shuddered o
think bow narrowly she had escaped
being wnside 1. A longer wait at a
imaffic Light, a slow moving truck,
anything that could have delayed her
caching the house would have meant
certam njury and possible death,

The Woodwards were lucky, Their
house can be repaired. For many
Louisville and  Kentucky residents,
there is nothing left o call home
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Construction on Ruth Dunn Ele-
mentary School in Louisville had only
been completed two years ago, Luck-
ily, no children were inside when
tornado hit.

Upholstery swffing clings to trees
like heavy snow in Louisville. This
is an area along Travois Road.
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Chenoweth Lane Elementary School,
lefr, wok only minor damage com
pared o Ruth Dunn, above and 1op
lefe




April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone

Crossing over Interstate 264 in
Louisville, the Black Wednesday tor-
nado saved its hardest knocks for the
affluent subdivision of Northfield and
Glenview Manor. Most of the $65,000-
and-up houses were devastated, prov-
ing once again that nature is no
respecter of persons,
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Indian Hills along Blankenbaker,
Newmirker Streer in Northficld, and
Teuvois Strect all resembled European
villages bombed during World War
1
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Expensive homes fared no better
than modest ones in the tormado’s
awesome winds, Below, along Inter-
state 71 heading toward Louisville.
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The parking lot of a shopping
center on Brownsboro Road was awash
with automobiles after furious storms
struck,
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April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times

Louisville

For the third time in 84 years, Louisville
was struck by a lethal tornado. On the
afternoon of April 3, 1974, two lay dead
in the wake of the vicious storm that
moved from the Fairgrounds through
the city and eastern Jefferson County.
Miraculously, only 207 people were
injured, considering that aimost 900
homes were literally torn to shreds.
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Rolling Fields—
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Northfield—
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Northfield—
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Northfield Stannye Drive—
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Tornado passing west of Bowman Field.
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Apache Road, east of Blankenbaker Lane
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Newmarke! Drive, Northlield.




April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times




April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times

# / P




April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times




April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times




April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times




April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times

B R T T RAR e AL e

Dennis Bryant was also a STMFD firefighter:
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April 3, 1974 and on—-
1974: From Jack O’Toole private collection. All of the Tornado




April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden:

“Lil” Bill Andriot, Tim Golden & Bernie Karem Northfield below also
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April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden:




April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden:
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April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member:




April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member:




April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member:




April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member:




April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member:




April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member:




April, 1974 Photos taken by Al Ring but damned if I can remember the location.
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Kentucky's tornado casualties

Asseclated Pross
Here is a list by counties of persons
known to have died from the tornadoes
:ﬂnt smashed through Kentucky Wednes-

y:
Clinton

Rex Hoover, 38, of Piney Woods,

Florence Hoover, 85, of Piney Woods.

Bradley Ooten, no ege listed, of Green
Grove.

Elfie Wells, 684, of the Seventy-Six com-
munity.

Cletus Boils, 41, of Ida.

Betty Boils, 36, of Ida.

Michael Boils, 10, of Ida.

Ellen Brown, age unknown, of Up-
church,

Franklin

Charles McKinley, 21, of Frankfort,
Arlene McKinley, 21, of Frankfort.
Charles Travis, 73, of Frankfort,
Lavina Curry, 73, of Frunk{ort.

Hardin

Brenda Pendleton, 2, of Elizabethtown.
Hermun Kleln, 55, of Elizabethtown,

Jefferson

Charles Fleming Spencer Jr.,
Loulsville.

Bernice Orr, 60, of Louksville,

Jimmy Smith, 51, of Louisville,

64, of

Linceln
Vernen Newion, 52, of Danville.
Madison

Barbara Long, 16, of Cottonburg,

5 Mary Long, no age listed, of Cotton-
urg.

Dzn Long, 58, of Cottonburg,

Lutha Lainhart, no age listed, of Rich-
mond,

Corol Pearsan, 31, of Richmond.

Bennie Pearsan, 30, of Richmond.

Mrs. Clark Orr

Mrs, Orr was the former Bernice Nie.
port and a member of St, Matthew's Epis-
copal Church, the Woman's Club of Lou-
isville and Clear Creek Garden Club,

Survivors include a son, Clark Orr Jr.;
# daughter, Mrs. Douglas McMichael;
her mother, Mrs. Estelle Nieport, and
two grandchildren,

The funeral will be at 1 p.m, tomorrow
at Pearson's, 149 Breckinridge Lane, with
cremation to follow, The family will be
at the funeral home {rom 5 to 8 p.m. to-
day,

Expressions of sympathy may take the
form of contributions to the Kosair Crip-
pled Children Hospital.

Mrs. Orr’s son graduated from
Waggener High School and was
well known to STMFD in sales.

Nelson
Lizs Bogard, 56, of Coxs Creek.
Pulaski
Robert Johnson, about 75, of Pinay
Grove.
Minnie Johnson, about 75, of Piney
Johnsgon, about 65,
Grove,
Clifford Weddle, no age listed, of Piney

Grove.
Noble Weddle, 57, of Piney Grove.

of Piney

Simpson
Mabel Krantz, 57, of Franklin,
Warren

Barbara Payne, 38, of Claypool,
Ewing Duckett, 69, of Oakland

Wayne

Sam Turner, no age listed, of Parnell
George Dale Phillips, 4, of Delta.
Carey Denny, 54, of Delta.

Laura Southwood, 89, of Parnell,

Meade

(This list was compiled by Meade Coun-
ty. Coroner Kenneth A, Hager and re-
leased by State Police.)

Peggy Willinms, 20,

Diane Williams, 20,

Mrs, Emma Wilson, in her 80s.

Angela Wallace, 4 months,

Richie Wallace, 12.

Robert Dale Manning, 19 months,

Louis O’Bryan, §0,

Mrs. Louis 0'Bryan, 80,

Martha Son, 38,

Terry Son, 14,

Larry Son, 11,

James Russell Son, no age given.

Patty Wallace, 16,

Regina Yates, 13,

Charles Fleming Spencer Jr,

Spencer was president of the Louis-
ville Drying Machinery Division of Cus-
tom Dryers, Ine,

He was a Winchester, Ky., native and
a member of Louisville’s Broadway Bap-
tist Church.

Survivors include his wife, the former
Patsy Hensley; two daughters, Mrs,
Henry 8. Hankla Jr. of Frankfort, Ky.,
and Mrs. Emory D. Burgess of Atlanta,
and a grandchild.

The funeral will be at 11:30 am. to-
morrow at Pearson's, 149 Breckinrid
Lane, with graveside services at 2:
pm. tomorrow &t Winchester (Ky.)
Cemetery, the family will be at the fu-
neral home {

Robert Dressel, 58, of Muldraugh,
where he was a city councilman.

William Gilliland, 70.

Glenn Adair, 186.

Eleanor Craycroft, 50

Alta Dugan, 54,

Catherine Thomas, 50.

Mrs. John Bircher, 85.

Larry Jupin, 12,

Columbus Skillman, 55.

Florence Skillman, 62,

Barbara Skillman, 29.

Mrs, Ada A. Mercer, 84,

Carrie Lynn Lucay, 3, of Irvington,

Dessie Shumate, 64, of Guston.

Lynn Chitwood, sbout 70, of Guston.

Dead, missing
in Ohio’s storms
are reported

Anseciated Press

Here is a list of the known dead in
Wednesday's tornadoes in Ohlo, the vie
tims being at Xenia unless otherwise
stated:

E?:... hait 31 !

Dorothy E. Rewland
O3cer Redinsen. 41, ot Wilberfarca
Helea Wilson, 55, at Pesbies

Wl Armstrons, 7

avid On Aam, &

Ruth ralmn
Clvde Myart. 9

S!::t.ﬂ‘&"'u"»
Rabert Mitlr

?wn :‘ n

Mar|Cria Samy, l7 &t Cincian

Georne Mat, 83, a1 Colerain hmhio
Teasuw, 29, at Cincinnat|

Jomu Borle, H at Cincinnati

AL n v, 84, o Bridgetown
MM yn M -r
Shorry Lyen Graham, 3

velyn !tdmnm, 50
THE MISSING

The American Red Cross furnished this
list of persons missing at Xenia:
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A secutity gusrd Jent o comii@ing pat oo the husd 1. Grogg Merillnt, 10, vutside the youmigster's wrecked bome at 6400 Glenwood Road
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April 5, 1974: The Louisville Times, photo by James N. Keen

Even the street sign is down at this intersection in Rolling Fields. In contrast, some of the shutters remain intact on one of the
tornado-wrecked houses in the background.

April 5, 1974:
Storm damage
throughout state, Associated Press

Jefferson County—Three persons killed, water problem Wednesday night but most service restored; National Guard on duty,
about 250 injured. About 700 to 800 homes destroyed.

April 5, 1974: Death stayed away, by Clarence Matthews, The Louisville Times.

The sounds of heavz equipment straining to remove debris and other obstacles permeated the street. National Guardsmen and
thce questioned those seeking to enter the area. Uprooted trees lay draped over littered lawns and houses. Where stately
omes once stood, trucks cleared away rubble.

It was the day after the tornado struck Rolling Fields, a middle-class neighborhood northeast of downtown Louisville, just
north of U.S. 42 and west of Chenoweth Lane.

Residents were drifting back to their shattered homes to salvage what they could. Sometimes it wasn’t very much.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Brooks, their son and friends picked through what was left of their two-story home at 403 Coun-try
Lane.

“Mom, what do you want me to do with this wet stuff?”, the son asked of Mrs. Brooks, a teacher at Engelhard Elementary
School. “Is it salvageable?” she replied. “Just put it into the (plastic) bags until we can take it to the cleaners.” That’s the wa
it went for the Brooks family as they attempted to pick up the pieces. No one was home when the disaster struck and the fami-
ly escaped injury. The family has been staying Witﬁ in-laws a few blocks from their home.

Still numb: The Brooks home is uninhabitable. The family, still numbed from the chaos that followed the tornado, is uncer-
tain of the future.

At present, they will continue to stay with relatives. What’s left of their furniture will be stored by a brother of Mrs. Brooks.
Many of their belongings were damaged beyond repair. It will be days before the family is able to sift through the rubble and
pick out what can be used again.

“I had just finished giving an order for covers for the porch chairs,” Mrs. Brooks said, looking over the smashed porch.

Food from a former neighbor: At about that time, a former neighborhood resident arrived, carrying a bag of sandwiches
and other food for the family. “Oh, thank you,” Mrs. Brooks called out to the visitor.

Even with all the devastation, the Brookses feel they were fortunate be-cause none of them was injured. “We are all right,”
Mrs. Brooks said, stepping around a fallen piece of roof. “I guess that is the main thing.”

The Brookses, also the parents of two married daughters, planned to return to their home today to search through the debris.
“There is no use going there (to work) tomorrow, there is just too much to do here,” Mrs. Brooks said.

Whether the home can be made livable again is not known. The family will face that question later, after the impact of the
disaster has subsided, she said.
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April 5,1974: Photo by Paul Schuhmann
An automobile and a telephone booth take the same slant, the way Wednesday’s tornado left them in the 3600 block of
Brownsboro Road.

April 6, 1974 Disaster Admittance Slip

Disaster Admittance slip, 4/6/1974: Used to get into the Tornado area to help, from John Walling private collection.
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TEN CENTS FINAL HOME
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Most of area hit by

April 6, 1974,

the tornado

was out of range of storm sirens

Continued From Page One

resents the location of one of the 39
sireffis. The circumference of the circles
represents the maximum range of each
siren. In reality, the circles are about a
mile and a half wide. There is a lot of
space outside of those circles.

It i% obvious from the map that the tor
nado's “dead alley™ was not the only one
avallable

To make the circles contiguous, “to cut
out oll the dead space” as DuRand put
it, “it would take another 75 sirens, at
Jeast" he said. "Each one costs about
84,000."

“This city and county doesn't have that
kind of money to spare, even with the fed-
eral government paying half the tab™ he
said

DuRand explained that the Department
of Defense traditionally has paid from
100 to 50 per cont of the cost of each new
sirer

Eight more in planning stage

Fight dotted circles also drawn on the
map show the proposed locations of eight
more sirens, &§ yet not purchased

“"We have maney for two of them now,
and 1 think next year's budget will make
ru;wn for three or four more,” DuRand
sadd

However, discussions with DuRand and
with spokeamen for several neighborhood
groups revealed thal lack of money isn't
the anly faclor contributing to the short
supply of sirens.

For example, there might have been
n stren to alert residents of Eastern Park.
way, Sherwood Avenue and other High-
lapds streets in the path of the storm
weére it not for & quarrel between the
Civil Defense office and a volunteer fire
official

That quarrel reportedly involved Du-
Rand and Robert Martin. chief of the Mid-
distown Volunteer Fire Department.
Nelther man was in 3 mood to talk about
it yesterday, but people who had knowl
efge of the situation were willing to dis-
Cuss the dispute

More than 4 year ago, the Civil Defense
office picked Middietown to be the re-
ciplent of a new dunl-porposs siren, de-
signed to summon fire fighters with ono
tane and to warn citizens of dungerons
weather with another

The area's existing siren, located at
Fastern High School, on Old Shelbyville
Road, was to be moved (o the intersection
of Bardstown Road and Rosewood Ave-
nue, in the Highlands.

But DuRand and Martin could not
agree on how the new siren was to be
constructed. So, it was never installed

The single-purpose siren at Eastern
was left in place, so that the people of
Middletown would have a tornado-warn-
ing device,

It hasn't done them much good,

Because of construction work at East-
orn, the siren's “electronic controls" had

to be maved, said Principal George Morri- |

son. As a resull, the siren has been inop-
erative since prior to the beginning of the
1973-74 school vear.

emerged between DuRand and the area’s
volunteer fire chief, Reginald K. Back

‘As far a5 | can tell, the chief in PRP
just doesn’t want to he a part of the sys-
tem,” DuRand gaid yesterday. “That's all
1 can figure™

Back contended that the Civil Defense
office his never made contact with his de-
partment to discuss the installation of a
siren. “"We'd be more than willing to talk
to DuRand."” he said

Back also said that the sirens already
installed at the four fire stations serving
the Plessure Ridge Park area are a lot
more powerful thun the Civil Defense
sirens,

But Back admitted they didn't do much
good Wednesday.

He said none of the sirens way activated
because no one in the volunteer fire de-
partment was notified of the tornado until
after it had passed

Would get radio signal

I{ those sirens were part of the Civil
Defense system, an dif there were no mal
functions within that system, they would
have been activated by radio signal trans-
mitted from the Louisville Fire Alarm
office

Personnel in that office are instructed
to transmit the signal upon receiving a
telephone call fromy the Louilsville office
of the National Weather Service report-
ing the threat of 2 tornado

The city of St. Matthews lay pertlously
cloge to the path of Wednesdas's tornado,
but it, too, lacks a Civil Defense siren.

DuRand said he began negotiating to
locate a siren in St. Matthews In April
1971, Initially, he said, he was unable to
install the siren at the recommended lo-
cation, City Hall, because of wiring prob-
lems. Later, he was dissuaded anltogether
from doing it by the actions of & group of
citizens protesting the noise of an exist-
ing fire siren, which was used to summon
volunteer fire fighters.

DuRand said the Civil Defense siren
would have been much louder, and fur-
ther attempts to install it merely would
bave intensified the protest

In discussing the shortcomings of the
current siren system, DuRand hastened
to point oot that it was quite possible for
peaple ta be in the areas designated by
the 39 circles and still be out of earshot
of a siren

He said that weather conditiony,

pars

ticularly wind, can easily distort o =iren’s
range, causing it to be shorter in one di-
rection than in another.

Tall huildings, the poite of heavy traf-
fic, and outdoor industry are among a
number of elements that can obstruct a
siren’s normal range, he said

The siren noise signifying dangerous
weather conditions is o sustained mohno-
tone continuous for 3 minutes.

DuRand was asked whether, in light
of the risks of distortion and obstruction,
it is advisable to reactivate the sirens
more than once during an emergency.
since thelr normal warning cycle lasts
only 3 minutes

“I should think they ought to be re
peated once a tornado has touched down,”
be said,

Didn't happen Wednesday

However, that iz nol

whut happeded
Wednesday, according lo 1he n

charge of the Louisville Fire Alarm of-

fice, Muj. W. J. Vollmer

“Wp could have blown ‘em a dozen
times,” he said, “But we didn’t, We blew
‘em once.”

Vollmer said his office did not have
authorieation to repeat the Jminute
warning

“I wouldn't repeat it unless someone al

the Weather Service, or Civil Defense, ar |

the mayor, or someone 1n higher author-
ity told me to do so0," he said,

DuRand said he was under the impres-
sion that Vollmer's office was free to act

on its own. “They can do it again, IU's |

completely optional,” he sald

At the National Weather Service office
here, Doyle Cook, deputy metecrologist
in charge, conceded that “no procedure
has been worked out" for authorizing re-
peated siren warnings

He sald that the Weather Service tele
phoned the fire elarm office at 418
Wednesday afternoon with information
that a tornado had been sighted and that
the sirens should be sounded,

But Cook said the fire alarm affice was
not called again with instructions to re
peat the alarm.

As did DuRand, Cook said he thought
the situation Wednesday justified re-
peated warnings

“Obviously, the whole warning proce
dure is one of many things that should be
reevilluated in the light of what we just
went through,” he suid

DuRand said he did not install the new

dual-purpose

siren at

Bardstown and

Rosewaod because there i no need for its
second function in an aren served by pro-
fessional firemen who don't need to be
summoned to work. There is a fire station
at 1330 Bardstown Road, near Rosewood

None in Pleasure Ridge Park

The county's largest fire protection dis-
frict, Pleasure Ridge Park (PRP), also |
is without a Civil Defense siren

In this case, too, a difference of opinion
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CHARLES WEMETCALF of Leniogion, left sad from the. tormadodamaged  hésns o0 STotally
C A Lowton of Lodigville salvage what they can mother in Rolling Plelds in Jellerson Cou.m;_

-Hmon.cuwnnwm photo, were fined Eastern Parkway, southwest of the Daniel Boone
3,)74,00!&?6.1’!“:0&! Statue, above, were uprooted. \
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The Stevenses’ home:

scrapb

By IRENE NOLAN
Cowrier-Journal $Yatt Writer

Dick Stevens came home last Thursday
afternoon to the house in which he had
grown up. He held his tearful mother for
several minutes, and then he picked up
his suitease and walked up the driveway.

He stopped at the house, where his sis-
ter, his cousin and friends were tossing
rubble off what had once been his room,

“Since T didn't have anything else to
do,” he shouted, “I thought I'd come
home. Looks like you had a hell of a
party here

The sound of laughter was barely nu-
dible over the roar of nearby bulldozers,
but it somehow scemed to ease the ten-
sion, the sadness and the heartbreak of
the moment.

While Dick Stevens’ parents huddled in
each other's arms in their basement last
Wednesday afternoon, their 35 years of
life together were quite literally blown
away.

Sidney and Jean Stevens came to the
house on Edmond Lane on top of a hill in
Rolling Fields subdivision 20 years ago, It

ook torn

was there that they and their two chil-
dren celebrated hirthdays and Christ
mases and marriages and gnniversaries, It
was there that the grandchildren visited.

Around the house, they planted small
frees that grew tall. In the dining room,
Jean Stevens displaved the china her
motherdn-law gave her. Sidney Stevens
mounted the prize fish he caught and put
it in the den. His daughter Sally kept her
treasured letters from friends and boy-
friends and the spoon collection that had
been her great-grandmother's in her old
bedroom.

That house held the pictures of Jean
and Sidney Stevens' wedding and the pic-
tures of Dick Stevens in his playpen. It
held the mementos of their trip to Eu-
rope and the hundreds of treasurcs that
two people collect over 35 years of mar-
riage.

Last Wednesday afternoon, Jean and
Sidney Stevens were both at home. He
was in thelr second floor bedroom and
she was reading in Sally's bedroom, also
upstairs. They heard the tornado warning
on the radio at 4:34 p.m. They each called

apart

a neighbor and then ran for the base-
ment,

“We leaned against the dryer and put
our arms around ocach other,” Mrs. Ste.
vens recalled. “There was a large cabinet
where [ kept flower pots and things like
that. It blew over on me and he put his
hands out and held it up. All of & sudden
it was over, We came up the stairs and,
my God, you could see the sky. 1 came
apart at the seams.”

They did not hear the sound, they said,
of their house blowing away. But on Ed-
mond Lane, a tiny cul-de-sac on a hill, the
houses were demolished,

The Stevenses' second-floor is almost
completely gone, Sally’s room and Dick’s
room are completely gone. All that re.
main are the hardwood floors. Some walls
are still standing In the Stevenses' bed-
room and the clothes were still hanging
in the closets.

Downstairs, the refrigerator was push-
ed through a door into the den, but the
dishes in the kitchen cabinet were not

See TREASURES
Page 14, col. 1, this section
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“Treasures are saved
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PHOTOS BY PAM SPAULDING

The home of Mr. and Mrs, Sidney Stovens was dostroyed by Wednes.
day’s tornado, and the next day the salvago operation began During the
day the treasures of 35 years of marriage began turnmng up in bits and
pieces. Above, Mrs. Stevens shows her non's baby pictures to & nisce and
her husband, Mr, and Mrs. Richard Zabrskie, Below is the view from
the Stevenes' dining room across the subdivision. Far left, Sidaey Stevens
thanks Gregg Myer, left, and Ross Harbaugh for their help. “I've never
soen you before and Il never see you sgein, but thanks"” he said
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Stall Paio by Pam Spasidiae
Stevens with daughter Sally, a teacher in Nashville, and son
Dick, a pilot who lives in Memphis with his {amily.

The Stevenses' two children came home to the howse in which
they had grown up to help with the cleanup. Above is Mrs
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LGEE restores power in more areas,
but many homes will face a long wai

By NAKTIN . BIEMER
Lesiyville Times STaM Wries
Louisville Gag & Electrie o, line
coewa made “dignificant progress” towand
rézloring clecinic power in stormdamaged
agoxs of the city and county last night,
bat muchk remaing 10 be done hofore many

cold apd derk homes can have their
power restored
Temperstures dipped to the low 30s

et night, and many people who live in
nieas hear where Wedtesday's tornmado
truck still had no electyicity for furnaces
ngd hights. Those with gos staves counted
temsoives Tucky: naturnl gas service wis
normal in proctically 2l areas nod touched
by the tornade

'H. Curtis Craig, LG&E vicepresident
0r sales and public relations, said loday
Ihat Jine crews sti)l are concentrating on
Lhe highyoltage wires knocked down

He said it may be several weeks hefore
pouwer con be restored (o cach individual
ohme,

Crag suid Iast night's progress re-
stored power to “quite a few™ homes, but
spld he couldnt estimate how many cus-
tamers still lack electricity.

Yesterday's estimate of 7000 homes

withou! power was reduced somewhat
overnight, he said
i
fThe eompany also bl & rominder for
the public: Continue 1o trea: all stray
lectrically hat. As EN
e arexs, It may ACLIvale
ore Wing on \he ground aod
ard
As the highwvaltaze lines are repaired,
rpatoring service Lo large areas, the com
pony will conevolrate on smalier and

smaller lines in turm untidl
stored to individual homes.

“When we sa¥ we have restored power
to an area.” Craig sabd, “it doesn't mean
we've gotten electricity ‘o every home in
that area

Craig said highwvollage power was re-
slored Yo seyeral afeas last night, i
cluding:

Pawer s re

» The virinity of Bardstown Road and
Murrzy Avenue in the ighlands

w The vicinity of Barbour
KY 22, neay Barbourmeate

iane and

Fire started by candle
damages apartments
near Cherokee Park

Living by condlelight can be hazardous.

City firemen =ald several apartients
In a twostory brick huilding ot 2122
Baringer Ave. were damaged carly today
when candles started a fire in the apart.
ment of Juhn Thompson. The spartment
bailding is near Cherokee Park In an
area steuck by Wednesday's tornado

Firemen said the building was without
electricity and that seme candles being
usted by Thompson apparently fell off a
1able onto the {loor

Thompson's apariment was extensively
damaged by fire, they satd. and seversl
other apartmonts Incurred waler and
smoxe damage. Theee wern no Injuries

The Fire Department received the eall
WL 308 am N toak il an hoar and 3
hall to put the fire out

» Along Blankenbaker Lane
Rohinswood, north of Indian Hille

near

v A large area In the St Matthewy
vicinity, along Chenoweth Lane and <
along Westport Road, Massie Avegue un
Brownsboro Road ]

» Parts of Audubon Park

Craig said there are still major ontazes
in the srex around Eastern Parkway snd
Rardstown Rpad, where damoge was rx
tromely heavy, snd in a large portion of
Crescent Hill

He said 1t msuy take unti] the latier pirt
of next week to restore all the Bighanit
age lines,

South Ceptral BHell Telephone Co, al=n
repocted  progress ovornight, but  said
about 20700 customers still are without
Lelephone sepvice i

Robert L. Eubank, district manager,
said some large cables severed by the
storm have been repaired snd thst work
continues on others

Ho sald it is difficult to tell if a fvle<
phone is working simply by dialing the;
number, becnuse different types of
troable could result in a busy signal of «
tone that sounds like the bell & ringing

— wven i there s po telophone o ring
on the pther endt

Witor and naturul gas services wverr
In good shape todsy

Full water secvice wag restored yeoté
day, Natural gas service was restored b

L
'Y

all nreas except those severely dam
sections, where lines (o many baumes
been shot off

et Phets by Pam Sreuming

Thomas P. Dunne, administiator

of the Federal Disaster Assistance
Administration, Inoked avel

win-torn Loussville from a heli-
capter yesterday. He wus
sevelnl federal
the city




April 7, 1974

"Storm-hit area is like a war zone,
with troops,

police and passes

Fepiant thensrouy trees. Numary

some tuzliy e ¢

By JERRY HICKS
Lovisville Times Stall Weiter

One policeman munching & S:l\"mmn
Army-procured doughnut said it reminded
him of Vietnam—areas blocked off by
the military, people having to show passcs
and identification cards, o command post
in operation nearby, M16 rifles scattored
about, patrel cars roving sround to make
sure activity was of the proper kind.

But it was actually a rather affiuent
section of eastern Jefferson County, just
north of Brownshoro Road and just out-
side 1he Loulsville city limits :

Familles who live in areas victimized
bv Wednesday's tornado damage had 'f\
lfm- the fact yesterday Uhat they couldn’t
got into their nelghborhoods without
proof to police and Nationsl Guardsmen
that they actaally lived there

Visitors to stricken arees had to ‘ur‘.
passes from the Jefferson County Police

commind post

al the Broadway Baptist Church at 4000
Brownsboro Road—and had to have a
good reason for wanling one,

Persons wanting to ge into stricken
areas in Louisville and other parts of the
county were faced with the same restrie-
lions. 2

City and county officials have _im[-a.\e
an 8 p.m. to 6 am, curfew for tonight and
tomorrow night in the arcas heavily dam-
aged by the storm, They announced that
anyone found outdoors in these arens dus-
ing curfew hours would be subject to

arrest. ;
The county sis0 has imposed 24-hour

trave! restrictions in the area where storm
damage s tho worst

It was two days after the tornado
strikes, and the damaged arcas bumed
with recovery activity.

Telepbone linemen were working
around the clock. So were Louisville Gay
& Electric Co. linemen, tryving to make
4 dent in the power breakdown problem.

Neither the darkness nor the spitting
rain stopped fornado victims from carry-
Ing on with the rebuilding job last night.
A few could be seen hammering away by
flashlight, Others were still attempting to
move out what was not dumaged. Some
wore bent on staying the night at their
homes, poliee said, despite the lack of
power for heat,

Some people who had more damage to
their yards than their homes were szoen

et up on the parking lot
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vation Army food operation, with plesty
of coffee and barrels of hot, fried chick-
en

The Salvation Army workers said they
would bo on hand as long as the com-
mand post was in existence.

That will be st least today and tomor.
row, according to Grant,

“A lot of people are just getting into
Jefferson County from other states™ he
gaid. “1 imagine they'll be streaming in
here agnin the next couple of days. We'll
probably have so many sightseers Sunday
that we'll have to continue using passes
for people who have legitimate reasons
for going into these stricken areas.”

Many Just earried messages

Some people were turned away yester-
day because the police simply did not
hellevo thelr reasons for going into re-
siricted arcas were sufficient. But most
got passes, oven if they just wanted to get
mos=ages to people living inside the
guarded neighborhoods,

Two women who also kept long hours
1ast night were Mrs. Robert Kelsey and
Mre. Robert Stocker, county health
nurses working at the command post

They were the only nurses working re-
stricted arcas equipped to give tetanus
shiots. They woren't too busy last night
The most serious injury was a sprained
ankle suffered by a small girl helping ber
family load belongings on a truck. But
the nurses were going 1o stay until morn.
Ing in case they wore needed.
Kelsoy recalled that Thursday
v hiey had treated a couple, both in
thelr 70s, who had rocelwsd‘ minar in.
juries while crawling through debris
searching for the mother of one, who was
more than 00 years old,

Not baviog found her, they were in
neor hystoria, Mrs. Kelsoy said. But while
they were being treated, word came that
someone st another emergency post, the
Second Presbyterian Church, had seen
the older woman,

“Many people have come in simply be-
cause they've been in shock,"™ Mrs. Stock-
er said. “Mainly we just let them sit down
for o while and do what we can to help
calm them.™

Workers don't grumble

Despite the econstant commotion, and
oftentimes confusion, at the command
post, there was little grumbling by work-
ors who had gotten very little sleep since
Wednesday's tornado,

“Whenever I think how bad it is being
here, 1 stop and think how bad it is for
som@ of these people who lost everything
they had in the tornado,” one freckled-
faced Guardsman sald, his M16 rifle lean-
ing up against an old piano in the church
basement

“Hell, i those Salvation Army people
keep bringing in that fried chicken, 1
won't mind stayin’ the regt of the night.”

wore
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RECEIVING assistance at a relief center at the
St. Mutthew's Episcopal Church on Hubbards
Lane, are several victims of the tornado that hit
the Louwsville area. From left are Mrs, and Mr,

stalf Pheto by James N. Keen
David French of 19009 Dale View Lanc, Mrs,

C. 0. Van Antwerp of 4322 Comanche Traily and
Mrs. Richard Reames. Workers, nighty fill out

forms for the victims.
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Insured tornado damage

is put at $500 million

Associated Press

Federal officials who toured six tor-
nado-stricken states said yesterday that
damage to insured properties hit by last
week's storms was more than $500 mil-
lion. They estimated that 6,000 to 7,000
homes were destroyed or uninhabitable,

Housing and Urban Development Sec-
retary James T. Lynn led a group that
visited the six states that President Nixon
declared federal disaster areas. The six
states are Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Ten-
nessee, Georgia and Alabama.

The storms swept through 11 states in
the South and the Midwest and up to Can-
ada last Wednesday and early Thursday,
leaving 304 dead and thousands injured.

In Xenia, Ohlo, one Nallonal Guards-
man was killed vesterday and another was
missing as a result of a fire in a furniture
store where a guard relief center had
been set up. Two other guardsmen were
burned.

Lynn, who promised speedy relief to
help tornado victims rebuild their homes
and communities, said the $500 million
figure did not include uninsured damage
to private property or damage to govern-
ment buildings and equipment.

Part of budget promised

Thomas Dunne, head of the Federal
Disater Assistance Administration, pro-
vided the estimate of the number of
homeless.

Dunn said his budget for this year was
S$170 million, of which part already has
been promised as a result of previous
disasters.

But he said the President assured him
that if there was not enough money in
his fund more would be requested.

Dunne said federal officials will be pro-
viding homes for those whose homes have
been destroyed, but added that “it's not
going to happen in a day or a week.”

He said the government would provide
a variety of housing, including mobile

homes now stored in federal warehouses.
He said there are nearly 7,000 trailers
available for such use and that no more
than that number would be needed.

Lvnn noted that the delay in moving
these homes into affected areas is related
to difficulties in locating needed water,
sewage and power hookups.

Lynn said he was astounded at the de-
struction he saw during his two-day trip
by airplane and helicopter. “You can see
pictures of the kind of havoc that a tor-
nado wreaks, you can read about it, but
you can never feel the full impact until
you see it, It’s unbelievable,” he said.

Hastily organized neighborhood relief
programs sprang up by the hundreds yes-
terday. Every available truck in stricken
areas was pressed into service and each

volunteer was assigned a truck and a

piece of property.

Disaster relief centers were set up yes-
terday in the Georgia cities of Dawson-

ville, Dalton and Calhoun to help an esti-
mated 1,000 persons left homeless by the

storms. Officials said about 50 families

had been processed by early afternoon.
Cincinnati, Ohio, residents banded to-
gether to help their own. The Red Cross

reported that although 2,200 homes in the
Hamilton County area had been de-
stroyed or damaged, only 30 persons
spent the night in Red Cross shelters. The
other victims apparently stayed with
friends or neighbors; some moved back to
damaged homes to protect their property.

“Our work has been light because the
generosity has been overwhelming,” said
Red Cross volunteer Dick Bollman. “The
good old Cincinnati Dutch come through
every time.”

Here is how the tornado death toll
stood as of yesterday. Alabama reported
72 dead, Kentucky, 72, Tennessee, 486,
Ohio, 38, Indiana 40, Georgia, 16, North
Carolina, 5, Michigan, 3, Illinois, 2, Vir-
ginia, 1, West Virginia, 1, and Ontario,
Canada, 8.
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Volunteers give time and strength
to lift problems of storm victims

By BILL COX
Courier-Journal Stall Writer

They sre elevator repairmen, salesmen
and grocery clerks manning chain saws
for the first time In their lives.

They sate college students who haven't
slept more than 12 hours in three days

There are 10 of them on the streets for
every workman drawing overtime pay.

They are the volunteers. The devastated
East End neighborhoods are filled with
them. Sweaty, noisy “do-gooders” who
are stralning to remove trees and repair
houses for people they haven't even met

Jack Ferron is one of them. Early yes-
ferday he came to Louisville from Cave
City with a piekup truck and a chain saw,

“A fow vears sgo, we had a big tornado
in Cave City und people came down from
Loulsville to help. 1 decided to come up
bhere this weekend to help pay them
back,"” he said.

BDave Juergens, who lives in the South
¥rd, services elevators for a living. He's
big emough to be a lumberjack. Yester.
day, he was sawing trees in a yard on
Easstern Parkway.

“I think the people in thiz part of town
would help my neighbarhood if this had
hsppened to us,” he said. “1 came over
because [ belleve in helping people.”

A few houses to the south, a unit of
Navy Seabees was clearing trees leaning
agkinst a house.

BT felt stranded on an island until the
men came by this morning,” Mrs. James
Vayles said, “All up and down this street,

By JAMES NOLAN
Courier-Journal Stafl Writer

Not all of the stories stemming from
Wednesday's tornado deal with damaged
property and lives.

Witness this letter that was hand-
delivered to The Courier-Journal news-
room yesterday

“Ta all the peopie that ain't got no-
where to live snd ain't got no food:

“We feel sad about it. You can come
to our school M you want to. To find
our school the color is red and black and
gold. 1t is called Roosevelt School.

“From Room 102. Kindergarten. first
and second grade.”

The words in print can't convey the
wobbly band-lettered message and the
misspelled words, butl teacher aide Mike
Miller thought enough of the letter to
send it on to the newspaper.

“I hope it will give faith and hope to
those whose homes have been destroyed
by the tornado,” Milier said in an at-
tached note.

“The spirit of children is beautiful,
Their sensitive minds and hearts are

| -

A child’s view

Devastation and consideration

> I
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the volunteers have given everybody a
real lift.”

The Seabees, Detachment 514 of the
Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion,
23, recently were designated the top
Seabees reserve unit in the United States.
Their reward is n two-week assignment in
Puerto Rico, scheduled to begin this
week,

“The men want to stay in Louisville
and help with the storm cleanup,” L
Cmdr. Gerald Hubbs said. “We are pull-
ing every string we can to get the Puerto
Rico assignment changed. Believe it or
not, we aren't having much luck, There's
a lot of red tape”

Yesterday, almost every damaged
house in the Crescent Hill area had at
least one volunteer from the Southern
Baptist Seminary — some 300 students
were out working yesterday .

The seminary dispatched students to
help anyone who asked. The school also
senl outl “scouts” to look for peaple who
need help.

Civil Defense officials said the semi-
nary students have been the backbone of
relicf and aid efforts in Crescent Hill,
beginning about half an hour after the
tornado passed through the aren’s narrow

streets,
Yesterday they chopped at trees,
moved furniture, hammered on new

shingles and brought food to families
without electricity and water,

One seminary student had to cut ghort
her aid to storm victims, She fell, injured
her knee and has been hospitalized.

»

!/' o 7Y

always at work changing and renewing.
;Ve h’ave hope as long as there are chil-
ren”

Roosevell School is at 222 N. 1Tth
St.. in the heart of western Louisville's
Portland area, which was missed by the
tornado.
~ Miller said last night In a telephone
interview that the idea for the class
letter grew out of a class “sharing
time"—a daily ritual in which the stu.
dents discuss how they feel about various
things.

“These kids weren't affected by the
storm at all” Miller said, "but one
girl had a friend who had moved to the
country, His house was destroyed.”

Miller's parents’ house reccived some
storm damage, so he look the class on o
car trip out Brownshoro Road to look at
what the tornado had done 1o parts of
castern Jefferson County.

"They were just amazed at the physi-
cal damage,” Miller said, adding that he
had a difficalt time explaining that “a
big wind” could do so much damage.

Miller said the students wanted to let
the storm victims know how they felt
about the damage, so he suggested the
letter. “I wrote down what they wanted
to say, and then they copied It

“T walked through live wires, under
broken trees, stepped on boards with
nails and didn't get hurt. Then 1 slipped
in the mud and here I am in the hospi-
tal,” said Kathy Waters, a first-year stu-
dent from Atlanta.

She is a patient at St. Anthony's Hos-

tal

You can close your eyes and still know
which storm-damaged neighborhood vou
are in.

The cleanup efforts have distinctive
sounds,

On Eastern Parkway, where many
houses had tile roofs, it's the constant
sound of clay breaking as it hits concrete
driveways. The broken tiles are being
thrown to the ground. Each shatters,
sending still more fragments down the
driveways to shatter again like echoes,

Hammering tells you you're in Crescent
Hill, Most of the houses are wooden and
have lost their second floors. Temporary
roofs are going up on almost every house.
Thousands of nails were being driven
yesterday.

In the hardest-hit areas, north of
Brownsboro Road, the unmistakable
grinding and groaning of bulldozers
drowns out all other sounds.

And everywhere, the ear-gouging sound
of chain saws, When they start up, they
gnash and tear at the wood. In a few sec-
onds, at top speed, they scream, It is an
efficient-sounding noise. You know when
you hear it the saws are doing their job.
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Police gaining in battle with gawkers

By BILLY REED
Cownier Jorrai S2alt Writer

Gawkers, Uhese misguided hirds of
prex who last week descended in drows
on Jeffersan County’s torneds  disastér
preas, baven't been so reduced (0 gun -
hers that they’re candidales for the et
dangered species liat,

They wore still out thora yesterdmy,
still trying to sneak and con apd s’
their wiy into the ravagod neighborhoods
still apparently oblivieas 1o appoals
through the medin, scoldings from au-
thorities and even threats of arrest By
podice.

Happily, however, city and cou
police reported late yestorday that 9
torfanEnde ) A
their war against a
ure doing a hace cHottive 308 of keeping
them from Interfering with the serinus
and alfficult jobs of recovery amd 1o
construetion. f

“The sstuatinn was not ¢ had as 1 had
anticipated,” said Loatsvide Police Chicf
John Nevin. “It was bad enough, buf
there was some reduction. Maybe some
mu]uok to heart Lhe statoments maie

= .

Yestorday tumzd ug‘ rf‘:d b? -mv--;:
Koz gronx o, v or Dppal
botg Bu:.' m&orgnately. also  perfect
for getting in the family cur to do a little
sewking. 4
Early om, fhe situstion promised 0

stitions ot the
Chureh,
Heopdway Eaptist Church, 4000

1ag4d Juwicr High Sehool,
Pgeq,

O Burean of Sortsl Insurance of
cigectly, FRCIE20

Here I5 o list of key locations and
phose oumbers fur disasterrolsted sor-
vhes

you need n weal: Salvation Army
Socond  Presbyterian
A1 Odd  Brownshoro Road;
Brow e
bire Road: 31 Grinstead snd Lexington
Rpad; at the £2. Mark's Episcopal Church,

2 Fraokfort Ave; and ot the Credcent
HED Chrlstian Church. 317 Crescent Ave
Rad Crosy meals at the Southern Baptist
Theolnuical Somivary and #t the High-
700 Norris

T yen poed food amps: At the FDAA
Irgustar Assistance Centers ar thmugl.\

« ontucky "smon Relstiona Department

It you Wave monperishable ftood 1o

FaIVa 1 s f e T T Y TR
News commentary
VUREREEE B S eSO T

e oas bad as o war Thuesday, when
hordes of sightseers tramped  through
the damoged areas, taking pletures and
rubber-necking at  the buldings and
cenerally making an awfal sulsance of
themselres

The area hardest hit by gawkers was
Chervkoet Eastern Parkway and
Hanistown Road,

“I ralsed hell early this morming”
suid Danlel ¥ Dowdie. & supervisor in
the engineering department & l‘hc Louis-

" pio. Co. “Clvilion  cars
were coming m::: steadily. lum ane
City of Lowisville var with a city official
and his family In it And some hrosd
came zooming throogh hore at about 40
milea nn houe when 1 hod 100 men in
the streel.

“Al they wanted to do was drive
throuzh und Jook and gawk."

Early in the aftermoon, the police and
National Guardsmen, who patrolled the
area with loog wouvden sticks, clamped
down. They refused to let in any civilian
cars, #even those belonging 10 residents of
the ares,

“A fow people zot mad showt (" said &
patrolman, “bat that's all we couid do. A

urm, Ahot then Lville Gag A

J v
1ot of people had been Wing 1o us, saying
they lived in there.”
police also expanded 1ho accupied
rone, extending ity boundaries 1o Eastern
Parkway, Newbirg Road, Cherakee Road,
Spranf rve, the Bellarmite campua and
Douglass Boulevard,
"We moved further out, {rying to get a
better traffic pattern," said Col. Newin
By lale resterday aftornoon, the area
fooked like a war yone. Gone were all the
cars and the amateur photographers, The
only people in the strests weee the Na-
tiomal Guardsmon, the police und the
;-ll:;«rlcnl warkers in their yellow hard-

5.

“We're gotting somothing done now."
said Dowdie of LGEE, T wish they would
let ws sel wp our awn roadhiocks. We'd
Keep e ont. Twit we Just dont have
enough men ™

Even so, a couple of younyg pawkers
managed to evade 2 patrolman wha had
opderod ¥hem ot and worked their way
onte Bardstown Road, where the damage
Was WOTst.

Why did thay do it? .

“Curiosity," sabd 2 boy, piegling.

Didn't they take the pless and warnings
wervousiy?

“ON, I guess iU makes sense ' he sxid,
St it wag daytimse and we figured we
conld walk through withoul muochk
trouhle. ™

Gawkers also appeared to be ut a mini
mum around Freedom Hall and in the

Audabon Park mrea, and they were virs
tually nonexistent 1o the vavuned sibyrbs
of Rolling Fields, Indian Trall end Noeth.
finld !

“Some of the county arens are Telstives
ly easy to seal off," Nevin szid “They
have u ot of streets in those subiivisiops
bat not ton many ontrances In the city,
we have & Jnt more alleys and side mreais
o worry about™

Nenr Rolling Fields, Sgr. ¢ T Yoros
of tfhe counly police said tratfic an
Brownshorn Road hnd boen bhesvy, bot
nol too many zawkers bad heen sble 10
£et back imla the aubdiviatons.

Anil at Northfield, s county pateslomn
sald “we've established o pretly good
checkpoint™ ot the subsrban citys oo
trance, 30 no gawkers wore gotling insitle

N resldents guestinpett by
reporter tended Lo agree with the pol
They sakd they were going about the hegl
ness of cleaning up and carting swiy with
& minimam of interforence, S

1t was much better than Thursdiy, sdd
Mrx. Watson Datney, whose dasighler,
Mre. Thomas Wakefleld, lved in the
home that is now u pile of rubble af 23
Northfield Drive

“That night my daughter cume hame
and abe sow a mothey snd her five chil-
dren standing in front of her house, tak.
Ing each other’s picture,” goid Mes. Dab.
ney. “She was ferious. T thought she
woold explade.”

Strange birds, these nykcrz

of Chriat, 245 5. 41st 51,
S.ddth 8e, 7

Department Fiest Aid Stations, open

injuries and for ts:

domate: West Louisville United Church

7781822, and

the Shawnee Preshyterian Church, 101
TT66200

Lovisville and Jefferson County Health

o f
am. o 7 pae, for the treatment of minoe Sutons

Drjvo Hd Lexington
Zoo pagking bot, Trevilian Way,

nchrh remoyal from
erson Cnunty, County Works

fogical  Somimary;

Crescent Ave.: and Bard

Temporary
and redistribute

of Paller Hall, Sonllwmd Baptist Theo-
Second  Preshiylers
Church, 3701 Ol Brownsboro l!o:dn
Northfield Nursing Home, 6000 Hunting
Road: Crescent Hill Christian Church, 117
slown Road Pres-
byterian Church, 1722 Bardstown flopd, oooosl |

Assistance for bedridden and aged:
City-county Health Department, 5845281

alr materials collected

1 advice  for
wmew Agents, Sa5-8617,

Home  bedldin,
Home Buibiers '{s

Toad, H64.6408,

Rm.n!:)_ Ipu’uvtlle—i Mavin

’
In Loufyville, City Hall, ;‘63’&"'&%

nriment,

v omeowners:
Louisville Board of independent Insars

contracting  servives:
soctation of Lowisville,

Vree mrl'ual space for two meaths:
Robinwoad Apartmeats, 8319 Nangelond

teer t & availzble ot

the In et School, o
Rrown: R $7920; Amwricsn
Red Cra 1. extension 304,
. Fres Loalsville Jetferson
County 675,

Gen viees:

Loiigyi gfiehapter of the Amerienn Red
oo, ilie Area Dissster Nelief,

)} , exfonsion 303,

Halvationgarioy, GE3-519

1.
Teifgpaon County Civil De

fonse, GAG-450
Kentud -  Associaton, J86.6430
DisaatofA s isi@noe Conters, of the Fod-

iskanee Administration:
Bellarmi College - Gymnasum, 2000
Norris Mace, 582 2088 tlroagh 7; St Mal-

the city: Broadw. To donat ary howsing: Awers the i Chirch Parish  House,
Baptist Church, 4000 Brownsboro no.? iean Med Cross, Louisville chapter, 'm .mw,’\: u'("f:'!l» "Or;. 5524208 and 9
Pryor's Restaurant parking Jol, Grinstead 4450, and H82.6260.
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The anatomy of a

TORNADO

Why storms begin, what happened last week
science is trying to fight back

and how s

The fishhook shaps on u rudar wreen s the
telltale ang f & tesnado

WINDSOR, ONTARIO

INCINNATI

Most af Wedtimduy's tornadons hit east of the most frequently slro * por
than of the enantry, The map above shows whese the heavimt can oftra-
ton of 1oemadons has occured aver a 40.year pernod. |
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BT st oy Sen Ry
cald and part of 18 warm, set up turbulent
sorn eonters Wedaimsduy, Thet and other facturs efeated areas of low
pressure in the midat of warm messt xir, and the warne air began to swirl,
sventually so strongly that tormadoes formed

A collivion of ak, purt of it
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LAST WEDNESDAY afternoon i mas-
sive storm boiled out of the West and
smashed through a dozen states from Ala-
bama to Michigan, spawning scores of
savage tornadoes. They left more than
300 people dead, 4.500 injured und caused
damige running into the hundreds of mil-
Woos. Kentucky suffered more than 70

121 s = et S0 GTE ASEIN)
a D2f .

gecp 40, Ulio 27) The small town
of Brandenburg, Ky, wss almost oblit-
erated, Areas of Louisville were cruelly
searred and xlashed by savage winds that
at times exceeded 200 miles an hour and
left stunned residents to wonder at the
wind's erratic frenzy.

It wag clearly the worst weather dis-
aster suffered by Kentucky in half a cen-
tu and was among the most damaging
in the nation in recemt years. President
Nixon declared parts of Kentucky, Indi-

1} e

ana, Ohio, Alubama, Tennessee and Geor-
gia to be disaster areas, eligible for fed-
eral ald.

How many deadly twisters sprang to
tife along the advancing squall line mo
ane will ever know; there were probably
a1 least a dozen in Kentucky alone. Some
smashed open woodland, tore the roofs
from a few barns and spent thejr fury
on rivers or ridges that helped to dissi-
pate their strength. Others, such as the
one that devastated Eastern Jefferson
County, borst to destructive life in the
middle of an urban area,

When a tornado strikes a populated
area, the people can only hope that they
have warning and time enough to hide.
Tornndo warnings issued by the Weather
Service undoubtedly helped to keep the
lovsl death toll gratifyingly low. But the
lingering suspicion was that, despite the
shocking property damage, Louisvilie was
lucky. Had the tornado struck at a differ-
ent hour, or taken a different path, the
toll eould have been much higher. For
while science is seeking ways to detect
or even combat such a storm, survival
under the storm's fury still depends
greatly on the human element, and the
Loujsville experience showed how falli-
ble that can be.

The storm:
Howit began
and what
it did

FROM THE MOMENT it was born, the
storm had the mark of danger on it. By
the time Allen Pearson, head of the Na-
tjonal Severe Storm Forecast Center, got
to his office Tuesday morning in Kansas
City’s Federal Building, Center weather-
trackers had already noted a marked
Jow-pressure system developing over Wy-
oming. The Center alerted weather offices
throughout the Midwest, warning of the
system and advising them to get their
yadar sets calibrated and ready. “We
started then to marshal our forces for
Wednesday,” says Pearson, “which
seemed likely to be a bad day.”

April 7, 1974

By Tuesday night, the system was deep-
ening over Colorado, “a primary area of
cyclogenesis” in Weather Service termin-
ology, meaning it is a fréegquent spawning
ground for severe storms. It was obvious
something was on the way.

At 7 o'clock Wednesday morning the

| Center sent its regular teletype message

and facsimile weather map to ita stations,

e —
—
and to newspapers. radio and televiston

£50-a-month
wurned

is
message

sialions subseribing to
advisory service, This
that conditions were ripe for severe
thunderstorms within 24 hours in the
northern part of Alabama, twothirds of
Misgissippi. the upper one-third of Geor-
gla  the hoothee! of M} ! all of

‘nnc M.’W&Mu.
igh the dny, tornado watches —
less Intense alerts than the tornado warn-
Ings that signal imminent danger — were
issued for large areas, including the
Southern Indiana, Brandenburg and
Louisviile areas.

“We have three categoriez of weather-
seyerity warnings" explaing  Pearson
“This was sort of ‘on your mark.'
Throughout the day we lssued a series
of watches, which 1{is more urgent
than an alert, but not a positive warning
that a tornado is actually approaching.
AL 7:30 am. we warned that severe con-
ditions would be expected in Northern
Kentucky until 2 p.m. Then, shout 2:35
pm, we issued Tornmado Watch No. 98,
for a strip 70 miles on either side of a
Hne from Jackson, Tenn, to Covinglon,
Ky. to run from 3 to 8 pm. This
amounted to ‘get set.’ And that is where
the National Center bows out. It is then
up to the local offices to issue the ‘go.”
the warning that a tornado is a real
danger. I saw some of the warnings issued
for Louisville and they looked good."

aourt ur

IT WAS the complex nature of the
storm, Pearson explained, that gave il its
lethal power. As the low-pressure system
pushed rapidly castward, a large warm-air
mass was pushing up from the Gulf of
Mexico, bringing the threatened area its
usual southwest-to-northeast wind pattern.
The air from the Gulf was unusually wet
and warm; the Gulf water is about 75
degrees, and moisture from it carried
great amounts of heat skyward, and the
gathering power of the low.pressure area
to the north helped suck up moisture and
stream it northward, building up incredi-
ble energy within the northward-moving
warm air mass.

As the warm alr moved {o the north,
it began to encounter the colder air from
the low-pressure system, This by itself
was enough to create flerce turbulence
along the storm's edge, since the low was
moving counter-clockwise while the warm
air was moving clockwise, To add to the
developing danger, the Jet Stream was
moving very rapidly to the east-southeast
at a height of 65000 feel, and its speed
served to pull pressure out of the area
directly in the path of the warm-air mass,
The barometer was often a full inch lower.
along the area in front of the storm tha

in nearby areas, and this lower pressure
also helped to suck the now-colliding air
masses forward at greater speed, while
creating even greater turbulence along
its edges. As the air in front of the low
puised eastward, it picked up speed, heat
and moisture. And as it reached the Ala-
bama-to-Michigan line, the turbulence
started spewing out tornadoes that did
their devil's dance across the country

front of the storm mass, ¢n

I'he warning:

How system
works: is it
adequate?

NINE TIMES before the tornado struck
Louisville, the warning beeper squealed
on the Emergency Action Notification
Signal teletype at radio station WHAS.
And pine times—at 10:28 a.m,, 1:19, 2:34,
2:54, 3:38, 347, 4:02 and 4:26 pm., a
severe-weather warning was broadceast,
The last two messages were strong: Tor-
nado in Jefferson County.

WHAS 15 a critical link in the local
warning system because, with its 50,000
watts and clear channel, it ecan reach
farther—four states, its officlals claim—
than other less powerful stations. As a
provision of approval of its 30,000 watts
y the Federal Communications Com-
mission, WHAS is obliged to install and
monitor an Emergency Broadeast System
(EBS) teletype, and to air weather mess

ages received. After its first warning at
10:28 am., it activated its Emergency
Action Notification Signal, By turning its
transmitter on for five seconds, then off,
then on and off aguin, the station pro-
duced a signal that was sent to numerous
schools, businesses, hospitals and other
radip stations

Unlike most of the numerous weather
alerts received in the area, this was no
false alarm. Buot, says Ed Shadburpe,
WHAS executive vicepresident, “We

trigger the alert, but people have a ten-
dency not to pay attention.” Agrees news
director Tom Dorsey, “When you do 2,
4, 5 or 10 watches a week, nokmdy pays

attention. I gets annoving.

In the pre-dawn hours of Wednesday,
officials at Standiford Field's Weather
Service were aware of the ominous con-
ditions. The general weather pattern,
they knew, was similar to the one that
had produced a tornudo that struck Camp-
Dbellshurg two days earlier. And they had
the flow of warning reports from Kansas
City, Anxiously they monitored the radar
set that helps them serve Kentucky and
four Indiana counties across the Ohio
River from Louisville.

Their aging radar, a modified piece of
Navy equipment dating from World
War II, covers a radius of more than 100
miles and supplements a national rader
network, helping the local office keep an
eve on gevere weather developments
(Though the base of the antenna was
damaged by the tornado, metecrologist
Doyle Cook said it “worked like a charm"
on Wednesday, In fact, as the disaster
developed, the overall warning system
seemed 1o work better in Louisville than
in most places.
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savs Mr boll. But the sirens did not
ound until .uln 05t 4:20 p.m.; the tornado
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tary School (the three schools hardest
hit by the storm, Dunn, Chenoweth and
Audubon, are in the county), As one

county

. emplove admitted, “We
probably

t have saved Audubon.”
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precipitate the formation of
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raindrops
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D Ydwin Kessler, NSSL director
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nd th s

ar ver silver iodide
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wind ‘currents of an approaching storm
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Ok
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“now in the development tage. that
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nia, Ohio, where at least 30 persons were killed and

-mrmlld I‘u
This photogsaph, ta
EDT Wer day, s

tornadocs develope

i ¢ meteorologieal satelite ar | pm.
hows the weather system over the US. from which
! l, kil r more thiun 300 people A cold front stretches
from western Loulstana ‘1-7» theast to 4 low-pressure srea ove

overe squall line developeed just abead of the froat, resulting mn tor OCS.
The Gulf of Mexico iy in the conter of » photograph, with Mexico at
lower left.




Despite widespread destruction,
cleanup progress is ‘remarkable’

The

scaling

By EDWARD BENNETT

Loulsvitie Times Stadl Wriler
began
the

National Guard
troop strength in

Kentucky
down  its

tornado-devastated areas of the city and

county today

what one official

followi

called “remarkable” progress by both
governmental crews and citizen wolun-
teers in clearing major roads and hard-hit

neighborhoods during the weekend

But both city and county officials pre-

dicted that
time curfew

the ti security and night
In damaged areas would re

main in effect, al least through Wednes-
day in the city and perhaps through the
weekend in the county.

Also,

local officials said they probably

will ask that some National Guard troops
be left here bevond the tenlative Wednes-

day

cials

withdrawal

date set by Guard offi-

Continued From Page One

been operating two shifts of 350 men
ecach.
But state Adlutan! Gen. Richard Fry-

ng reduced to a 150
shift

l’, 'l'l i wa
foree to work a 6 pm.41046 am
as of today

As the
mental have
yple have come back (Lo thelr homes)
we'r back on our per
he said.
ive plans were lo

company and govern-
restored services,

agendies

able to pull
cale down,'
Frymire suaid tentat

withdraw all troops as of Wednesday, but
sald this was subject to reevaluation de
pending local needs.

Both county Police 'Chief Russell

MeDanlel and Loulsville officials said they
probably would request that gome troops
be left here st Wednesday,  with
McDaniel saying he probably would ssk
for 50 men to #tay through the weekend
Both the city amd county assigned addi-
I policemen 1o the affected areas
today to beef up the patrolling force
MeDanlel

sald necess 1o the damaged
ag would remain restricted and the 8
6 am. curfew n the neighbor.
Id remain in effect through the

Hall spokesman said the same
would be true in city an at least
Shrough Wednes and possibly longer

Prevlously announced plans by the ity
and county to provide debris-removal ser-
' hit an apparent snag today

Wh ity officials continued planning
a bid-letiing to con t for debriz remov
al ineertain neighborhoods, County Judge

Todd HoMenbach met with federal offi
clals to Uy.to iron out questions about
what sorts ob activities the federal gov-
ernment would pay for,

He sald the fedoral officials have sald
that the county could be reimbursed only
for so-called “lump sum" contracts with
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Elden DuRand, scting director of the
citveounty Civil Defense agency, said
today that weckend progress by city and
county crews and thousands of volunteers
wis “just remarkable” in getting major
rouds and badly damaged areas cleared
up

'‘Thev're getting into the back sireets
g them up to where LG&E
Gas & Electric Co.) can get

ald. LG&E reported that about
3.500 customery still are without clectricl
ty, and that the majority of those should
have scrvice restored by the end of the
week

Because of the improvements and resto.

Already, he¢ said, Ford has arranged
for part of the state's emergency fuel al
ion to be sent to Brandenburg, where
ms are known 10 have died in one
of the tornadoes.

Locally, police officials said restric
bons an traffic and access would remain
shout the same as they were over the
weekend, although they intended to ease
up some during daylight on the prohibi
tion of travel through damaged areas

Several major city streets remained
closed today, bul Louisville police Maj
Edgar Paul, stationed atl the police com

mand p a#!l Lexington Road and Grin

ration of power, Kentucky National -"L"i“i Drive, said "\hx-rv was o possibility

Guard officials cut back their troop "“;F"" n;"l'l'l‘l ‘-\"'jfl.-\' be r v:n.m.d tamorrow

strength in the areas. The Guard had iy Hall officialg sald road reopenings
now depend ulmost entirely on the prog-

See STORM

Back page, col 1, this section

private firms, under which the eontractors
would clear certain amounts of land for
2 set price,

But he said the “major, reputable” con-
tractors in the county had indicated to
him that they would not be interested in
bidding on such s contract becatise they
wouldn't be able to estimate the cost ad
quately. He said they favor contracts that
would cover their sctual costs for elenring
property

Hollenbach szaid federal officials have
said they wouldn't reimburse the county
for such contracts

Thus, he said, he fearcd only “fly-by-
night and jackleg™ contractor would bid
on lump-sum projects,

Hollenbach said he has not authorized
the county to enter into sny contracts
with private firms for debris removal and
that earber statements by other county
officials that the counly would provide
sach privately contracted work were un-
authorized

On the front of the aid to victims, the
two federal disaster agsistance centers
sel up locally were doing a heavy husiness
carly today after gelting off to a slow
start during the weekend

The centery are at the Nellarmine Co)
lege gvmnasium, 2000 Norris Place, and
at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, 330
N. Hubbards Lune. and are open from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily

The two cenlers reporied that 1300 to

1,400 people visitod them during the
weekend, n relatively small figure that

had federal officials somewhat concerned

However, people were walting in line
at both centers when their doors opened
today and business was brisk

“People are becoming aware of the cen
ter and that assistance is avallable here ™
sald Ernest Ford, manager of the Bellur-
mine center

Several federal, state and local govern-
mental agencies, as well as service organ-

[

LG&E makes in comple
on downed eiectrical lpe

izations, have representatives at the cen
ters offering a wide range of heip. The
services include immediate provision of
food stamps and temporary housing, in-
formation on Jow-interest home and busi-
ness loans, tax help, legal advice and
enunseling
A spokesman for the Federal Disaster
Assistance Administration (FDAA) today
urged people not to call the conters for
information or b but rather to use a
toll-free number s up specifically for
informational purposes.
The centers themselves cannot provide
any help by phone and ealling them only
hinders their operations, he said, Victims
mu come personally to the centers for
aid, he said
The FDAA's
H00 25265806
Even as the relief and cleanup efforts
picked up steam, tragedy again struck,
A lbvenraold girl died of appacenl Car
bon-monoxide porsonin? from & privale
clectric generator being used Lo power |
a refrigerator and s {reezer
The M. Smith was
her bed about 10:30 a.m, yesterday at her |
home at 2144 Baringer Ave. in the Chero
kee Road asrea of the Highlands. (Story
on Page BE,)
Jefferson County offici subseguently
issued & warning concerning the use of
gasolinc-operated generators, saying they
must be properly grounded and vented
and suggesting that qualified electricians
should be ealled to check all generators
Gov. Wendell H. Ford's press secretary,
Thomas [.. Preston, said vesterday that
energy shortages could pose a new prob
lem for statewide recovery efforts, caus-
Ing a lack of gasoline and diesel fuel
However, he =aid, "We have received
verbal assurance from the Federal Ener-
gy Office that additional gasoline and |
diese] fuel will be available for the clean
up operations.”

informational number is

found dead In

ng its work
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528 were severely damaged and 752

L. -
Y-8 By JERRY HICKS

Lowisvilla Times Staff Writer

Al least 360 homes In Jeffersor
were destroved |
nadoes, accory

County
last Wednesdayv's tor-

g to & house-to-house sur
vev conducte bv the Louisville-area
chapter of the American Red Cross,

The survey shows that an additional

28 homes had major damage and anoth
+ 752 had slight damage
William Crabdree
1 Red Cro

disaster chairman
said the survey could

have missed some streels

“We

think we were pretty close,

considerable ¢
the survey li

Butl Lewis

s wit}
t included in

e Times today

L1mes

rant, informatiop director for the
ed Cross chapter, thinks these streels
are included in the als. Some volun-

teers who condueted the survey may have
inadvertently kept their sheets after the
figures were compiled, Bondurant said

The Red Cross does not have a mone-
tary assessment of damage to private
property

But Crabdree said losses would average
gbout $60,000 for each house destroyed
He said insurance figures houses
destroyed or heavily damaged ranging in
valpe from § 00 to $120,000

show

The Red Cross is sending s team of
building inspectors into stricken areas
today to begin 2 monetary assessment of

losses, Bondurant d that in about twon
days the Red Cross should have “a pretty
good idea just how much damage was

done” in the county,

The Red Cross total of 888 homes el
ther destroved or with major damage is
close to the estimate of 914 made last

were slightly damaged, survey shows

secretary of
Housing and

Friday by James T. Lynn
the U.S. Department of
Urban Development,

John Coleman, information director for
the Federal Disaster Assistance Adminis
tration (FDAA), said Lynn's figures were
a “windshield estimate” made before any
accurate figures could be compiled

“I'm sure the Red Cross figures are the
more accurate,” Coleman said

The Red Cross will send its survey data
to the FDAA, Bondurant said

The survey was conducted last week
by 75 volunteers. The volunteers were
instructed only to list houses as slight

ar de-
estimates of the
based on inter-

damaged, with
stroyed. In most cas
homes' conditions were

ma)

neighbors, ac

residents or

views with
cording to Cr
“There were some cases, though, where
our volunteers the only people
around, except maybe utility linemen or
people cleaning up debri he said. “In
those cases, our volunle just had to
damage

bdree,

were

Coleman sa persons had applied
for housing ass would
their houses were destroyed or dam;

tn the point of being uninhabitable
Lhe

Federal Dis-
¢ could
govern-

isions of
nee Act,
£ housing
ment for up to one year

rent-iree




By MARTIN E. BIEMER
Louisvilie Times Statf Writer

"1I'd say the tiredest you get is the last
four or five hours before you go home™
said Joe (Juney) Meffert. “The time jusl
rawls"

Meffert is a Louisville Gas & Electric
Co. foreman. He and his ¢rew and many
men like them have been working 36
hour “days” since the tornado struck
Louisville Wednesday

These davs — 36 siraight hours of
work — have been relieved by 12-hour
hts" every other night, and there's no
telling when the schedule might ease up

“After you're so tired, you just forget

about it. Your momeatum keeps you
going,” Meffert said. "But once you get a
little rest, it killy you "

("Would you beliave T went to sleep
with & steak and a beer sitling on the
table right in front of me?” asked another

LG&E crews work around the
clock to “get those meters turning”
as costs soar. Page B18. Other
storm-related stories on poges B2,
B3 and B6.

foreman. Bud Schi fenberger. “My wife
had to wake me back up to eat.”)

Meffert's crew six linemen, a driver
and the foreman — wds Siringing wire at
U.S. 42 and Lime Kiln Lane yesterday
afternoon

They were working with
that had been set aside for junk, Becs
of the emergency, the “junk” became a
temporary highwoltage line to carry elec

bie

a reel of ca

tricity to the area around hard-hit 6th
class oity of Norin leld
No one ever thought the cable would
be used again, 5o it wasn’t wound Care
fully. At times, it looked like a ~nu. on 4
g tic fishing reel. Meffe men
Wo rk grunted and groaned, but didn't swear

‘Rest kills you, ' LG&E crewman says |

‘A little rest kills you,’
LG&E cable crewman says

very much, as they tu
pried at the snarl
The cable {38 made of strands of alumi-

gged and pulled and

num wire wrapped around a core of a
single strand of stee! wire, which pro-
vides strength. It wasn't strong enough,

however, to resist winds that broke poles
at their bases and left electric lines ‘_\‘xm.'
along the ground like discarded toys
Meffert’s men wrestled the cable off
the reel and guided it around and around
two large drums, which act as a hrake
From the drums the cahle rose up 1o a
new pole, w two linemen guided it
through a pu
They've g
fert joked
and resting "
Slowly, the
through that pulley, and
the next pole, and the next. Somewhere
along the line of poles, the cable was
attached to a rope. And 2000 feet away,
on the east side of Interstate 71, Schar-
fenberger's men were reeling in the rope
Meffert used a portable two-way radio
to keep in close touch with Scharfenber
ger's crew, le théem know when to
pull and when t )
At Scharfenberger's end, the rope came
through the pulley on the Iast pole,
gulded by two more linemen. Then it
came down through the trees and
through the hands of George Merriwea-
ther, who guided it around a small pow-
ered reel on the side of a line truck. The
rope made four or five turns around the
reel, then went over to a trailer with two
large reels
Linemen FEarl Harbin and
Hutchens were turning the I
hand, winding up the used r
the

"
it made up there,” Mel-
“They're just lesning back

being pulled
the pulley on

cable was

Waosds

recls by

“Tell peo Kot us
working with 1815 em Harbin
joked No, don't tell them that” he
added. “1 might lose my job."

(The real story, Scharfenberger said, Is
that LG&E is using all of its equipment

some of it

not quite suited 1o the job
Sce REST
Puge B2, col. 1

Continued from Page BI vd,” said lineman Marvin Clements, gar's erewz could bhe
. : [L.. working.” again; LG&E officials s3
» and We're 1h the old way 2 3 . » done a tren Lestt ) n 4
1 Yo tn see the now H, C. Stevens, * iynamite man," wis done a tremendous joh respond-
MR ’ e ATE pl busy the first few days after the » warst disaster the company has
) ) storm blasting holes in | to set ed
[‘ ~ne VT Wi 1w poles working their tails ¢ ' suid
hut ldi hen id he'd « senior {
! SR ikeman, senior supe ir for
f ! ski which he hadnt ! ( ov botween Indian Hills and n , '} : .
since the storm, grow into a full ndian H kee Section, where the T} X ] i N '
{ beard. Harbin expressed rese X staorm knock over u i o] tower that ' 'lll _I||.1H, ] H'\xlv 1% Lo restore the
I . rh-y age iir o4 & IWer ¢ be
by gt Anadan ot vl ol he 1igh-voltage g |‘ oltag y thal powe cun  be
r ff dozen supplied t« arcas where the lower
fid they feel out working 36 1 . IAn"‘\' voltage lines are intact
' — et b 1 t y . ) W ’ §
it a slretch, with only 12 hours . e Mol b ¢ et How long will the 36-hour duys contin-
et between™ ’ CPLACCICeNiIs 0t -
I'es i ween ue
" -
The first 36 were the worst.” Hutch Hopefully we can do this for a reason
ens 1 Then it got a little oaster. You t all gorts of calls from pecple able longth of time, z the main
1st sed to it wl they were (natural) gas ex- r 5 tored ,\Mu #n s .Il “Then
losto Stevens said. "It was just me Lhe s
A s 1i ombiex ’ v e L
1410 g like zombies, X . = 2y L) Ty But 'man said he t expect a
Harb (B. Hudson r, president of LG&E, oo
. Ba ke i : R g 1 return to a schedule of eight hours a day,
' 1 seem rather well said It is almost amazing tha ¢ have five days & week for quite some time .
sup i 20, R s Salvi no patural-gas explosions around et . andyr e
el Red Cross, the Salva b o qadt gt II TR AR = The men seem prepared for the long
: olunirers have ecked houses. “We have bheen very ,
T brin nd Anacks he tunate thalt nobody has lit natch
i‘ ] g m snacks, th . aid . ? -3 . We're pacing ourselves,” said Meffert
) ) > You have to pace yourself. You'll kill
) 1 ! k ) the I'he story of Meffert's and Scharfen- yourself if you don't" -
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Steff Phota by Robert Steinau
PALM SUNDAY, 1974, was a day for the mem- Wednesday's tornado, as a window of the church’s
bers of Louisville's Second Presbyterian Church door, cracked by wind-driven debris, reflected the
to reflect on their deliverance from the fury of lust storm-shattered homes of Rolling Fields,
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By BECKY HOMAN
Loulsville Times Staft Writer
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angry
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trong doses of pride
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Take Ramon Diaz. On & plece of ply-
woad that covers one of his smashed
18 Glenwood Road Is rough
tering in black spray paint. It
"COM'G BACK.

l.‘

let

roads,

ewhere in the shattered sections of

eastern  Jefferson County  are fiags
propped up on the hulks of demolished
homes. A sign that says simp “We Be
lieve,” is flanked by two American ban
ners, one Confederate f and pom

[u- s ['\Jl probably cheered a high school

an Lo victory.
Closer into town the torn neighborhoods
] em a bit more somber, but prideful
K nevertheless
56 Kate Clarke and a neighbor talked yes
terday about a “vommunal Derby-eve

Many of the suburban residents, espe-

cially young families, = they want to
rebuild their lots. Oth like Walter
and Betly Jobson Newmarket
Drive » unsure. They h 1"t updated
the insurance on thelr 15.vearpld house

Moneywise 1t'll prob
the lob and start
haps i1 a much
Jobson, now that
grown and away from

and Jobhson says
at aper 1o 56
! s¢." Pe
smaller bome, adds M
their three sons are
homt

in Cre

t Hill one young woman said
» determined to stay. But she
along her

she's fie

worries about other propertics

sireet
One badly damaged apartment building

Stacks ol

tree limb
ing dog i

voods, are the
¢ this week
min

~AUDUBON

Laulswille Times Staff Writer

dominant

nt sound

: sports a “For Sal gn. "It
seems to me a big developer could bhuy
several. of those lots, and build one big

How could

ugly apgriment complex

s beghn do fight the 2oning for such &

thing?
{ T rhood, the Bt
m‘“),.. eighborhood, the 8th dnd steeet: numbers 18 heas lest iy
i lv of Glenview Manor It would ing: “I6 Ad 2 Q X
' g 46 vogel s 3 ivio
nean a lot If the sume ones returned. It's / 2
very doubtful that it will be quite the you sia ong in
" yvard s fibergla
saImg¢ in 2 N estal 1 »
mater } 1o sting yo
l.JM.\l'lllu',‘ of the affected uress re ik aat) Socty —Fns
sweet smell of pine sap rises from n

main fitlered and brutally stark. The bare
seenes are broken here and there by
ty workmen, held aloft by g
arms bont slightly al the joints

Other elements also make things
surreal fu

twisted tree to greet your nose

throu

party” that would be in the honse of a
Crescent Hill neighbor who knew few
around him before the storm. And they
sald that as soon as debris is removed
from their Crescent Court area, new trees
planted by a group of residents.
trees are being mourned
as much ox lost housing by residents of
the older areas M ssy they maved to
the Highlands, Creseent Hill or Audubon
nkd

would be
Indeed, 1

Park precisely because of the lovely
1rees
A few Indicated yesterday that they

may move since yards have been stripped
bare of greenery
What shape

take in the months to follow

orhoods will
1 pecu

the neigh

is 8

gh the rubb
m, “That ir
Thing

i

PARK

Brooks
city's Board

Senn,

not the blossom Some 200 Boy Scout
scene in in the eity this
ain saws, not sOme open 2

older

owiy, the old residentisi '

[ 1 1 1 -
4o Loulsviile ""‘ covering Because of the tornade damage, the
l" ' ¢  loriado, a slorm Audubon Garden Club has canceled its
 { | o i 1 1 3 " 3 3

",'1 [_” : o I/ the oak. Pin annunl Festival of the Dogwood, sched
oaks were the chief victims among the uled for April 26 and 27, and has set

N . - o - O 4 4 i - -~ i AR BN

lrees SLrewn across yurds and streets. axide funds for the restoration of trees

Yard cleanup has progressed visibly Workmen are marking trees that
Streot cleanup awaits o federal inspection may be hazardous by tying ‘l"““ around
required for U. S, aid the trunks. Some will be cut later, Senn

said

The [nspection may be mode this week- Downed trees, especially the big oaks

end, with the cleanup to follow, said M. that were torn out by the roots, con-

chairman of the
f Trustees.
s, he said,

are o be

stituted most of the damage. Very few
homes were hit

In North Audubon an adjoining resi-
dential area, damage was moderste to
homes and heavy to irees. There, recov-
ery has been slower

in both arees

sored

Power has been substan

Across Preston Hizhway, at the Ken-
tucky Fair & Exposition Center, recovery
also s maki 1,; good progress. Il is now
expecte Freedsm Hall and a por
tion of the Eaxt Wing will be in use agair
next week. The roofs of both were exten

sively damaged.

Muny wrecked recreation vehitles —
there for a show — Jave been removed.

——
The destroyed horse barns are

still the
most highly visible evidence of the tor
nado there. Eight of the 10 still sre
dumped flat on the ground, just as they Audubon
were after the big wind struck. The Elementary School
AWZIL insurance _:dyu'r'x- and inspettors
and moy be cleared npext week, sald
George P. Mes o, director of the ¢

position division

15 offi
te on dama
It 15 1n the mi

no ¢

lions dollars

At George Rogers Clark Park, just
ol Audubon, downed trees lie where
fell, with splintered stumps seem
standing as monuments to the
fion

remuhe ¥

Genaniting Sp AT

e S TV
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By JERRY HICKS by city workers-and the residents them-

[ Louhvilie Times Siafl Wrilter selves
;7‘ ty Tayl at the neighbor- Hundreds of piles of tree limbs remain
."; Water around h in Crescent Hil n front yards, waiting for trucks to haul
#1 C p ewn with debris and < of tree them off. Bul now the area has some sem-
',: oo ompany & s and limbs, houses battered and Plance of order. Many damaged homes

of 1t

f the cars destroved

e beginnir

— 5 A
\‘ © wrecked show
1% % . ]
r-s “Why, this is clean,” she WOorx

" 7 13
—2 th the Grescent Tl of g sections of Crescent Hill look little
wat Wil ¥ won. us hetter now th a week ago. tinly
. - ifier 1he n sh s 1 y | 4
s ause 1he reside tave abandoned
&~ nuch iU 1E lestroved homes for other shelter. anc
0y Y, borhood N . S
< s I en spending ir time King
For 24 tornado struck, as o from various governmental and
o~ L wa npossible to travel many of the pr neie
o streels  in Louisville C Hil h and Betty Tayle
& neighborhood b of fo]l ¢ nd who live at 2

debris from dam rday was
are ¢lea e 1o Th power was restored

But now the 3
long hours of chain-sawing and haullng awaiting telephone service.

ne. 8 twi on But there are some, suc ¢ Pells roughly by Lexingt ro
. Was badly dam- ham., of 328 Birchwood A have roads i Clifton and F 1t
many Mrs vior and her more on their mind than the Vernon B 12 at the
have worked all week trying to T weond floor of the Pelll use center, belie Cr
J > he second floor of the | ham house center, be
tiean up . been caved in by a  Hill home no
“It's just a mess, but we've gol a v m fears that dam: to rebuild
"o TITI 0 oy A ¥ r
done in just a week,” Mrs. Taylor { too extensive to be Some tall ) thi st
For n he joy of living in Crescent ing experts have told int to oot aws om £ 1 and
Hill rather than son else was the Y v 1 i
i1 o 1 le t g n (
tree
remem i £ n ) 0
well.”
Most of t! ap
ing for f
s t ne. b
cause t! | vho
<id more than 300 per would normg r
they don' car ought some kind of B { 1
more, because they Hubbards Lane onestop L for, st ni
w the same without e g from Crescent | e of ) fich 1 )

nll those beauliful trees ¢ added neighborhood defined qualify

'"HE HIGHLAND

By DENNIS POoLIT
¢ Times Stald

E said t loocks better lay ti K of rl War I began
ter vesterday 1 L 12118 « 3 as 4 quiel reslden

Leuisy

The fallen trees and other debris had
glven way to roofe gieanup men and

1= al Umes a strange
Highlands in some p
bustie of the Bonny

front of her hbouse ut 1835 Deerwood

other people

hboar and a reporier

who had toured i} Area -
o ¢ e was gone, and most of the stores
W 3 devast lor- losed
n vesterday could see the s

seatences of

had bes

they
pul Bul in lesg than a week after the area
the had taken It on the chin, it was washing

g powder on its nose and

at would bring pow to the s face, putti
bheginning to smile agair

i Avenue, which had taken on a AMrs. Buchner's neighbor, a Pow-




, sald, "Thank goodness.” Only mo-
ments before, power had been restored to
her modest frame home and the roofers
were beginning to repair its roof

Even the mailman was early, the

women noted, Signs of normality again
f

Mrs. Buchner said there was more traf

fic on the quiet street, but that was due
materials

to the trucks carrying repair
The mothers with their babies
hadn’t come back yet, she said

Trueks of all sorts were everywhere,
with workmen clamoring over roofs,
porches and houses

On Alta Avenue, which had had trees

standing every way but straight, all that

INDIAN HILLS .

By ROB KASPER

remalned of ¢
late leaners

wood cut from the massive trees that fell
over the neighborhood

oeny
were coming back

arages that
the houses; some people
of their housey

ture-chilled
seen
men swept in front of their houses

t was stumps, and a few

All over the area there were stacks of

At Deerwood and Norris Place, the gro-
store smiled and said things

OWner

all were still the
behind some of
had moved

- muyhe nevet to return

this, there
lay in ruins

dehind

out

n

sunshine in the tempera-
neighborhoods: women were
the porches and

L there was

a&gain talking on

Dave French, who yesterday was wrap-
1009 Daleview

Levlaviile Times Stalt Writer ping his punctured home at

4 ' lastic sheets, ss e probably

The angry funnel rearranged life for Lane with plastic sheets, said he probably
the r ents of Rolling Fields and Indian Wil go back to work next week
Hills , .

And Pat Spencer, who husband,

Nos veek lat thev are leving to Charie was killed in the storm, pride
reconstruct some semblance ! N

MR e ance (ot the wa fully told visitors vesterday of the recent

they were
bott, for exan
ll Hse on

rday they
{ Florida va

on't be
Abbott explained

A famils N

nearby
damage

N already
an. Ahbott

surveying the damage inflicted on the
family home and tennis court at 127 In-
dian Hills Trail

“We've got two acres here. [U's a para

dise for us,” he sald

R. B, Beale, a retired General Electric
Co. executive and his wife, Margaret, said
they had lttle hesitation  deciding 1o

build n $75,000 house to replace the ren
nants of their home on Club Lane

"There was nothing else we wanted to
do.” Mrs. Beale sald. “We don't want an
apartment. We don't want a small house

And we have a swimming pool.”

Rut the wife of another retired GE ex
eculive said she thought they might move

to & neighbarhood with more trees

much we can do aboul

whose hon

yard at 403 Rolling Lane, “And it is going

Qur Lody
of Pecce

taken her engagement and wedding rings
off to do housework. She found the wed-
ding ring and has been searching for the
engagement ring each day for the past
week

The moves scemed to follow a pattern
after the

tornado, victims stayed

A few days

wccomplishments  of her, 20monthold  with relatives or in motels
granddaughter Inter, they rented apartments. And now
s w move into the apartments, they
For most of the viclims of the twister are pondering the guestion of where they
the past week is remes A e will move next.
( gomeration of hunts nt
casu and dis rance settlements  haven't  been
nce agen campleted for most residents, But none
X theless, the majorily seem anxious to
I'm looking for my engagement ring rebuild their homes.
My \bhntt sald yesterdey, Before the
vind wh 1 away her house, she had “Oh, we'll stay here,” suaid Fadell,
“We love trees,” said Dorothy Biggs,

standing among the fallen timbers in her

to B pretty desolate for the next five
years”
Only one homeowner said he b re

celved an offer to buy his lot and ruined

house, He sald he turned it down

chtime at a re
Preshyien

Lun lef center in the See-
ond Church, 3701 Old
Brownshoro Road, has served as a gather
ing pomt and font nformation on how
o recover from a tornado

an

One tornado victim, who preferred to
remain unidentified, offered this warn
ing: “Don't get that scratchy fibergl
insulation on your clothes It's really

tough on your undies

728

Fislds




NORTHFIELD .

one, we'll stay, we'll rebuild the house,
he said.

If not, Jobsan thearizes that his home
owner's insurance coverage will amount
to enough 1o pay off his mortgage. He'll
sell the ot for what he can get and move,
although he doesn’t want to,

Fastened to what remains of the front
section of Jobson's home is an American
flag, one of several visible in the city

Jobson said his children found the flag
in the attic over the weekend and put it
up

While he spoke, Jobson crumpled the
only edition he recovered of a 40-vear
collection of “Jobson's Journal” a
pamphlet printed by his father. It was
dated September 1915, He let the mild
breeze blow it from his hand

The realistic aspect of what occurred in
Northfield is visible on an empty lot in
the northwest section of the city over-
looking the Watterson Expressway.,

April 10, 1974

By FRANK FOX
Lovlsville Times Stall Writer
The sentiment is plainly expressed in
large stenciled block letters in the city's
bulletin box, just past the police blockade
inside the city’s main entrance off US.
42
The message
RISE AGAIN!"
It was posted vesterday, six dayvs after a
tornado ripped o poath of destruction
through the north-central section of the
Gth-class city
Northfield, a city of mostly $50 000-
plus homes, was hit hard. According to an
estimate by Phil S, Crutcher, eity clerk,
as moany as 60 of the city's 246 homes
were Jeveled.

“NORTHFIELD WILL

At least 15 more were damaged serious-
1y enough to prompt occupants to move.

Crutcher thinks the philosophy will be
to return, to rebuild. At least no one has
indicated to the contrary, he said yester.
day

But amidst the rubble of his two-story
brick home yesterday afternoon, Walter
Jobson was still-visibly stunned

He and his wife, Elizabeth, lost nearly
everything

There's an even chance, he said, that
they mayv be forced from the city and |
their home for the last 15 years.

“Our staving depends on the SBA (the
Small Business Administralion)”, Jobson
said [

“if 1 can get a loan, a small-interest |

Former residents couldn’t be located
vesterday. Virtually every person work-
ing in and around the devastated homes
were
penters, plumbers and electricians

repsirmen, roofers, dry ors, car-

On it is a motor home serving as head-
guarters for a4 team of 10 insurance ad-
jlusters,

Ken Yeoager, a district-claims manager
from the firm's regional office in Mem-
phis, Tenn,, 15 coordinating his company's
effort.

One construction wor
not to be identified, looked out ot
seemed to be hundreds of others en
in similar tasks and said that ot the cur
rent level of (construction) activity, “this
place is goin' to resemble a livable place

damn 'soon at this rate.”

The motor home was set up Iast Satur-
dav afternoon, Since then, according to
Yeager, his company has paid oul more
than $1 million in claims.

Yeager sald the Northfield location was
selected because the nrea has a heavy the
concentration of pol

vholders

“NORTHFIELD WILL RISE AGAIN!

His observation seemed to get support
from at
yvesterday afternoon

east one person leaving the city

Pasted on the car's rear windshield was

same stencil-lettered mes

Bt P e Ly AT

Help by the truckload for storm victims

Hupes for tormada victios we being made Urighter n an aticsgihors
mmed fot lack of slectncity ot the Secund Presbiyterias Church, 31701
Old Bevwnsborn Romt Mes Goorge Wombwall
chitlung andt housslinid goocds in the mamunoth collectacn wt the clurch

oft. holped 10 sort the

tho storm, Woeloers sk (haa

necds clothing comve to the chur

Donatioes wiill ure ecoded Dackuse the Selvaten Army W ssng part of
the chusrch's collésticos to roplenisdy o stock, which wi degiletnd aftee

ittt —atn

At tormacio

b und chodse what & neesded
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PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, just north of Frankfort Avenue in Crescent Hill, bore the
brunt of the storm’s wrath. Each of the 26 homes pictured shows some sign of tornado
damage,
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1.

AS THE TORNADO crashed through Crescent Hill, it was photo-
graphed from Thierman Lane in St. Matthews by amateur photo-
grapher James Harrod. The storm did not have a clearly-defined
funnel at this point, but winds at the base of the cloud were esti-
mated at over 200 miles an hour. Harrod took the picture from the
second floor of his apartment at 162 Thierman Lane, looking west
over the St. Matthews fire station,

e

IN ROLLING FIELDS, M:i. and Mrs. Robert E. Adams Jr,, trudge through debris sur-
rounding the wreckage of their home at 402 Rolling Lane.
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TORNADO

... stories to tell
your grandchildren

A ferocious tornado dropped out of
a grey and blustery Jofferson County
sky last Wednesday at 4:30 pm and
tore & path of near-total destruction
across the East End from Cherokee
Park to Glenview,

In the estimated 15 minutes it took
to rip lts way through some of the
state’s wealthiest residential sections,
the storm left st least 360 families
homeless, anather 1,300 homes dam-
aged, four schools in shambles, five
persons dead and dozens injured.

It was the county’s worst disaster
since an 1890 tornado killed over 100.
Many residents are still without elec-
tricity and telephone service
eight days later,

Churning with winds estimated at
from 200 to 300 miles an hour, the
tornado moved at a speed of about 50
miles an hour northeast from Standi-
ford Field across Bardstown Road,
through Cherokee Park, Crescent Hill,
Rolling Fields, Indian Hills, Northfield

_ e Y e &*r-.

B T T
isaster often 1s a
event written in
ispaper. But last
isaster came home.
ries and pictures

ughout this issue.
s s e

and Glenview Heights before it lifted
off to the east.

This week it looked as if huoe
sections of Cherokee Park and Crescent
Hill had been chopped 1o their knees,

Mark Thompson, 8 UL College student
and photographer for The Volce-
Jeffersonian, was at home on 2749
Clittwood, just off Grinstead Drive whan
the tornado arrived,

*Lady, our dog had been frantic for
about an hour before It happened,'*
he remembered, He had been listen-
ing to WLRS radio all afternoon, but
had beard no warnings,

At about 4:30 he was about to start
out on his paper route when he saw
the cloud, He called his brother Alan
to come out and look at it, ran up-
stafrs for a camera, but never had a
chance to take any pletures,

As | was going back into the Hving
room, the wind huried & sofa across
the room, We heard windows breaking,
s0 we hit the floor and covered our
heads with our hands,

“Then there was & calm pertod, We
made It to the basemunt aod haddled
in a corner, | thought the whole house
would fall in on us when I heard the
foundation shift and saw soot falling,

[ heard a tree fall on the ldtc!wnlhd‘
the house

heard others

After the storm passed, they ran up-

stairs and saw what we really couldn't
believe, The whole concept of the pelgh-
borhood had yanished, Homes that used
to rest In a grove of trees were in
shambles and the trees were flattened,

“The girl across the street was
screaming in horror and two toors
away a family of four was climbing
out of their roof because thelr house
was 1ying on Its side”

Among theé many persons ln Louls-
ville who heard and heeded the tor-
nado warnings eéarly Wednesdayaftor-
noon was Jack Ammerman, director
of the Crescent Hill Children’s Cen-
ter at 2822 Frankfort Ave,

As a result, the 25 or so children
had been In a basement play area
of St, Mark's Episcopal Church for
over an hour when the lights went out
and the tornado blew over,

“Jt blew out the {small, cellar-type)
windows in the basement and our ears
popped from the pressure,” sald a
harried Ammerman shortly after the
storm, He had watched its approach
as he listened to a radio In a first
floor room of the church conter,

“When 1 first spotted §t, 1 got all
the aduits downstairs and it seemed
we weare there for about two nlnutes

Thompson sald,

before it actually hit,’* The teachers
and about 25 children huddled in the
center of the room and were unhurt,
As soon as It was safe, all moved
upstalrs to the dining room and & Hght
supper was belng served by candle-
light until worried parents could col-
lect their children,

Immediately outside a tree had blown
over crushing the second floor of Roy
White's house at 110 1/2 Kennedy
Court,

White’s frame home does not have
4 basement, so when he heard things
breaking' he ran from the second story
closet where he was changing clothes,
grabbed their baby dauehter and ran
downstalrs to lle flat in the lving-
room, He lay there for about five
minutes untll he felt it was safe to
mave,

As Whnite was dashing downstatrs,
their cat fled (hv doomaed tree and made
it indoors =i .

Further t on Frangfort, on the
fring¢ of the tornado's path, Ear]
Thompson was wl ;weem up
glass fronkhis: :

'ﬂM..
heard an eerie, high-pitched sound
and went rlight for the basement,'
“1 thon went up to
close the front door, Lot the vwindcame
up and I ran dack to the tasement,
I think that open door saved mystore,”’

In Crescent Hil), the storm hithardest
on Pennsylvania Avenue, opposity the
Louisville Water Company,

Mrs, Charles Hess and her husband
live at 123 Pennsylvania and today they
belleve In miracies,

When the tornado came, they barely
had time fo make it to the basemant
steps, Mrs, Hess recalled;

1 was afraid we weren’t going to
Uve through it, My bhusband fell on top
of me, [ remember hearing the roar of
the noise, the sounds of the twisting
metal and Nylng glass, Twasn't worrled
about losing my house, | just kept say-
ing, 'God save us, God save us® "

Windows in all 12 rooms were broken;
crippled trees fil'ed the back yard and
landed on the two Hess cars, Several
inches of broken possessions and glass
covered the floors A two-by-six-Inck
beam was driven through a concrete
wall,

But a family heirloom dish, made in
1784 and handed down from generation
to generation was still intact, So were
some preclous vases,

And the Hess spirit lives, They will

Continued to Page 6
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EDITORIAL

Our unheard warning system

Those of us who listen to the
radio much know that the broad-
casters have a very slick sys-
rem for warning us of rockets
from Russia, They used to call
it “Conelrad’” and now call it
the Emergency Broadcast Sys-
tem (EBS) and they regularily
interrupt their duller programs
during the week to tell us how
it will work,

In the umpteen years they've
had the system functioning,
we've ver to see our first Rus-
slan rocket, Bur we've had a
hundred or more tornados and
after every one there's a hot
debate over whether the warning
was adequate or not,

The moral of this is clear;
our Department of State, and Air
Force, which have kept us at
peace with Russia, should re-
place the National Weather Ser-
vice and take control of domes-
dc radio broadcasting, The re-
sult would be a cadre of well-
mannered, pin-striped pilots
who would predict nothing but
gloomy weather,

Which, for all its fantasy,
would be adistinct improvement
over the warning system we had
last week, The miracle of the
April 3 tornado is that so many
escaped death and injury with-
out having been warned by any-
thing but the wind itself, And
had we not been sensitized by
the Campbellsburg tornado of
the previous week, the results

might have been much worse,

There were warnings. Some
people, like the director of the
Crescent Hill Children’s Cen-
ter, had his radio tuned to a
station which carried a warning,
He moved his day care charges
into the basement of St, Mark’s
Episcopal Church in plenty of
time, But most of us were
neither so lucky nor so con-
scientious,

Most of us don't listen to
radio, Those of us who do
are not necessarily tuned to
the right station, Many starions
don't subscribe to EBS because
It costs money to do so. Most
of us are not within earshot of
a civil defense siren. Those of
us who are, either did not hear
it (because we were toofar away
or because it did not sound) or
did not recognize whatwe heard
as a take-cover warning. The
warnings, in brief, didn't warn
very many of us in time to be
effective, or In a way which
compelled our attention,

It is sure that, for a while
at least, we all will be very
‘sensitive to tornado “‘watch’’ or
“‘warning’’ notices, That’s hu-
man nature. But this will wear
off in a year or rtwo. Unless
something in the warning sys-
tem changes, soon we will be
right back where we were on
April 3, with no community-
wide warning system of any real
value, and an overwhelming

feeling that *‘it can't happen
here -- again.,'"' That, too, is
human nature,

It is high time our police,
fire, civil defense and weather
authorities began to deal with
realities of human nature, We
are, fundamentally, an apa-
thetic bunch, A warning system
should be designed to reach the
masses in @ manner which can-
not easily be ignored or con-
fused, It seems reasonable, for
example, that any broadcasting
station using the public air-
waves be required to air these
warnings as a condition of its
right to broadcast at all. At
present, only the biggest sta-
tlons are required to do so,

If any community is ready
0 reassess Its weather and
disaster warning system, we
are, And in these days of fed-
eral revenue sharing milk and
honey, we probably can afford
the needed improvements,

What we need first is govern-
ment's commitment to act, and
then a region-wide analysis of
the problem and potential so-
lutions,

LET

Following the delivery of his
sermon on b_qsgng (reprinted in
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Firefighters, police do ‘super’ job

Search awd rescue wark by volunteer
fretighters anit Jefferson Cowny Po-
lice offlcers went ymoothly Wednes-
day, April 1, accarding 1o observers,

County Police Chief Russeil MeDaniel
said the only thing he would change
it apnother tornade hit would be to
issue police and firefighters cans of
paint to mark homes that hase been
searched,

YThat way we could avold some of
the duplication thal unavordutiy took
place Wednesday night,

We had at least 100 units in the
area In the first 30 minutes and some
of the men weot over the same areas,
There was just no way w et them
know those houses had alveady bheen
gearched,

YWithin four bours, we [elt we wore
in prety good shape, We felt we had
found averybody who was alive and
trapsported all the injured parsons to
the hospital ' be sald,

Buat he and other police offfcers wor-
ried that vicms of the storm would
be found fn the rybble of the East
Ent on Thursday morning,

McDanial said about B0 percent af
hs $0dwman department was on duly
in the disaster area about # pm Wed-
pesday, By Thursday, about 300 Na-
tional Guard troopers wero patrolling,
according to major Tom Underwood,

A miracle

N owas just o wiracle,'' said L,
Al Ring, a 5t Matthews Volunteer
firefighter, who wok a pumper truck
to Northfleld and found himseil wider
the command of Capt, James Murphy
of Harrods Croek,

Aboul 50 St Matthows firefighters
ook part In the search and rescuye
work, Ring sald, Some worked tn
Northfield, others worked in Rolllng
Filelds and Intlan HIS dlrectly under
5t, Matthews Chief John Monotian,

‘When 1 got to my position, [ was
wild to take some men and search
houses oo, I think |t was, Glenwood
Roud," said Ring, «We climbed In
those houses oxpocting to find dead
peaple and Injured people,

But oo that entire street, we diin't
hiave one knjury, We had some oider poo-
ple going Into shock and we com-
{orted them,

vBut it is an absolute miracle that
only two or three died In the whole
thing, 1 still don't understand IL,** sald
Ring.

{A totai of five known dead had been
accounted for by April 10,)

Much of the credit for organizing the
search avl rescye activity that centered
on the US, 42 and Lime Kiln Lane in«
tersection went to Murphy, He works
for Harrods Creek on days he has off
from the Loulsyille Fire Department,

Hurrods Creek Chief Jack Dayton said
Murphy bad 2 command post set up
within five bor ten minutes after the
ornado  ripped through the district,
Volunteer units from Worthington,
McMakan, §t, Matthews, Middletown
und Jeﬂemuu-u were nrﬂﬂng in the
Wisaster area as fast as county and
St Matthews police arrived with
stretcher cars,

Murphy, according to Hing and Davion,
nanned  the Tadlo In the fire truck
and directed rescus workers o streets
that had not been searched, He re«
matned on the job from about 5 pen
untll after 9:30,

By that time, coordination of rescue
work had beeo taken ovor by Jeffer-
son County Pollee, They had a com-
mand post set up at Broadway Haptist
Church and an =mergency modical
post was operating from the Second
Presbyterian Church in devastated Rol-
line Fleolits,

Rescue activities

Mebantel eredited Detective Ed Dune
negan and lleutsnants Richard Cartyu-
velles and James Perry for coordina.
ting e early rescwe activities and
Capt, Sam Tucker and Fred J,Roemele
for coorilinating (he overall county
police activity as the evenlng wore
on and the full extent of the disaster
became widely known,

Elvetric power was out In the entire
ares bot Fire Chief Bob Martin of
Middlat had & p
working near the “command post and
Harrods Creek had lghts oa several
smashad residential streets,

Some St Matthews police officers
used thelr siretcher cars to transport
injured persons to Suburban Hospltal
4nd then return fo man chaln saws to
open stroots o allow fire and rescus
vehicles to pick thetr way in to obll-
terated arvas In Rolling Flelds and
Indian Hills,

Harrods Creek (irefighters and police,
accompanied by firefighters from other
volunteer degartments chopped and
sawed thelr way down Lime Kila Lane,

A2 & house was searched, somebow
the naturad gas
Ring sald nuﬂahn som
pleces of debris to dig wp gas lUnes
and shut them off,

Lt, Cartyuvelles sald he watched po-
lice barrow lnto bomes in Northfield,
lead people out and then roturs agalt
to locate clothes or {mportant per-
sonal possesslons,

ines wore turmwd )
etimes g&

Chiel Dayton said bls two sons, Kool
and John, anl a doctor aha was ol
lﬂﬂnuhml, attempiail to rovive Walter

Brooks, of 6404 Glenwood Huoad, who
had  suffered 4 Deart attack diring
e storm. Brooks wuas pronoueed
dead by Deputy Corones Hobwrd M,
Adams,

Body recovered

In the Cherokee Suctlon of |udian
Hills, rescwe workers 9-.|rrtm-l the

home of Mrs, Bernice Orr, 1824 Knoll-

wood Rd,, twice withowt (inding nuer,
It was not eotl] the nesct e rning when
2 bulldozer Ufte] away the Kitchen
wall of lwy home that it was discovered
she had been trappod wlhen it tell, ac«
cording to L, Col Hobert Grant ul the
county police, An autopsy luter placed
the time of her death at about ild-
night -« after the two seiarches,

Chief McDuntel reported o imate ten

or 20" police officers stopped on nails
during the rescue effort, Me also ssid

many staved on Jduty Ihrough the night
Wedensday snd Into Thursday,

=We had o almast farce =some of
hem 10 go home becabse we xknew
w4 were going ta need them far night
work Thursiuy and over the weekend,>”
Melxiniel satd,

i Jast real prowd, our people wore
supor, Amd | oan't say enough about
thess valusteers who came and worked
without asking any questions,” hesald,
L. Col, Grant wald sbout 70 eltations
Bad been issued o motorists on Wat-
terson Rxpressway who slowed down
W view e Eamage in Northileld,
Lowtsville Pollee [ssued about 50 cl«
tallons wlomg 1-6d 0 motorists who
slowed to view a seotion of Charokes
Park Ihat was wiped out,

Offteer Bob Yates, of Jefferson Coun-
ty polies, suld o reatorist rammed 1ato
the rear of another on the Wattérson
near Brownsboro Road Sunday morning,
Both were llsted as at fualt for pnt
Watehing where they were going, he
watd,

- START EASTER SUNDA

EIGHT CHARISMATIC
REVIVAL SERVICES

April 14 - 21

Sunday! 10050 am,. & 7 p.m,
Tuesday thru Friday 7:30 p.m.

MIRACLES OF:

<SALVATION

+HEALING

«DELIVERANCE

«PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS
RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIW
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Miracles’ save many lives
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‘Miracles’ save many

Continued from Page 1

rebuild and stay on Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, This week they welcomedhelpfrom
friends who patched the roof, boarded
the windows and Jolned them for peanut
butter sandwiches eaten by kerosene
lamps,

Elmer Vogel, 112 Pennsylvania Ave,,
was taking a path listening to quartet
music on a portable radio,

At first, he thought the nolse outside
was a freight train,

But it became louder and louder,
“When | heard a tremendous roar, |
stood up, opened the window, and saw
the tornado,”” he sald, '*It was right
on top of me and looked like a greyish
black mass of turbulent air,”

Vogel just had a second’s look before
the wind threw him up against the
bathroom door,

“1 threw my hands ubove my head
because the windows and the roof
were coming down on top of me, naked
as a Jay bird,” he explained, ‘[ don'{
believe any streaker could have run
across campus as fast as [ ran down
the steps (to the basement),"”

Vogel said he remembers hearing
the final crash, then the deadly si-
lence, He found some clothing, then
went from house to house to see f
everyone was alright,

He and some of his neighbors helped
to rescue TH-yvear-old Edward Ficks,
who had been pinned In his house at
100 Pennsylvania, and was admitted
to Suburban Hospital,

‘“I've never been so scared In my
life,” said Virrinia Klapheke, 22, of
1210 Everett, who was driving east
on Brownsboro Road past Crescent
Hill Golf Course while the tornado
was ripping through the golf course,

““Tree branches were whipping at
the car,” she said, *‘and 1 didn”t
know If 1'd get out or not,”’

The twister, Virginia sald, *““appeared
as huge dust clouds, Like a huge
dust storm on the plains must be, Huge
trees were Just flattened, over on the
golf curse, as if by explosions,

“And 1 was wondering, will I get
out altve or not,*

After the tornado passed, Virginia -- PP L n

a volunteer soclal worker -- decided 2 -‘ “’ L T et =
to drive over to Suburban Hospital to : Y AR NSNS . i i
offer ald In calming the families of ) T
storm victims, A RELIGIOUS grotto stands untouched amid the storm’s

On the way to the Dutchmans Lane  gapyris hehind the home of Mrs. Rita Wells at 3 Indian
hospital, after detouring through side Hills Trail

streets, she spotted the tornado a
second time as she circled around
Interstate 71,
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“I'm golng to save my
1 was the last person to play

'umu T Wi

He and "ur other members of the
westport High School golf team barely
made 1t safely off the Crescent Hill
golf course before the tornado hit.
Seeing the Storm appioach, the teens
ellmbed Into the car and driver
Loute Bronson headed home, They
didn’t know the tornado was headed in
their direction, But approaching the
Loutsville Water Compuany's *‘witer-—
works,” they saw the funnel andturned
around, heading west on Frankfort
Avenue,

Spotting a business bulling, the five
rammad down the door to pet inside
but then realized thers was no base-
ment, So they fled to the nearest house
and “'plowed through the door,* ac-
cording to Tom,

The boys scrambled to safety with
the family. When the storm was over,
a tree had crushed part of the home
oo Crescent Court,

golf card

With  Tom and Loule were Mike
Twohey, Kevin Burks and Eddie Hod-
¥in.

Aner the storm, they joined others
In making sure everycne in the neigh-
borhood was alright and then headed
for home,

Rolling Fields

Leaping over Brownsboro Road, the
fury of the twister descended next on
the sixth-class city of Rolling Fields,
aenmmmwofmhomu It slam-
med Chenoweth Elementary School
south of Brownsboro, making it use-
fess, mdppodhmkoﬁdms

Airborne observers later had a diffi-
cult time describing the swath of
destruction, It looked bombed,
mauled, ravaged by war, with huge
muproondmdmvown into heaps
in the valleys. A main utility line
tower was chewed apart, cutting power
10 8 vast area,

Mrs, Rita Wells staysd barefoot at

the bottom of her besement stairs, and
recited her rosary.

Upstairs, the tornado lerally ripped
her elegant Souwthern Colonial home at
3 Indian Hills Trall in half, The den
that once graced her second floor last
week lay twisted In the yard, and the
side porch is gone,

The home, built in 1950, boasted «
bomb shelter Installed duﬂu those
years of Cold War fear, But Mrs, Wells
couldn’t reach the shelter,

“] had the radio oo’ she recalled,
Y'Wwe've had thoss nrnl-p bafore, but
1 didn’t go, This time, sauething told
me to go to the basement,

“Even In the basement, windows und
everything were blowing uround, Itried
to get to the bomb shelter, but just
stayed at the bottom of the stairs,

“f heard ull thix crasbing noise, |
looked out, and thought 'y God, no
front porch,” If I'd really known what
It was, 1°d have tainted,*

Just last month, Mrs, Wells' nephow,
Father Gordon Prady, a Carmelite

. rua' had blessed o religious grotto

g w&nrk ;lrd on Indlan

Wells

M's ke o miracle,”® Mrs,
sald,

C, Maxwell Brown, the lawyer who
heiped seyeral East End citles,
dtlu is car at the comeroﬂnﬂnn

sishes and doors nnu;mso.too

in the huge wind,
“7 couldn’t comenpmmadllud
fzr fear the falling meprqﬂl‘m

: ﬁu!ly Brown reached kbbuomm

where his wife had wajted out the
storm, “If we'd been inthe bedroom,
we'd both have been killed,** he said,

Two high brick chimneys crashed
through Brown’s roof Into the muster
bedroam and the garage, A{rant screen

door passed through the entire house, -

turning up on uw uppodum

into storage, Thursdiy morning, two
teens, Pat Masterson and Fred Ramzay,
volunteered their time to clean out
w so0 the van could get near the
While he was waiting for the van,
Watson swept off the driveway,

At 125 Arrowhesd Hoad,
said, **One tree came throughl the back
wlmfuv went across the floor and pokad
u hole lu tha closet door oa the other
side ol the room,

“1 don't know whers that tree came
from but It wasnt from our yard,”
he said,

Mrs. Hooth sald the lights went out
in the house and sho went 10 find a
Hashllght, Then came “that terrible
noise and we went for the hasement
without any lght just as 16 BIE" sha

They came up (o find the entire reof
and first floor gome, Parts of it wers
spread across the front yisd but most
was langlng {rom trees two or three
hanos down the street,

The gruss in yards in Indian Hills
in the tornado's ‘puth looked as if 5t
Yt bewn bent sl to the ground
by & powerful and fast moving wave
of water, Shattored fragments of mud-
caked wood were matted® on muilboxes,
cavs and bomes, plastorod thore és if
by & mad palnter,

1 sald, *what's here, what’s here”

“Then [ looked down, and there |¢
was, It was big and gray and {t had
boards flylng around in 1t, Just like
a big funnel,”’

(The boys actually were about a quar-
ter-mile south of the twister’s path
as |t crossed Blankenbaker Lane near
Apache and Knollwood Reads,)

“The treehouse itself didn’t shake;
the tree was shaking,” Bruce recalled,
‘But the treehouse was kinda stretch-
ing -- the nafls were pulllng out of
the tree,

“We came down and ran as fast as
we could, By the time we got home,
it was over,”

Cindy Tandy, 4, daughter of Mr, and
Mrs, Gene Brown Tandy of 4610
Brownsbaoro Road, didn"t know guite
what to make of all the excitement,
She thought the tornado was “scary,”
“It just blew a big bag of cement
right through the window,’’ Cindy said,
“Idon’t know how that happened,

““It was a tornado!™
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Ruth Dunn School

Leaving Indian Hills, the tornado
" erossed Blankenbaker ‘Lane, roeking
the family home of President Zachary
Taylor and tearing off part of its roof.
Gales on its fringes ripped up trees in
the nearby Zachary Taylor Cemetery,
but the full force pounced on the new
Ruth Dunn school and blew much of
115 insides out.

“That business about vour whole life
flashing in front of your eyes Is just
baloney,” sald E. V, Sprowl of 206
Blunkenbaker Lane,

fWe were Just numlb,"’

Sprowl and his wife Gladys had no
warning of Wednesday’s tornado that
ripped the roof off their house, Sprowl
was napping In the bedroom, and his
wife was at work in the kitchen without
the radio or television on,

‘It bappened very suddenly, as far
as we were concerned,” Sprowl said,
‘Aly wife came to call me, and 1|
looked out the windcw, and saw a
maple tree ahout vae foot thick {ly by,

“"We didn®t get ‘0 the basement --
we ran to the hall, where there were
four walls around us,” Flying glass
and debris whirling in the living room
blocked their path to the basement
steps, he said,

“It was one steady, blg roar, with
tearing timbers and all just mingled
together in one huge sound,

“T held on to Cladys, and we both
were just numh,"

Ballard High School was one big
clearing house last Wednesday night,
according to school principal PatCraw=-
ford, About 200 homeless tornado vic-
tims ‘went through’’ the Red Cross
facilitles based at the Old Brownsboro
Road school,

The Red Cross operation set up at
the school was able to close down by
11:30 pin Wednesday night, having found
private shelter for all those who came
for help,

Many of Wednesday’s victims came to
the school in a state of shock, many
were children looking for parents and
parents looking for children, Some just
didn’t know where else to go,

Crawford, who stayed in the building
until almost midmight, sald that those
residents of the area whose homes
had not been affected came indroves”
looking for friends, or just for anyone
who needed shelter for the night,

Twelve-year-old friends Pruce Tandy
and George Mercke rode out part of
the storm in a huge traehouse behind
Christ Church United Methodist Church
at 4614 Brownsboro Road,

Bruce, son of Mr, and Mrs, Gene
Brown Tandy of 4f10 Brownsboro, re-
called he and George hadn’t belleved
neighbor friend Scott Haggi, when Scott
ran out Wednesday afterncon and told
them of tornado warnings on the radio,

“We were working in the treehouse

putting some carpet in?’ Pruce said,
“It was just rairing a littie bit, sc
we just said ‘oh yeah,” and kept on
working,

““Then it started to rain a lot harder,
und ull of a sudden George hollered
“t's here. it?s hera?®

1 sald, “what's here, what’s hepe?r

““Then 1 looked down, and there it
was, It was blg and grayv and {t haa
boards flying around in 1t, Just like
a big funnel,”’

(The boys actually were about a quar=
ter-mile south of the twister's path
as it crossed Blankenbaker Lane near
Apache and Knollwood Roads,)

‘“The treehouse itself didn't shake;
the tree was shaking,* Bruce recalled,
““But the treehouse was kinda streteh-
ing -- the nails were pulling out of
the trea,

““We¢ came down and ran as fast as
we could, By the time we got home,
it was over,”

Cindy Tandy, 4, daughter of Mr, and
Mrs, Gene Brown Tandy of 4610
Brownsboro Road, didn't know quite
what to make of all the excitement,
She thought the tornado was ‘‘scary,”
“It just blew a big bag of cement
right through the window,’’ Ciady said,
1 don’t know how that happened,
It was a torpado!”

The coverage of any news story
of the scope and complexity of
last week’'s tornado must neces
sarily be a group effort

The stories and pictures in this
edition are the work of our news
staff: Robin Garr 111, Susan Manne,
Mary Bridgman, Nancy Garling,
Roger Auge and Sandy Hinton.

They were assisted by Mark
Thompson, Anne Calvert, Janie
Garretson and Melinda Auge.

Above all, our thanks to scores
of tornado victims who, even in
times of extreme personal discom-
fort, were willing to share their ex-
periences and feelings with our re-
porters.

BY WEONESDAY, debris was piled high in places where
hames once stood in Northfield. Work crews of voluntesrs

and # hame repa riad long hours 1o
patch homes damaged by the April 3 tornado,



April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages)

Northfield

With no loss of power, the storm
center jumped the Watterson Express-
way and proceeded to flatten a broad
path through the sixth-class city of
Northfield, just north of Route 42 and
the Holiday Manor shopping Center,

Of the 194 homes in Northfield,
most were either destroyed or received
major damage. The neighboring Glen-
view Manor subdivision also was hard-
hit. From above, it looked as if the
storm had hunkered down on the little
community and kicked, stomped and
pounded it to bits. Debris from that
was hurled in all directions, some of it
leaving pock-marks of damage on the
facade of the new Glenview East high-
rise apartment across Route 42.

A stand of trees behind the apart-
ment had been whipped to look like a
cole slaw salad in the bottom of a dirty
clay bowl.

Three-year=-old Greg Plaver made
it from bhis upstairs bedroom to the
main floor of his home just as the
tornado struck his Northfield Court
hume and demaolished the second floor,
His thankful parents, Mr, and Mrs,
Thomas Player, aren’t sure how he
got there,

Mrs, Player was vacuuming the bed-
rooms when the warning came, She
gathered Greg and five-year-old twins
Jake and Brett and began herding them
downstairs, In the confusion Greg ran
back to his bedroom and by the time
his mother deposited the twins in the
basement, it was all over,

Gregory stood crying in the living
room, He had a broken arm, a few
cuts and 8 bad scare, but tuld his
mother “spiderman®’ had brought him
through safely,

Ballard High School students tell of &
fellow student, long noted for an ir-
repressible sense of humor, As the
story goes, he emerged from the base-
ment of his Northfield home, minutes
after the tornado had almost leveled
his street,

Conditioned no doubt by repeated tele-
vision airings of The Wizard of Oz,
he just did what eame naturally,

He took off down the street, calling
frantically, “Auntie Em! Auntie Em®™'

""Our address was 2206," said Es-
telle Greenberg as she stood on Glen-
view Drive in front of her demolished
Wome about 7 pm Wednesday, She held
3 small suftcase and a few hastily
grabbed pleces. of clothing still on
hangers, Mrs, Greenberg found clothing
for herself and her husband, but most
ol her son's clothing was hanging in
the trees,

The Greenbergs were walking down
the street to stay with a neighbor,
But first, Ralph Greenberg went back
in the fHouse to [ook for his wife's
purse -- it was by the Fitchen sink
before the storm hit, Police had sealed
off the hit areas to prevent theft
and vandallsm and Mrs, Greenberg

was afraid she’d have trouble getting
WilG ked Gulle WITROWG dentincation,

B The irony, she said, is that they were
-. ready to put their home up for sale,

gave i hint of the disaster,

Further east on Brownsboro, at a
gervice station, & man stood tearfully
beside the teleptione -- one of the {ew
phones In service, He explained that
he had been in Atlanta on o business
trip. 1 got this call to come home,
that there’d been u tornado, Now they
won't let me go in there to see what's
hﬂw‘nﬁd ”

Outside In the parking lot was &
mass of Natlonal Guardsmen and sey-
aral p-em& fa
UA M the drea was spl out
on th?mod of ‘a ug ‘and the tnit
commander was giving orders to his
men to seal off every side street
east on Brownshoro and Old Browns-
boro Road and 1t absolutely no one
in."”

They checked ammunition, «This thing
is loaded and 1'll use it if I have to,”
said a guardsman,

Further down Brownsboro, the county
policeman assigned to a crossroads
post, told us there were stray gun-
shots und he could not lel us In,

«Just please do not get out of your
car,” he warned, He didn't know if
the gun shots were coming {rom looters
or from shocked homeowners trying
to protect what was left, The police
and guardsmen weren't going in to find
out, cither,

Meanwhile, back on Roden Court, Mrs,
Rhodes went into the fumily room and
found Amy watching Sesame Street,
There were no interruptions in the
program and she saw no reason for
alarm, She lay down on the couch and
took ‘‘just a little sneaker nap” while
Amy continued watehing TV,

Her husband rushed into the house
minutes later and the peaceful scene
was too much for his over-wrought
nerves,

Intending to punctuate his verbul ade
monishments with a few husbandly
bangs of his fist on the family room
door, he missed the door and put
his fist through the window,

He is the only known tornado casualty
in Fincastle,

By midnight, the crisis was laid w0
rest for further assessment until day-
light, but the devastation still loomed,
The sllence was almost deafening,
eerie,

Those left homeless by one of na-
ture's most horrible disasters, had
obtained refuge with friends and rela-
tives, Those who still had a roof over
their heads and 4 bed to sleep 1o,
had turned In for the night, or ut
least pretended to,

The only signs of llfe came from
the police and Nattonal Guardsmen,
with their blue lights [(lashinga
rhythmic beat signaling the troubled
scene they guarded,

The reporters and the mm-*r.n?én
had gone home hours earlier, Not
even residents were being allowed
in or out of the most heavily-dam-
aged areas,

vLady, yowre arousing a lot of sus-
picion around here, Why don't you
just go home and come back tomor-
row?" an officer told a Voice-Jef-
fersonian writer, He explained they
were expecting looters amd thought
1t was best to impose a street cur-
few,

The path of the tornado was clearly
visible, even with no moon to light
the tragic scene, In Its wake, the
tornado left homes on one side of a
street perfectly leveled, or their sec-
ond stories neatly sheared off,

On the other side of the street only
broken shutters and trees blown over,

/
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Last blast

The tornado left as suddenly as it
came, pounding a few more acres of
land south of Route 42 and east of
Holiday Manor Shopping Center be-
fore the funnel winds lifted back into
the sky.

Its last slap at the earth in Jefferson
County can be seen just west of the
Jefferson Freeway. A barn seems to
have caught the eye of the tornado,
which squashed it like a bug and then
disappeared. The follc ‘ing day, hol-
stein cows were conte tly munching
the hay which had been ripped from
the barn and strewn smoothly about
the pasture.

A tornado-related injury in Fincastle
Wednesday night required no hospital
treatment -- only a little sympathy and
window pane repair,

Bill Rhodes, an engineer atthe Louis-
ville Water Company, headed for home
on [-71, just before 5 pm Wednesday,
He saw the tornado moving in the di-
rection of his Finecastle home and
searched frantically for a telephone,
He woke up his napping wife, Peggy,
und told her to take the transistor
radio and two-year-old daughter, Amy,
and to stay in the family room,

He continued on home, his state of
dgitation not helped by the sight of
swing sets and other debris flying
through the alr,

SRULE TANDY, 12, repairs his treehouse on Thursday.
Bruce was inside the treehouse near Christ United Metho-
dist Church when the tornado roared through nearby
Indian Hills.
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DESOLATE, Fran Dukes smands in tha dubriz of her
house st 2408 Northticld Cournt

- More volunteers

than victims

There uare rnore volunteers help-
ing with recovery operations than vic-
tims of the Apri! 2rd tornado,

People are walking into volunteer
coordination centers and asking '1
want to help, What can I do?”?

Volunteers are working not oaly
through help-oriented organizations
such as the Salvation Army, Red Cross
and Kentucky Rescue Association, but
also as individuals, church scout and
business groups,

Although they got off to a slow start
Friday, one of the busiest places over
the weekend was  Christ Unlted
Methodist Church on Brownsboro Road
at Blankenbaker Lane,

Mrs, Ruth Cousins estimated around
150 volunteers organized into work
crews of four and five, were sent from
the church into the stricken area over
the weekend,

In addition, 100 volunteers from the
United Methodist Women organization
which is coordinating volunteer efforts
at the church, and other volunteers
from Holy Trinity Church, Calvin Pres-
byterian and St, Matthews Eplscopal
have pitched In to help at Christ
Methodist,

At times, there were 40 women from
the churches working together in the
kitchen, but Mrs, Cousins saild at
Jeast four have been there working from
the very beginning -  Esther
Weddington, Hart Thyrman, Rosella
Leach and Betty Bryan,

Also working are Boy Scout leaders
and thelr troops, whose assignments
for this coming weekend will be co-
ordinasted at the church, Persons
desiring their help In small debris
removal should leave thelr names and
addresses at the church,

It all started lest Thursday, when
Mrs, Cousins, Pat Adams, Patsy
Watkins, Patti Ford und Ruth Heln all
showed up at the Brownsboro Road
chureh,

They opened u day cure center, with
a trafned babysitter, had hot food and
coffee ready and began coordinating
offers of belp and need,

But by Friday, things were still slow,
A handful of children were in the child
care center, a few chaln saws, plywood
and plastic hud been secured and o fow
cups of coffee dispensed,

So, Friday morning, the ladles Cous-
ins, Watkins, Ford, driven by Jean
Buseh, made up lists of church
members In the stricken areas and
went off to find them and offer help,

‘We're dving to help,” sald Mrs,
Cousing, “but the problem s letting
people know we're here,”

On thelr rounds that morning, the
women found one way they could be of
help -~ packing china and glassware so
it could be moved, Harold Irick, a
widower who lives on Knollwood,
thought the women would do a better
job of packlng china than the movers
he hired, Later on, many others used
the volunteers for this same task,
So the women moved right in,

From then on, and over the weekend,
the volunteer efforts were non-stop,
Besides  distributing sandwiches,
taking care of 50 to 60 children Satur«
day und Sunday and organizing work
Crews, Mrs, Cousins said the
volunteers bigrest contribution has
been ‘““decision making,”

She suid one elderly couple, in a state
of shock, came in, They had made no
decisions, didn't know what to do or
where to go, ""Our paople moved right
in,” Mrs, Cousins sald, Sha sald once
the decisions start being made, the
people are then uhle to “see thelr
own I'Ry."

Friends and strangers also turned out
to help the stricken homeowners, Like
Mrs. Barbara Bowling of Crescent Hill,
whao helped the Pevton Ray’s of Indlan
Hills clean out, Or Pat M sterson and
Fred Ramsay of St, Matthews, who
helped Bob Watson of Arrowhead Road
clean out the rubble,

Some of the Indian Hills residents
had work erews from their businesses
help with the debris cleaning,

Men from the L & N Raflroad sawed
trees overhanging the goarage at the
Prime Osborn home on Sagsmore Road,
He I8 president of the railsoad,
General  Flectrie maintenance men
were at the home ol Josepd Gaus v
Knollwood Road, He |s a vice presis
cent of the company,

Brown-Forman workers cleared
debris at the Willam N, Lucas home
at 2 Indian Hills Trall, Lucas 1s
chalrman of the board of the Blue
Grass Cooperaje Co,, the barrel-mak-
ing divigion of Brown- Forman,
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Anxiety, depression may follow

When the Inftlal shock of the April 3
tornado 18 over, snxioty and depression
may tuke hold, sald Dy, Kent Hirks of
River Reglon Sorvice Center,

River Reglon has psycholimists o duty

at Ethrow eniergency cemters to help
people with storm.related emotiooul
proigms, Bul, there las nol bees
muct call fur belp yer,

Dr. Hicks sald the tuitial stock for
those who suffered through the tarnade
and even those In the area *‘‘Whose
Proporty was not atfected, 15 eom-
parable to batele faticue,

They ure totally blunted nuw, -
tachud, relieved they hive Hyod theough
it, Thoy just can't s take in the full

prrspoctive of whnd hus happened,

“In possibly  two to six weeks, the
real thrast of what ha# Bappened will
nianifest itsell In real severe depros-
shem and anxtety for some* D, Hicks
salds
Swaldl children will tend to weather
the enndiomal pesules better than ety
purents, he sabd, bat ench Sndividoad
cane Wil be ditterent,

I 0 obild exdiits symptoms such
ns sleeplosspess  anxiety, Ineywased
ferendeace oo the parent, nightmares
or  diesius, e potent should seek
se  type of professional elp for
hiny, Dr, Wicks sabt,

YA peaple bere will bhave 3 pew
respect for thulerstorins and ehlldren

are Hable 1o come upwitha severe lvar
of them,” be sald, A parvent shoyld
give the cliid more attention woil et
him express his fears, venstilate them,
Dr, Hicks continusl,

CAbave Al 4 perent shonld o push
them away and say that's silly @ e
ulvadd  of storms? <o they aeed oxira
socurity at this tine 1o lexsen fuaee
anxiety * ba suld,

104 ohikt asks why (2 hias Bappemed,
It A% i necwssary to offer o sl
ehibt o rall explanation, The chiid, ©
when  usking, ¥& werely  culling i
support el security and should e
glyen soww reiuforcement, Dy, Hicks
soald, “An explunatica b= sgper fictal
s bt as be Ksows Mome oand Dad
will protect W't e added,

People, sull Iy o ste of shock,
soooer ar Water will have to fave up
to on Integrated lfe where materia)
possessions  are lmpoctant to thewm,
he suld, Some property is seatimental
to people “such as geanifather’s old
chair, or ey have worked very hard
for thedr things, It just depends oa how
Matereilistie o persm dx, wx towhethio
:u wlli'l‘ encounter emotional proldems
([ 8]

River  Reglon  emplowes will le
stationed at St Aatthew's Eplscoput
Church, Browiwoy Baptist Chureh and
Bellavmine College as long as e
PUEEEIY  genters are open, Then,
vogmse g ay be soaebt by eatling
uny e of the River Reston cemters
Hivotighout (he ¢ ounty,

Zachary Taylor home
suffers storm damage

The Springfield, historic home of
12th U, S, President Zachary Tavlor,
suffered major damage in Wednesdayv's
storm,

The 189-yvear-old dwelling, row the
residence of Courier-Journal editorial
cartoonist Hugh Haynle and his wife
Sam, remains standing, though bat-
tered and partially roofless, It 1s on
Apache Road, one block east of Blank-
enbaker Lane,

The Haynles have moved to an East
End motel until the Tayvlor home can
be rebuilt, Mrs, Haynie emphasized
on Friday, they will return,

It will take more than a little wind
to drive us out,”” she joked, Though
the building has walls an estinted
foot thick, she added, there is evi-
dence of floorboards separating, and
large crackshave appeared in the walls,

A side porclhi was pulled away from
the wall and demaolished, andnumerous
hand-hewn beams that supported the
roof are lost, Mrs, Havnie said,

Two landmark cypresses were de-
stroved, and -cevery tree on the place
is down.” she added,

] just don't Know how we're golng
to replace it,”" Mrs, Haynie continued,
cIt's just too much history to be re-
placed,” Finaneial cost of replacement
was -well covered®' by Insurance, she
sald, butthe historic hand-vrafted parts
are irreplaceable,

St was home to us, but much more
than that,' she  continued, -\We'ye
talked about giving it to the guvern-
ment, but now don't know which

W

way to turn,

«We have a special problem, in that
vou jJust can't call in anvbody tw tell
you how to fiIx it, You have to get ex-
perts in,"

Mrs, Haynie asked any residents whn
may have special Knowledge or ex-
pertise in this area to contact herhus-
band at the Loulsville newspaper,

Mrs, Haynie, a Kansas native, said
-+it’s Kind of ironic, to have to come
out here to be involved in a tornado,”
It was her experience {n the mid-
western -tornado alley," she added,
that taught her what to do when the
twister hit Louisville,

~+1I'd just gotten out of the car
she recalled, -‘when | saw the trees
starting to go, I ran inside and opened
the windows and doors to protect the
house,**

In a word,
frightening,””

Zachary Taylor, born in Virginia in
1784, came to Kentucky as an infant
and grew up in the Springfield home,
According to  William G, Kalser,
superintendent of Zachary Taylor Na-
tional Cemetery nearby -- where Tay-
for and his wife are buried -- the 12th
President betrothed his daughter to
Jefferson Davis, later president of the
Confederacy, at Springfield,

The new \rs, Davis died only three
months after the wedding, Kaiser sald,

A general and hero of the Mexican
war, Taylor was elected president in
1848, and Jdled [n office in 1850,

she concluded, -‘ft was
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Disaster center offers one- stop help

At first, Mary Laura Weber of North-
fleld, Hike others, didn't waut ta go to
the disascer xs-.'z.su:u--.- center, But,
Itke otheérs, she left with 4 smile on
her face, “Everyope's been so help-
fi,'* she sald,

Ooe of teo Loutsville Uisaster As-
sistance Ceonters opened Satupday at
5t. Matthews Episcopal Church, 330
North Hobbvards [ane, A secogleenter
s located ut Bellarmipe Collegs,

With one-stop at the cepter, resl.
donts of the disaster areas can get
IMormation on horsing, food stamps,
vmployment, debris removal, tax de-
dyuctions and loans for rebullding, Over
the weekond, 300 persons took advan-
tage of the centur's service,

The center i open from 10 am to
8 pm seven davs o week,

Ou-the-spot answers on the amount
of a rebutlding loan could pot b2
given, Loan offfcers explained the loans
avatluble, throggh the Small Busiaess
Admipdstration, dAnd gave the homes
owners applications to flll out and
return, When the applications are res
cotved, unother loan offtcer will in-
spect e site o make g recommenhiis
ton on the amount of the Joan,

Jack Treland, chilef of finas

tance for the Lowisville Small Susi-
negs  Administration, sasd Momy Ge
hooght o great many of the homes
AwBeTS are unasyaliy weil.oovered
thiey were Just caught by the vsealin-
tlon in prices,

One who was cought in the ascalation

of the past 20 years told o loan of-

flcer he had $18,500 lnsurance on twoe
apartments wad o store in Crescent
HU, The atructures were heavily dam-
aged and a preliminary estimate for
repalr was $40 a square foot, which
worked gut to $140,000,

Others were more fortunato -- they'd
Just upped thelr coverage, Leo Broeck-
or, who lives oo Travoeis Road O In-
dlan Hills -« Cherokee Sectivs, had
rajsed his Insurince coverage [rom
$40,000 to almost $45,000 on the 3d-
vice of his lnsurance agenat after the
recent  re-evalwmtion of property,
Arocker satd he will rebwnld,

E, L, Snyder of 2705 Grinstead Drive
Last year increased the coverage on
nis homw from $L0,000 to $17,000,
His son-in-law, R, B, Walker, said the
fnsurance wowld cover the loss, bat
would not be empugh for rebullding,

Some older persoas, (ncluding Soy-
der and Mrs, A, B, Clark of South
Bayly, wantad o know if the Joans could
e used  for  rebudlding  on other
proporty, One loan officer sald money
Is oot unamlly available for tis, but
wouldn't give o definite answer without
an application and visit to the home.
uwner,

Edward Sommer of Indian HUls Trall
sought information on a fvan to make
up the difference between prescat costs
and s insurance, Just {ive months
ago, he'd rabsed his Insurance, but it
wouldn't caver the replacemeat

The same {5 tree tor the Ton Ernst's,
wha have been in their hone at 2400

Northfield Court for only five months,
Without a Sinall Dusiness Administra-
tion loan, Mrs, Ernst said reballding
conld pose & financial kardship on hor
family, But ey are going back to
Northfield, ©We can’t afford not to --
we've gut the lod," slie said,

Wednesday, & coatractor had just bo-
gun digging a swhinming pool in the
Ernst's baek yard,

Goneraily, the Snall Business Ad-
ministration makes loans o cover
rebuflding expenses above any reln-
burseimient the property owner wiil
receive from his {nsurance company,

The leans are gvallable at & percent

lnterest foy years without regarc
to the age uf the applicant, Up @
S55,000 ts asuiiable for both propertsy
and  personal  demage colagined, or
$50,000 on property damage wlone or
$10,000 on bousehold goods unly,

Within teo or three davs, ahomeownet
should know whether or not his appll-
catton w111 b2 approved,

At no cost the homeawner, the
county will reémwove debris from the
right-of-way, driveway access or If
the detiris poses ahealth hazard, There
1s o rembursement for homeownurs
ave hired privite contractors fot
18 removal,

THE SHELL of the Dukes’ house is

no longer a home.
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‘This never happens to you’

By Melinda Auge

Fran Dukes heard the tornado warn-
ing on the kitchen radio, It had touched
down in Indian Hills and was chewing
its wayv east,

Quickly, she sent her children,
Kathy 9, and Greg, 11, to the hasement
along with a playmate, Linda Konoval, 7,
and three dogs, They had orders to
stay put no matter what happened to
the two-storvbrickhome at 2406 North-
field Court,

Outside it kept getting darker, Fran
ran to the second f{loor for a better
look, She became convinead it was
coming her way but still she thought
it would go around her home,

“Even if it hits, it will go around
my house, After all, this kind of thing
never happens to you,'" she remembers
thinking,

Harboring that optimistic view, she
shoved a roast in the oven. The storm
would be over soon, Dr, Bennie Dukes
would be home from his job as chief
of dental services at the Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital on Zorn Avenue
and they could have a drink and swap
stories about the day,

When she looked out the window again,
she saw Ruth Dunn Elementray School
flving all over the sky.

She raced for the basement, She
huddled against the basement wall with
the children and dogs,

] kept saying ‘This is it kids, We're
really going to get hit, This isit,”"’ she
said,

Then came the incredible sound of a
million freight trains, All the glass in
the windows went first, Chalrs, tables,
lamps, rugs -- some old, some less
than three weeks old -- swirledthrough
the upstairs smashing into walls and
ripping them open,

ll}lpllls LiiTan U'Kll.

“It seemed to last forever, Wood and
debris started flying through the base-
ment windows,” It seems impossible,
the windows are so small,

‘1 kept thinking *‘why doesn’t it just
take the house? Why is {t leaving part
of it here, We'll all be killed when the
house collapses and falls intothe base~
ment,*? she said.

She looked up for an instant only to
see Greg up on a table watching the
house next door blow away, She
screamed for him to get down. She
was certain he would be killed by some-
thing flying through the narrow little
window, She would see him killed and
then be killed herself, she thought.

Then it was over,

Fran thoupeht she smelled gas., She
ran up the basement stairs and slammed
against the basement door with her
shoulder, She couldn't budge it,

““All T could think of was getting the
kids and the dogs out before the base-
ment blew up,’’ she said,

The only other way out was through
the small, narrow basement windows.
She pulled a table under one opening,
removed the remaining slivers of glass,
shoved away debris and told the kids
to climb out, They were to find a pateh of
grass and stand on it and scream for
someone to come free her from the
basement,

She could see them standing there in
the rain hollering for someone tocome
get their mother out of the basement, It
was too much, She decided ‘‘the hell
with it,”’ she was going to squeeze
through the small opening no matter
what,

She doesn’t remember how, but she
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‘This never happens to you’

got out, Her arms and legsare covered
with cuts and splinters, but she got out,

There she stook with the children and
the dogs, muddy, terrified, alone beside
what once was a home,

“1 was looking around to see if any-
one else had made it out alive,' she
said, ““From the locks of things, |
couldn’'t see how anyone else could
have lived, I thought we were the last
ones,

Just then a well-dressed man in a
clean, falrly new car stopped In front
of Fran Dukes’s ex-house, He wanted
to know if they were all right and 1If he
could do anything,

Fran said she had threa children, two
of them crying, and three dogs, All
were wet and muddy and cold and without
shoes, It would help if they could sit
in his car until she could find help,

“Gee, I'm really sorry but you all
are so dirty and wet and my car is all
clean, I'"m afrald I can't let you sit
inside,' he said to Fran,

When it finally came to her what he
had sald, she screamed for him to
just get the hell out of there, She said
she'll never forget the Jook on his face

Writer offered aid

When the tornado struck Wednesday and
I heard Northfield was hard hit, Iwanted
to see if there was anything T could do,

As | rode my bicycle toward the re-
muins of Northfield Court the next day,
the seene  looked Jike 4 birthday cake
which had been stepped on by a large

man, His foot, was gone, and only

crumbs remalned on the cake plate,

As | got close to the Dukes’ home, I
could see Frances bent over, ﬂnnrln(
the rubble, Someone had loaned her a
pair of huge rubber fiching boots and a
rain coat,

We walked into the house through what
had been a wall of the famlly room, We
climbed over a color television that had

just come back from the repair shop
with a £250 repair bill,

In the smashed kitchen, the roast
from the night before lay battered on
the floor, In the distance, across the
Watterson Expressway, we could see
the ruins of Dunn School, The clock
on the stove had stopped at 4:30 pm,

Fran and Bennie Dukes had lived in
the home on Northfield Court about a
year and a half, maybe two, They thought
they would be here In Louisville a
while, Financially, they could see the
time when all the big debts would be
pald and they would be able todopratty
much as they pleased,

They spent about six months deciding
on furniture, It was a bip step, a lot
of money, They wanted it to be just
right, After long deliberstion, they
orderad evervthing at once,

Over about 8 months, the furniture
arrived, plece by piece until it was
all there, The final pleces were dee
livered two weeks ago,

But now, Thursday morning, April 4,
the place was a shambles, in the dining
room, the new china cabinet was with=
out its back and partially without its
doors, The dining room table top had
been ripped from its legs,

Wires hung from the ceiling where the
chandelier had hung, One of its spangles
was wedged in the mesh of the china
cabinet door, That was all that was left
of the chandeller,

Two French arm chairs had smashed
arme and legs, A wing chalr, covered
ia §80-u-yard Fortuny px.,n tabrie,
just moved In that mornluwnumm
to bits, Two overstuffed yellow lounge
chairs looked as if a4 huge animal had
chewed on them,

Dr, Dukes was working upstairs trying
to clear some debris and find anything
he could,

He said he first saw the devastation
from his car as he drove on Watterson
Expressway Wednesday about 5:15 pm,
He knew hls home was one of the ones

struck but he didn't know how bad It
was until he drove up to it,

“When [ drove up In front of the
house, Wednesday about 5:30 pm and
the kids were standing out front, That's
all that mattered,”” he said,

He pointed to a shattered plece of
dresser that was one of the firstpleces
of furniture they bought after being
married, They were poor at the time,
{ike most medical school students, But
there had been a close-out sale on
solid cherry furniture,

“We kept thinking we were crazy
to do 1t but wé went ahead and spent
the money,'* he said, Again he laughed,

Garage smashed car

In the backyard, belongings from other
houses were scattered around, The
garage had collapsed smashing her car,
Bill Luster, a news photographer, hap-
pened to see an Amerlcan flag twisted
among the lumber that had been the
garage, He untangled it carefully and
handed it to Fran,

She wrapped the flig around her
arm and turned toward the house,
Luster took her picture with the flag,

She turned her head just enough to
wipe her eyes without her tears
being noticed, Then she talked about
how nice the backvard had been before
it was plowed up and bulldozed into
oblivion,

She lookad down. and Nm
“priefease from among some

of wood, She flipped through the papers
and discovered it belonged to a neigh-
bor, whose home, about 100 yards
away, had been destroyed, She tucked
it under armand started walking toward
the neighbor’s home,

As Fran picked her way across the
remains of Northfield, I said in what
sounded like a corny way that she
should call me if [ could help her,

What eise can you say”
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At '%iﬁt,.vge could only stare .. .

It was a block party, only all the blocks
Jhad fallen. In a daze, the people walked
the streets, looking at the destruction ...
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w . .. but some kept a sense of
humor . . .and found a memory--
a dollhouse, a guitar

THE PORNER BEMDENTS ot thed fosse of 230
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... and then they began
putting the blocks back

together to make a house.
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Staff and parents put Dunn back t

e -
-,

Y -

-
. e Doy S g rre i
Sy

e

-
R - g2

Qmmm i 6 PN NSt der b

Sty
el
By e ek
R T e b e

. D L ] -
'"——'ﬁw--»\-«r O Loy e . R -

Woantasr sumny Wi mont bgs 131 Suwmd, Te ate 4w S

it TRl el e

Mmoo s b e W - S -

"N e W s Ll .

;
i
i
]

i
i3
L4

T
[
2
.
f

&
i;‘l

i

o
1RE3

i3

- -

The story of Dunn Elemeatary School
does not 1e 6 piles of debris, crumpled
walls ard roofless rooms left in the
wake af last week's tormado, it cannot
be told in insurance (fguras which In-
dicate a §1,7-million loss -- almost
total destruction,

ft reached (s culmination, perbaps,
Monday morning when more than 759
first through sixth graders alighted
fraom buses in Douglass Hilis to resume
their year's schooling in the new!y-
completed Croxby Miklle School,

The real story of Dusn School les
somewhero o between, It is about
prople, people with sore backs, aching
muscles, people wio had little sleep
over the weekend but who stood smiling
at the door of Crosby School on Moas
ddy morning people  wha ac-
complished the “impossible,”

The heginning was swiftand terrifying
to Mrs. JoAnn Ryland, plant operator
at Dunp School, Mrs, R yland had worked
ner reguiar shift during school bours
April 3, but stayed late when ome
custodian tajled to réport for the after-
school shift, Sne and custodian Jane
Murphy wore in the hall walking toward
the roar of the budlding when they heard

a lowd nolse, At the same time the

Ilghts went out and the aiarm on the

Hopoywell box began to ring,

o felt a sudden draft’ said Mrs,
Ryland,” and 1 turned to the other
girl and said, ‘help me close tat
door’, Her co-worker  said, “It's
rilning on me*

The woman looked up and the rool
was coming la,
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“'We ran foward the front of the bulld-
ing, snd when we got there, --Il was
gone,*

Librarian Jim Norsworiby wis work-
Ing late also, After making sure the
wormien were all right, he ran Yor help,
He lovated a phone and called thehoma
of County School Supt, Richard Van-
Hoose, He was not home but Mrs,
VanHoose wok the call and drove Lin-
mediately to the school L0 plek up the
three Vsurvivors' whose cirs wers
twisted masses, lossed many  yvands
from  their original parking places,

Mrs, James Steckert, president of the
Dusn PTA did not get the néws until
late Wednesday night,

“My husbhand and | went to the school
wvarly Thursday morning and we were
amszad  to find how much had
veen accompiished by the county board
crows,'”

Maintenange workers had arrived
at the school within hours of the storm
and begun Yemoving records, file cabi-
nets and locker contents, Norsworthy
had remasined in the library almost all
night, packing books and trying to pro-
tect what remained from raindamage,
The lbrary walls were gone, but most
books were intact om the shelves,
A small display of paper anjmals
made by the children stood unmoved
on & shelf,

Mrs, Stuckert went home and began to
telephone,

“The only working phones were In
Hutting Creek,” she sald, ''so I began
with them," Huntipg Creek parents
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vontacted other areas and by Late
morning parest crews were lnbusioess,

While county trucks transporied huxes
of records, astie bags of lovker con-
tonts, tooks, and salvageable room de-
corations to Crosby School, parents
began sorbing, identifying arel revon-
strocting claxsrooms,

Locker contends provided comic res
Het, County boardofticlals had directel
their workers to cledr out all student
lockers, putting the contents of #ach tn
a4 separate plastie bag and labeling it
with the locker pumber, But bags were
wai ant iy labels wers mossing by
the tme they resched new quarters,

PTA workers |Degan (dentilying
contents,

“We needs<d 3 Inugh shout then ' Mr,
Stuckert said, They found 1t waen thoy
emptied one bag and removed five moldy
luwches, three rottea apples ani a
thermos of sour milk, As many &s three
coats and jackets were fownd in @ome
locker contents,

“Thelr mothers had protably glven
them op as lost,**  laughed Mrs,
Stuckert,

Friday morningafull staff of teachecs,
afdes and office staff reported for work
at Dunn, In the large resource room,
teachers Frances Gwinn, Helen Free-
partner, Martha Greene and ajde Pat
Racqwe bogan the salvage process,

“Peewse,'" the resource room's pet
gerbil, had mace it through the storm
und was ssfe In his cage, Two glass
terraridmg wend ntact, A paper e
line af the Middle Ages had come
through the tornado age with no damage
and the lurge burlap map of the world
wis ready to move to new walls, Books

M WO e T Y

all quick to eriticize the

board when we aren’t satisfied with
! things,” she said, ‘But words just

can’t express how wonderful they were
— in this emargency,"’

The feeling of gratitude many held

{ for Dunn principal Mrs, Barbara Smith,
— who worked sld: by side with her
staff and parents during the four-day

reconstruction project, were expressed
~#» Dby one parent whose gift of a dozen

long-stemmead

roses sat on Mrs,

Smith’s new desk at Crosby School

Monday morning,

Mrs, Smith greeted Dunn students

Monday morning, She to!
was, above all, happy tha

all there, and that no Dunn students
had been seriously injurad in the storm, |
Then she made another announcement
which was greeted with a cheer thatal-
most rafsed the roof on the new school,

““Construction workers are beginning
this morning to rebuild Dunn School,”

she said,

_—

were aecounted for buta few tost papers
iedt on the teacher’s desk wore gone
with the wind, a loss destin=1 o upset
ne ony,

By Sunday, fathers und teen-agers
Yipwd in the settling-1n process at
Crosty School PTA fathers come
stracted  tomporary book shelves u
the pew library and boovks =setre ar-
ranged, Teacners attempted (o recon-
struct thelr classrooms to rescmls
their rooms at Dunn as closely us
possible, Salvaped art work was hung
on walls, desks were arranged n
familiar patterns aed weach teacher
wrote welcoming words on thelr trans-
ported blackoasrds,

Cwhen T Jooked at Croshy schaol
Sunday morming I thought there was
no way we could get that school ready
for classes on Mooday morning.™ Mrs,
Stuckert said, The fact that 1t was
dane she attributes w csumrhamant
effort by staff, parents and the Boara
of Education who did an -‘incredible
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d them she
t they were
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Tornado causes five deaths, one bad rumor

Deaths cansed by the Wodnesday, april
3, tornado climbed @ five Sunday when
Theresu Smith, 16, of 2144 Darnger
Avenue, dled of carbon monoxide
polsonlng,

Her bome, near Cherokee Park, tad
been without electricity since Wie tor-
nado struck about 4:30 pm Wednesday,
Loulsville Pollee sald fwes fron an
electric generator in  the bagement
apparently seeped through the houge,

She 1s survived by hor parents, Mr,
and Mrs, Otis Simith and her maternal
grandparents, Mr, and Mrs, Thomas
Fillatrean, of Bardstown, Miss Smith
was 4 junior at Atherton High School,

Funeral serviees were Wednesday at
St James Catholle Chureh, 1430 Barige
town Roud,

Othars dead are;

-« AMrs, Berniee Oryp, 60, of 1824
Knollwood Road, Indian Hills-Cherokee
Sovtiwon, who was crushed wuen a wall
of her bome was Mown on top of her
as sho attempted to Tun from her
car to ihé house about 5 pm Wed-
nesday,

Deputy Coroner Rolert G, Carter
sald Mrs, Orr died early Thuersday
morning of multiple lujurtes, A bull-
dozer was neoded Thursday morning
to uncover her bedy, pollce said,

She wag o member of St, Matthews
Episcopal Chureh,

She 1s survived by a son, Clark Orr
Jr,, 4 dunghter, Mrs., Douglas Mc-
Michael and her mother, Mrs, Es-
tolle Nieport, all of Loulsville,

Fuaneral services wore Saturday, April
6, at Pearson Funeral Hame, 149

Breckinridge Lane,

-- Charles Fleming Spencer JIr,, 64,
of 3924 Brownshoro Road, was kilied
when his car was blown into o tree
near Lightfoot Road on Brownsboro
Road, He died of head injuries, accor-
ding o Deputy Coroper Billy Wiltkey,

St, Matthews Voluntesr Fire fighters
pulled Spencer from the wrecked car,
He was dead on arrival at Surburban
Hospital,

Mr, Spencer, & meémber of Broadway
Baptist Church, Is survived byhis wife,
Patsy Hensley Spencer; daughters,
Mrs, Henry Haochlar Jr,, of Frankfort;
and Mrs, EmoryD, Burgess, of Atlanta,
Georgla; and one granddaughter,

Funeral services were Saturday at
Pearson Funeral Home, 149 Breckin.
ridge Lane,

-- Walter Brooks, 47, of 6404 Glen-
wod Road, Glenview Manor, who died
of an apparent heart attack durtng the
storm Wednesday ovening, according
to Deputy Coroner Robert Adams,

Brooks was a self-employed account-
ant,

Efforts by Harrods Creek fire fight.
ors and Jefferson County police to re-
vive Mr, Brooks failed, He was dead
at his home, police sald,

He 1s survived by his wife, Doanfe,
sons Stephen and Robert; his mother,

Mrs. lLeona Brooks, of Lowsville,
sisters Mrs, Carl Dobn, and Mrs,
Auron Lae Lankford and Mrs, Thotas
Baldwin,

Funeral services were Saturday at
W. G, Hardy Shively Chapel, 4101
Dixio Highway,

== Nathan Bornstein, 71, of 2217 Wood-
bourne Ave,, wis found dead Wednus-
day, April 3, by Lowsville Polleo where
he had baen working In his yard, i«
Wwas & retired electriclan,

Mr, Borastein was a member of Anshe!
Sfard Congregation and 5t, George Ma-
sonlc Lodge, He 15 survived by his wife,
Haomah,

Funeral services were Friday, April
G, at Herman Meyer and Son Funeral
Home, 1338 Ellison Avenwe, Sympathy
can bo expressed in coptributions to
Hadassah or the Anshel Sfard Endow -
ment Fund,

One death turmed out to e nothing
more than & “ruwmor that was floating
around here pretty heavy over the
weekend," according to Jefferson
County Police Officer Rober! Yates,

The rumor had It that an elderly wo-
man In one of the hardest hit areas
could ot be found by searchers Wed-
nesday night or Thursday morning,
Finally, a neighbor told police the
WOman was on vacallon, She was cone

ticted by police and flew back to
Louisville Thursday afternoan,

Police advised her to walt a day
or two before going o view the re.
mains of her home, which by that
time had bheen further desastated by
a bulldozer being used to search for
her body,

The woman, however, Insisted police
take her immediately to see her home
and attemspt to retrieve any salvageable
belongings, Finally, accompanied by a
neighbor, police escorted the woman
to her homie,

She got out of the car, looked al
the remains of her home and col-
lapsed tn the grass and died of a
heart attack, according to the story,

The story was related through Chief
Russel]l McDanje! and Asst, Chief Rob«
ert Grunt and several other palice of«
fears, When it could not be confirmed
through pollce or hospital records or
coroner records, police laboled [t a
disgusting rumor,**
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At Svburban Hospital, Wednesday’s
torrado could have provided a realtest
of the East End lustitution’s emergency
préparedness,

But, some officials believe, because
of @ false report on WAVE radio that
Suburban’s emergency room wasovers
flowing, relatively few injured
appearad,

About 8 pm Wednesday, hospital ad-
ministrator Paul Gross estimated
fgbout 30people came tothe emergency
room, and about 19 or 20 percent were
admitted,’” The majority, said Gross,
were treated for minor Injuries andre-
leased,

Later, Suburban’s records indicated
44 patients appeared on Wednesday
evoning, and 19 more came to the hos-
pital on Thursday, presumably after a
night’s rest falled to Improve their
symptoms,

Only nine patients were admitted for
an overnight stay, with oanly one of them
in serious condition,

Those were:

-- Edward Ficks, 78, of 100 Penn-
sylvania Avenue, serious condition with

- multiple injuries,
«« Joannie Baumeister, 73 of 2402
Stannye Drive, dislocated  right
shoulder,

-- Mary K, Becht, 64 of 1905 Al-

fresco Place, leg, forearm injuries,
=~ Charles Craft, 53, of 2100 Redleaf
Drive,

-- Patty Ford, 22, of 3604 Fountain
Square, arm and head Injuries, ‘

-- Dr, Franklin Hoffman, 58, of 207
Blankenbaker Lane, severely lacerated
wrist,

== June Perry, 57, of 3717 Edmond
Lane, elbow injury requiring surgery.

-- Greg Player, 8, of 2407 Northfiald
Court, head Injury,

-- Dr, Clarence Van Antwerp, 71, of
4322 Comanche Trail, wrist laceration,

According to hospital administrator
Gross, when word came that a tornado
was possible, draperies were ordered
closed in all patient rooms, as a pro-
tection against possible flying glass,

Hospital personne] stood by each room
to moaltor patients in eritical condition.

At 5:15 pm, when tha tornado had
passed, Suburban put its disaster plan
into effect,

As Gross outlined the disaster plan,
administrative procedures were
streamlined, A ‘‘triage’’ system was
set up, in which a surgeon assumed
command of the emergency room,
quickly viewing incoming patients and
assigning them,

All elective surgery for Friday was
canceled, off-duty staff was called in,
and area surgeons were paged and
alerted,

In fact, Gross sald, more excitement
resulted at Suburban from the electrical
power outage than from emergency
putient flow, Commercial power was
out for about two hours, Gross said,
during which time the hospital relied
on its own auxiliary generators,

Since the generators can power only
one elevator, a ‘“bucket brigade’ of
nurses and staff had {0 be set up to
pass dinner trays up and down the

hospital’s seven floors,

Suburban’s Dutchmans Lane location
also provided a grandstand view as the
killer tornado ripped acress the area
north and east of the hospital,

Gross spotted the twister from the
third floor and admitted it made him
feel ‘‘queasy, Definitely queasy,”

“It looked lke It was coming right
at the hospital,’”” he sald, Youcould see
the funnel zero in, sort of dissipate,
then zero in again.'

Suburban security guard Lt, Elbert
Thomas watched the storm rip through
town from a seventh-floor vantage

point,
“I've  always Dbeer under the
impression tornados take a funnel

shape,'” Thomas observed, '‘but this
was more like a big, black cloud float-
ing by.

“Every now and then a funnel would
shoot down from it, and dirt would go
flying in ever direction,””

“It was scary,' Thomas concluded,
‘7 wouldn’t want towatch another one,
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